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EN FOR anomymous N intitle, the Relief 
Scheme conſidered, which bears evident marks of 
an aſfeciate pen, was the occaſion of preſenting the following 
pages te the inſpection of the candid public. The author 
of that pamphlet i is commonly ſaid to be an Antiburgher Cler= 
gyman in Glaſgow. And had I not thought, that the cauſe of 
truth, and the characters of men, were deeply injured by 
this author, I ſhould have judged it improper to publiſh any 
thing on the points in difference between Proteſtant denomi- 
nations in this country, at a time when the g general atten- 
on of the nation ſbould be directed againſt p6hery, the com- 
mon enemy of our invaluable privileges ſacred and civil. 
But as this author has made an audacious, unprovoked 
attack upon the principles of the Relief Syned, this will. 
3 fully Fa a preſent attempt to vindicate them. He com- 
1 plains in his performance, that the form of the Relief. church, 
and her tenets, are c cealed from the view of the world. 
I thought her Hoſtem i doctrines and principles had been 
pretty generally known, as her miniſters, in their publick 
viniſtratiaus, are abungantly explicit on theſe things. But 
zo ſilence all complaints of this nature, in the following 
pages the reader is preſented with a ſhort ſpecimen of the” 
doctrines, maintained and taught in the Relief church, and 
the points, in which ſbe differs both from the National Eſta- _ 
bliſbment, and the Seceffion in Scotland. | 
I have only ta make of my readers one re ueſt, viz. that 
before they form their judgment of the following perfor- 
mance, they will with candor and attention read the whole, 
and then approve or condemn it, according as it is agree- 
able or contrary to the infallible word, and what the ſpirit” 
faith to the churches. 


: If what is here preſented to the publiet inſpection be 
4 bleſſed of God to enlighten. and confirm theſe connected with - = 
; the Relief Synod, in, the knowledge and belief of their prin - - A 


ciples, to promote the knowiedge of truth, holineſs, and love 

among profeſſing chriſtians, and to give a proper check to 

a hin +3 WEE n the end of the author will he 
gained A 2 | 
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pital points of the Chriſtian ſyſtem-into a narrow compaſs, 


to which the other parts of divine truth are reducible and 
analagous; that the reader, may in a ſhort connected ſe- 
ries,. have a clear apprehenſion of divinity, as it is con- 
tained in the facred records, and what is the ſtrain of 
preaching among the relief miniſters, who are reprefented 
by protefſed witneſſes for truth as deluding the genera- 


tion, and relieving them from the yoke of Chriſt. 


The great primary radical truth revealed in ſcripture, - 
and the foundation of all religion is the exiſtence of God. 
On this great truth all other truths in the divine oracles 
are built, and were this foundation ſapped and the exiſt- 
ence of deity deſtroyed, all religion would be baniſhed] out 


. 8 
The knowledge of God's exiſtence in the- unity of his 


eſſence is attainable by the light of nature, by ſurveyingtbeſe 


indelible characters and impreſſions of divinity, which 
appear in the material ſyſtem. So congenaal is the belief 
* | 


deity to the human mind, and ſuch excellent monitors 


of his exiſtence are the works of his hands, that no nation 


bas ever been known entirely deſtitute of the knowledge 


of a ſupreme being, tho' theſe only, who enjoyed the be- 
, nehit of a diyine revelation, know-how to worſhip him in 


an acceptable manner. 


: \ \ 


But tho' mankind, by the light and improvements of 


1 


reaſon, can attain the knowledge of God's being, and the 


Cneneſs of his efſence, they cannot by this medium of in- 
formation attain the knowledge of three diſtinct ſubſiſten- 


ces, or perſonalities in the ſame divine eſſence. 


A Trinity of perſons in the unity of the divine eſſence 
is a branch of knowledge attainable only by divine reve-- 
IS LES HKS 1 lation. 


T is nat intended in this ſmall treatiſe to give a deſ. 
cription of all the doctrines and truths of the word of 
God. This would be a work of much time and la- 
bour. All deſigned is to bring a variety of the ca- 
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lation. And to thoſe who are acquainted in any tolerable. 
degree with the inſpired oractes, this truth is clear as 2 
ſun-beam, ſo that ke that runs may read it. 
In the beginning of the book of inſpiration we are in- 
formed of the creation of all things by God, and particu- 
Harl of the creation of man, the nobleſt part of his works 
in this lower world, whom, in ſubordination to himſelf as 
bis ſupreme Lord, he placed over the other works of his 
hands. All the creatures in this world were ſubjected to 
him, birds of the air, beaſts of the field, and whatſoever 
moveth in the paths of the ſea. 13; 
The firſt man was cailed Adam, a name expreſſive of bis a 
original, as formed out of the duſt of the earth, to teach 
him humility, and dependence on God. His creator 
breathed into him the breath of life, and he became a living 
perſon. Beſides the eſſential faculties of his ſoul, he was 
brightly adorned with the image of God, and poſſeſſed as / 
much knowledge of the divine nature and: will, as was 
ſuitable to his condition as an innocent creature, together 
with ſufficient power to do his duty. God made him up- 
right, having his will in perfect ſubjection to his heavenly 
enlightened mind, and his affections placed . 8 the fu- 
preme good. 
Being formed after the i image of God, and adorned S 
; his fair reſemblance, God entered into a covenant with : 
dim, as the publick head of that numerous family, who ; 
' wereto ſpring from him by ordinary generation. For his | 
accommodation, God placed him in paradiſe, where he had 
every thing entertaining to the fight, and pleaſing to the 
taſte, under the eaſy reſtriction of abſtaining from the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil: which prohibition was in- 
tended to raiſe his creator's juſt authority over him, and 
to be the trial of his virtue and obedience. A ſevere 
N threatning was denounced if he tranſgreſſed the royal man- 
date of heaven, In the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
1 5 ſurely die.“ This threatning was equally to affect him 
and his poſterity. At the ſame time, the threatning of 
death upon tranſgreſſion implied a promiſe of life to 
Adam and his poſterity, if he had performed che condition 
ol the covenant, by yielding perfect and perſevering obe- 
dience during the time appointed for the continuance of his 
probativoary' ftate, Had he kept the covenant, he and his 
. offspring 
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| offepring would have been confirmed, like the elect angel, ; has 

in a tate of unchangeable goodneſs. But being used the 

by the devil, and the ſolicitation of his wife, he tafled te th 

i | Foait of the prohibited tree, and bence the ſource of all af 
b our woe. By the diſobedience of this one man all his po- mm 
1 ſterity are made guilty. Being their federal head, by the th 
11 divine conſtitution, the ſin he committed in that capacity on 
1 is imputed to them, and they are as much expoſed to the m 
penal ſanction of the covenant, as if they had committed . 
| the original tranſgreſſion 1 in their own perſans. | The death ry 
if threatened in that primitive conſlitution was threefold, um 


temporal, ſpiritual and eternal. Accordingly whenever 

. Adam ſinned, he loſt his ſpirjtual life, the image of God 
vl and @power of living to him in holy obedience. The 

ſeeds of mortality were ſown in his conſtitution, which 
3 gradually ſprung up and ſtrengthened in his frame, till 
they. brought him to bis original duſt. Abd from the 
time of his tranſgreſſion, he was expoſed to eternal death. 3 
The life promiſed in the covenant was oppoſed to tze 
death thteatened. Had Adam perſevered in innocence, he 1 
and his poſterity would veyer have been ſubjected to na- 
f tural death. Spiritual life they would have enjoyed 1 in all 
1! its beauty, energy, aud glory, and! in due time obtained 
_ everlaſting bappinefſss. 
Some indeed cenfure the 1 of this conſtitution, 
1 whereby Adam was made the federal head of his poſterity, 
| and think it extremely hard, that all his children ſhould be 
riuined hy an offence, which they never committed. But 
it muſt be an equitable conſlitution, becauſe it was framed % 

[ | by that great being, whoſe nature is perfectly holy, and 

| | all whoſe works and appointments are in righteouſncſs. Yea . 
it were eaſy to ſhow, that the conſtitution of Adam's fede- i 
ral headſhip was more favourable to the human race, and 
gave them a much fairer probability of happineſs than if 

_ every man had been put upon a perſonal trial of obedience; 
for in this covenant Adam had the eternal happineſs or 
miſery of many millions of his deſcendents, as a motive to 
obedience, which would not have been the caſe with his 
poſterity, bad every man ſtood trial for himſelf. He had 
too the motive of love to his poſterity, as the common and 
ariginal parent of that great family, who were to ſpring from 
fun wp which they would have wanted themſelves. mY 
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had alſo as a motive to obedience ſuperior to his poſleritʒ⸗ 


the manifold ſweetnefles and allurements of paradiſe itſelf, 


| the richeſt and moſt beautiful ſpot of the new created earth, 


a place prepared by infinite goodneſs itfelf for his entertain- 


ment and happineſs; together with the additional motive of 
the tree of lite, which grew in the midſt of the garden, that 
on every occaſion it might appeat to his bodily eyes, as a 
material and viſible repreſentation of that glorious and hap- 
py life, which was promiſed in the covenant, if the condi- 
tion of it had been performed. And if innocent Adam, 
in ſuch advantageous circumſtances, and having ſuch ſu- 
periot motives to obedience, was overcome by the temptef, 
what probability is there that his poſterity would have ſtood 

a trial of their own perfonal virtue, in leſs advantageous 
circumſtances, and fuceceded better than their progenitor 


had done? 


o 


As by virtue of Adam's federal repreſentation his poſte- 


rity were conſidered as one perfon with him in law, what 
took place with him holds alſo with them. The guilt of 


his fatal tranſgreſſion was not only charged on him, but his 
ſoul was corrupted in all its faculties. His underſtanding 


| was darkened, his will perverted, and his affections 


miſplaced; And the very ſame is the ſituation of all his 


22323 they have guilt imputed and ſin inherent, Adam's 
1 


fin is imputed to them, as he was their federal head, and cor- 


ruption of nature is conveyed from him to them, as their 
natural root in the way of ordinary generation. © - 

The covenant ef works being once violated, Adam 
ceafed to act any more in the capacity of a federal head, and 
therefore all his future actions, whether of diſobedience as 
a ſinner, or of obedience as a believer, could neither: pro- 
cure life nor death to his poſterity; becauſe he ated, evet 


after the fall, in a ſingle perſonal capacity. And even the 


law itſelf became weak; and loſt its power to give life to 
Adam, after he became a ſinner, this was what the law 
could not do in that it was weak thro' the fleſh," as Paul 


obſerves: In which expreſſion of the apoſtle there is a two- 


ſold weakneſs of the law pointed at; not only an incapacity 
to give lite, on account of the fleſh, or corruption of law 
tranſgreſſors; but a weakneſs in the law itſelf, or an inca- 


pacity to give life. unto ſinners, in reſpect of the appoint- 


ment of God, and the original deſign of the covenant of 


copld give life to man innocent, but not to man guilty, ; + 
Its language to Adam was, do and/ive, tranſgreſs and die; 
The promiſe of life in that covenant was only made to man 
, perſevering 1n;holineſs: as ſoon as he offended, he was cut 
off from the promiſe, and ſubjected to the penalty. And 


© _ , This better covenant is with peculiar propriety called 


Was the original ſpring of it, and-ſhines conſpicuous in all 
is parts. As by the firſt covenant fin reighs to death, fo 


\Chrift, as the publick head of all his ſpiritual ſeed ; and in 
this reſpect Adam was the type of him, that was to come. 


ogenant of works for all thoſe, whom he repreſented, 
and the ſecond Adam was bound to perform the condition © 


; LL 78 3] 


in this ſenſe all his poſterity are under the law of works, in 

their, natural condition, and will remain undef, it for ever; 
_thofe,excepted; who are the objects of diſtinguiſhing love, 
and inteteſted in a better covenant. © | 


The. covenanit of grace; becauſe grace divinely rich and free 
by the new covenant grace reigns thro' righteouſneſs to 
eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt. The firſt covenant was made 2 


by Got with Adam, as the püblick head of all his natutal 
offspring. The ſecond: covenant was made by God with 


The firſt Adam was bound to ꝓerform the condition of the 


.of. the covenant of grace, for all thoſe, whom he repre- 
ſented; with this difference, that Adam was obliged, in ; 
Point ef duty; to engage for his poſterity, when God pro- 
poſed the covenant to him, whereas the ſon of God was 
Wipgſed3o undertake the redemption of his people, by rhe | 


'\bowels-of /his on love: 1 4 
bis covenant of peace was between the Father and the 
Son, from eternity, and all the parts of this wondrous plan ; 
wereatijuſtedwithinfinitewiſdom;counſel and diſcernment. _ 
At was an act of grace in the Father to accept of his wn 


Son in this covenant, as the ſurety of ſinners, as well as 
in the Son to become their ſurety. But tho! the firſt and 
ſecund Adam agree in being federal heads; their federal re- 
preſentation was not of equal extent. Adam in the firſt 
cqvenant repreſented all his natural deſcendents. Chriſt in 
the ſecond repreſents the elect only, or all thoſe, who from 
eternity were given to him by the Father, to be redeemed 
from miſery, and to obtain ſalvation with eternal glory. g 
The reſt of the human race were paſſed by in the decree dr. 
election; and left to poſſeſs that heritage of wrath, to * 4 
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$ they ire born, as the deſcendents of Adam, and undef ths 


covenant of-works: And no impeachment of the divine 
rectitude can ariſe-from this, any more than from leaving the 


apoſtate angelic tribe to periſh itretrievably in their fin; 

When reaſonable creatures ſin againſt God, the perfection 
of his nature requires, that their fin ſhould be puniſhed 
according to its demerit, and if they never ſhate in divine 


grace, it is what God is not their debtor to confer, who is 
free to do with his own as he pleaſeth. And thoſe, who 
are the bleſſed objects included in the decree of election, 
are indebted for this ineſtimable privilege to the free and 
diſtinguiſhing grace of God, and not to any thing in them- 
ſelves, or done by them in time. The love of Jehovah 
was the cauſe of their election; their faith, love, repen- 
tance, and good works, are the fruits of election, and flow 
as neceſſarily from the great ſource of ele ing love as 
beams of light iſſue from the ſun. They were choſen in 
Chriſt as their new covenant head, that they might be 
holy, not becauſe they would be hol: FOOL... 
It was to accompliſh the redemption of this choſen ſeed 
that the Son of God was, in the fulneſs of time, made fleſh. 
He aſſumed the natute of thoſe, whom he was to redeem 
into union with his divine perſonality, that being related 
to heaven in reſpect of his divinity, and to earth in reſpect 
of his humanity, he might more fitly be the days-man be- 
tween God and man, and perform the office of a mediator. 


The nature, which he aſſumed into union with himſelf, 


was perfectly holy; that it might be qualified for ſubſiſting 
in union to his divinity, and for that obedience which he 
was to perſorm as our ſurety. He was not included in 
the federal repreſentation of the firſt Adam, that he might 
be free from the imputation of his fin. He was conceived 
1na virgin's womb, by the overſhadowing of the Holy Spi- 


Tit, that he might be free from that depravity of nature, | 


which is conveyed from Adam to bis poſterity, by ordi- 
nary generation. A part of the virgin's ſubſtance was 
ſanctified by the Holy Spirit, freed from all ſinful pollu- 
tion or tendency towards it, and ſeparated or ſet apart for 
the holy purpoſe of forming our Lords body. The parti- 


cular manner, in which the Holy Ghoſt accompliſhed this 


divine operation, is veiled in myſterious ſecrecy, and where 
the ſcriptures do not give us a key, we are not at liberty 
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But tho! by virtue of, the act of aſſumption, our Lotd 
united a real human nature to his divinity, he did not 


aſſume a human perſon. To conſtitute a human perſon, 
a true body and a reaſonalile ſoul muſt be united, and theſe 


muſt ſubſiſt diſt indy by themſelves. But it was otherwiſe 


with our bleſſed Lord; for tho he had a real human na- 


ture, a true body and reaſonable ſoul united together, yet 
theſe never had a ſeparate ſubſiſtence of their un; but 
from. the very moment of his ſupernatural conception, by 
the overſhadowing ſpirit; they ſubſiſted in union to his di- 
vine perſonality, as the Son of God. He has therefore a 
human nature, but one divine perſon for ever. 
When the two natures were united in his perſon they 


were not blended with one another; tho? cloſely united; 


they remained diſtindt. By the perſonal or hypoſtatical 
union, as div ines call it, our Lord's divine nature was not 
cvnverted inte his human nature, neither was his human 
nature converted. into his divine nature, but each nature 


remained diſtinct, tho! united to the other, and retained its 


jown-pecdliar and effential properties. 


The human nature, which our Lord aſſumed, was richly 


ſupplied with the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, to 
ſupport and ſtrengthen bim in the courſe of his painful 
obedience and ſufferings, as the ſurety of his people. As 
their ſurety it became him to ſulſil all tighteouſnets. A 
twofold debt they owed, a debt of obedience, and a debt 
o nuniſhment, neither of which they were able to pay. 
Both cheſe debts. were paid by him for them. His righ- 
teouſneſs, which was the performance of the condition of 
the new covenant, conſiſted of three parts, the holineſs of 
His nature, the purity of his life, and his ſufferings from 


"the ſordid manger to the bloody crofs.. The law of God 


Fequited the moſt perfect: rectitude of foul, as well as per- 
ect holineſs of life, and the firſt in order to the laſt. Our 


Redeemer anſwered: both tlieſe requiſitions, in the moſt 


perfeck manner fop he was the holy thing born of a virgin, 
ant in his life; he Mas holy, harmleſs; undeſiled. and ſepa- 
rated from ſinners. Ihe friſt Adam was quickly overcome 


by the tempter and ſeduced into ſin, but the ſecond Adam 


was proof againſt all his te mptations, and held faſt his in- 
tegrity, till death put a period to a life vf the faireſt inno- 


cCende, and of the moſſ extenſiye uſefulneſs, and advantage 


to mankind. By the ſpotleſs purity of his nature and * 
4 = | | e 
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he paid that debt of obedience, which His people owed, 
and by his ſufferings, commencing at his birth and termi- 


nating in his death, he paid their debt of puniſhment. 


His ſufferings for his people were voluntary ; for he be- 
came obedient to death even the death of the croſs; and 
that they were not eternal was owing to the infinite dig- 
nity of the ſufferer. The puniſhment due to the fins of 
his people he endured, in conſequence of the imputat ion 
of them to bim. As under the ceremonial diſpenſation 
there was a typical tranſlation of the guilt of the literal- 

Iſrael to the victim, in conſequence of which it was ſlain : 


ſo there was a real tranflation of the guilt of the ſpiritual 


Iſrael unto the Lamb of God, in conſequence of which 

his blood was ſhed. _ N f 

As our Lord was inveſted with three mediatorial oſſices 

by his Father, that of a Prophet, Prieſt, and King, it was 
in the character of the Great High-Prieſt over the houſe 
of God, that he died to make atonement. for the fins of his 
people. His prieſtly office conſiſted of two parts, to offer 
himſelf a ſacrifice, and to make ' interceſſion. The firſt 
part of this office he periormed on earth, in his unparal- 
leled ſufferings, which terminated in his death, when he 
offered to God his entire human nature foul and body. 
His ſacrifice was a perfect atonement for the. offences of 
his people, committed againſt a Being infinite in all 
perioction, by virtue of the union of his humanity, which 
waszthe oblation, to his divinity, the altar that ſanCtified 
the gift; for it was by the Eternal Spirit that he offered 
himſelf ro God. And that his ſacrifice was acceptable to 
the Father, appears from his appointing him to lay down 
his life, his declaration that he was well pleaſed for his 
righteouſneſs ſake, his reſurrection from the glpamy grave 

giving him glory and a kingdom, the promiſe of a nume 
rous ſeed, and the deſcent of the Holy Spirit, after he aſ- 
cended-on high. If the ſacrifice, which he offered be con- 
ſidered in the extent of its intrinſic virtue and merit, it is 
ſufficient to ſave all men, or ten thouſand worlds; for me- 
rit that is infinite will extend to all poſſible redemption. 
But Chriſt never intended to ſave to the utmoſt extent of 


| the merit of his death, be only intended by bis death to 


ſave the election, or thoſe whom the Father had given un - 
ta him. He died to purchaſe a certainty of ſalvation fol 
4 rt (>; Fae m 47 a = L B 2 | Ws this 


n 


E 
this choſen ſeed, and not to procure a poſſibility of ſalva- 
tion for all, or to bring all men into a ſalvable condition. 


His interceſſion, which is the other branch of his prieſt. 
ly office he is now performing within the veil. , Paving 


offered his facrifice on earth, like the legal high- prieſt, he 


went into the moſt holy place; where he appears in the 
Father's preſence, an advocate and interceſſor. His inter- 
ceſſion is of the ſame extent with his death. For the elect 
only he died, and for them only he interceeds. He inter- 
ceeds for thoſe elected perſons already brought into the 
covenant of grace, that they may be kept in it, and for 
thoſe. elect perſons, who are ſtill in their natural condition, 
that they may be made believers and brought home to 
their Father's houſe. 
His facrifice, inelufive of his active obedience, is the 
foundation of his interceſſion, or the ground upon which 


he pleads. And, as he procured all bleſſings for his peo- 


ple, by his death, fo he interceeds, that all thoſe may be 
conferred upon them; according to their neceſſities, and 


inthe order, in which the bleſſings of the covenant are to 


be communicated. As the great interceſſot of the church, 
he pleads not that the bleſſings of the covenant may be 
conferred upon the footing of mercy, but upon the footing 
of 7uftice, as due to his merit, and the dear purchaſe of 
his blood. His interceſſion is always, and in all things, 
prevalent with the Father, and him the Father heareth al- 


Ways, becaufe he loves him with a ſupreme affection; be- 


cauſe he pleads for no perſons but thoſe for whom he died, 

and for no bleſſings but thoſe which he purchaſed. And 
his interceſſion will continue for ever in heaven, for he hath 
an unchangeable prieſthood, and ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion. As he interceeds for the church on earth, that it 
may be glorified : ſo he will interceed for ever in heaven 


that it may be preſerved in glory, and the rich poſſeſſion 


of eternal bleſſedneſs. And the eternal happineſs of the 
ſpotleſs company about the throne will come into their 
poſſeſſion, as the fruit of his meritorious death and preva- 
lent interceſſion; for the Lamb in the midſt of the throne 
will feed them, and lead them to living fountains of waters. 
_ . * He's alfo inveſted, as Mediator, with the office of a 
| prophet, as he is the great Prophet of the church he hath 
given unto it that whole revelation of the divine will, con- 
tained in the holy ſcriptures of the Old: and New Feſtament, 
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lation of the goſpel. 


E * 3 


in which the whole duties of the law of nature are clear 
as a fun beam, exemplified by his own amiable and hea- 
venly deportment, and the footſteps of many of the flock, 


; - who thro? faith and patience are now inheriting the pro, 
miſes. 


The ſame celeſtial oracles contain a great variety 
of the moſt important doctrines, abſolutely neceſſary to be 
known in order to the ſalvation of ſinners, but which would 
have remained for ever unknown, had they not been re- 


vealed by.this Interpreter of a thouſand, this great prophet, 


this right Morning Star, who hath opened the hidden 
treaſures of heaven, and unveiled the gracipus purpoſes of 
God unto miſerable ſinners of our race. 

But tho! the reve/ation of divine truth in the Word of 
God is perfect in itſelf, yet in the bare letter of it, it is by 


no means ſufficient for the ſalvation cf ſinners, otherwiſe 


all would be ſaved, who enjoy the external objective reve- 
There is indeed light enough in the 
word, objectively conſidered, but the ſinner, by reaſon of 


ſpiritual blindneſs, is incapable of beholding the objects 


and truths of divine revelation, in their own nature, 
ſpiritual importance. excellence. and glory, till his under- 
ſtanding is ſpiritually illumined by Chriſt, the light of the 
world, who remaves the face-covering of ſpiritual blind- 
neſs, and unveils the glories of ſpiritual objects to the 
mind, and which, being once ſeen, in their true light, 
never fail to have a ſaving and operative influence on the 
heart. The order and progreſs af this ſpiritual illumina- 
tion correſponds to the natural courſe of things. The na- 
tural day ſucceeds the night, which involves the material 
ſyſtem in darkneſs: and the day of ſaving illumination 
ſuccteds the deplorable night of ſpiritual darkneſs, which 
hath fallen upon the ſouls of men, and involved the ſpi- 
ritual world in impenetrable obicurity, till the Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs riſe upon the ſoul with ſpiritual light and healing 
in his wings. As the light of the morning ſhineth more 
and more unto the perfect day : fo the light, which is con- 


vexed from Jeſus, the morning ſtar, into the ſoul, gradually 


enlightens it, till it arrive at the perfection of knowledge 
in the immediate viſion of God's face. 

And Jeſus will execute his prophetical office in the hea- 
venly ftate itſelf, in all that diverſity of glorious objects, 
which he will preſent unto the heavenly illumined mind, 
in all its improvements in knowledge; for the Lamb mul 

oe 
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be the light of the heavenly temple; and ſhine forth upon 
the nations of them, that are ſaved, in the perfection of * 
light and beauty, majeſty and glory. Their ſun will no 
more go down, nor their moon withdraw itſelf, but the © 
© Lord will be their everlaſting light, and, their God their 
c . 5 1 | $ 
- Our bleſſed Emmanuel is alſo inveſted with the office. 
of a king. As the ſecond perſon of the adorable Trinity 
he is God over all bleſſed forever, equally the Creator and 
Governor of the univerſe with the Father and Spirit: But 
in the economy of grace, as the Redeemer of the church, 
he is inveſted with a delegated power and authority by the. 
Father, for carrying into execution his mediatorial admi- 
niltration, till he preſent all bis Redeemed, ſpotleſs and 
faultleſs before the throne of God. The univerſal king- 
dom of providence is committed to him, he is the Governor 
among the nations, and his kingdom commands every thing 
that has being. But beſides the univerſal kingdom, ſub- 
jected to him as mediator, he is by the Father's deſigna- 
tion and ſupreme authority conſtituted head of the church 
and lawgiver in Zion. In conſequence of being made king 
in Zion, he alone has the right of legiſlation, in this his 
_ own ſpiritual and independent kingdom. This he claims 
as his prerogative, and a right inherent in his crown, and 
bis glory in this reſpect will he not give to another.. 
There have been two particular church ſtates, which have 
been eſtabliſhed by bim, with every thing pertaining to 
them, viz. that of the law and goſpel church. He was gra- 
ciouſly pleafed to take the people of Iſrael, the feed of Ja- 
cob his fervant and Abraham his friend, into a covenant 
of peculiarity with himſelf, and to diſtinguiſh them from 
the reſt of mankind, by a peculiar ſyſtem of government 
and Jaws 6f his appointment. That ſyſtem of Jaws, which 
he gave this favourite, but ſinful people, confiſted of three 
parts moral, judicial and ceremonial. He gave them the. 
moral law, as the eternal rule of righteouſneſs, to which. 
they were to ſtudy conformity in heart, ſpeech and beba- 
viour: This law reſults from the infinite rectitude of the 
divine nature, and is therefore of indiſpenkfible and eternal 
obligation, binding upon all perſons, in all places, at all 
times, and in all conditions. This law all natural men 
are under, as a covenant of works violated by Adam, and 
believers are only under it as a rule of holy obedience, 3 
8 the 


diſpenſation. 


| is 3 


mme hand of the Mediator, as in the ſequel of thistreatiſe 


will more fully appear. 


He gave alſo to his ancient people a ſyſtem of judicial 


Y ſtatutes for the regulation of their civil government, in that 


peculiar common wealth. This law is not obligatory upon 


© Chriſtian flates, any farther than ſome of its precepts are 
of a moral nature. . 


The Iſraelites received the ceremonial law for their di- 
rection in the worſhip of God, and as typical of better 
things to come. ITY: 1 | , \ he ob £99 5 SOOT : 8 

The office of high · prieſt commenced in the perſon of 


Aaron, and was to be continued in his family; and Le- 


vi's tribe were appropriated: to the altar, and appointed 
to conduct the publick ſervices of the ſanctuary. Every 
part of the worſhip both of the tabernacle and temple, to- 
gether with. the laws of admiſſion to and excliſion from 
external fellowſhip with the church of 1ſracl, was very par- 
ticularly adjuſted under that diſpenſation. 2 
The whole ceremonial ſyſtem was a typical inſtitu- 
tion and poſitive ordinance, founded in the will and 
appointment of God, and not in his nature, and therefore 
it was alterable, and aboliſhed at the death of Chriſt, and 
was never intended to be obligatory under the Chriſtian 
The goſpel church and kingdom, which ſucceeded the 
Jewiſh eſtabliſhment, is alſo framed and ſet up by Jeſus 
Chriſt. He hath appointed the office-bearers in the goſpel 
church; how they are to come into their office; their qua- 
Iifications for it, and the manner, in which they are to 
diſcharge it. Of theſe ſome were extraordinary neceſſa 
for opening the Chriſtian diſpenſation, and eſtabliſhing 
the religion of Jeſus in the world, but were not to con- 
tinue: ſuch were the apoſiles, prophets, and evangeliſts. 
Some were ordinary ofice-bearers, and their office to be 


1 continued in the church to the end of the world: ſuch 


are paſtors and teachers, together with helps and govern- 
ments, or preſbyters, who are to aid the paſtors of 
the church in ruling, tho' not in preaching the word. 
To thoſe we add deacons, whoſe buſineſs it is to ſerve ta- 
bles and manage the ſecular affairs of the church. The 
great lawgiver hath alſo appointed the two ſeals of the 
covenant under the goſpel, baptiſm and the ſacred ſupper; 
the form of government to be obſerved in the New Teſta- 
| ment 
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Vent church, and the fermt of een Jo Be fell 


ip, and exluſic ien from it. Theſe and every other thing 
rtaining to this ſpiritual community, he hach adjuſted by 
his own expreſs authority, and not left them to be new: 
OO or changed zecoccking to the arbitrary humours 
of men. 


The power and authority of FAY office- bearers of the 


church is in ſubordination to the authority of the great 


head; and confiſts in carrying into execution the laws 


and ordinances, which he hath appointed, till he come 


again; but they have no power to'add to his doQrines; 


ordinances, and lache; to take from them, or to alter them. 


Whatever they Have receited ftom the head, they are to 
bold fait til he come; and to teach and obſetve with fide- 


lity and care wharſover he hath commanded them. And 


as far a8 they do otlierwiſe, in their doctrine or judicative 


capacity, they are not the ſervants of Chriſt, nor ſubject 
to his authority, as the only lawgiver in Zion. 


It is alſo the peculiar prerogative of this glorious king 
of the church to form the heart to the obedience of his 
own laws, he engraves his law upon the hearts of his ſub- 
jeQs. Other kings may preſcribe laws to their ſubjects, 
and command the 46 of the outward man, while 


theif power cannot reach the heart; but the Prince of life 
reigns in the hearts of his ſubj jeQts, and makes them a 


willing people ih the day of bis power. And when by 
the goſpel; the rod df his ſtrength, all the election are 


made the willing ſubjects of his government, and all thoſe 
added to the church, that are to be ſaved, and the whole 


myſtical body compleated, he will give a moſt glorious 


Uiſplay of his kingly power in the great day of final doom 
and decifion, in the righteous judgement of the world; 


+ for the Father hath committed all judgement to rhe Son; 

and will at laſt judge the world in righteouſneſs by him. 
Having now ſpoken of Chriſt's mediatorial offices, it 

may not be improper to enumerate a few of the bleſſings 


of his purchaſe, whith the whole e Irael are made 
"0 poſſeſs in due time. | 


The glorious goſpel is the great and chief mean, which 


| God the Spirit makes uſe of in bringing the elect into a 


ſtate of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. No qualifications are 

required of finners 10 entitle them to the goſpel ſalvation, 

or to 0 be the foundation of their ri ight to believe in the — 
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of God. The calls, commands, and invitations of the 
word, are the ground of faith, and they are directed to 
mankind, as lol and periſhing ſinners of Adam's family. 
As every I(raelite had a right to eat of the Fe lamb; 


to gather the manna in the wilderneſs; and if bit by the 
fiery ſerpents to look to the brazen ſerpent for healing: 


ſo every finner, whatever he has been, and whatever he 


has done, has a right to believe in Chriſt, as the great 
ordinance of heaven for his ſalvation, and ought to con- 
ſider the calls and invitations of the goſpel ſo particularly 
directed to himſelf, as tho? they were not directed to any 
other perſon in the creation. It is the diſtinguiſhed ex- 
cellence and glory of the goſpel, that it offers Jeſus and 
his ſalvation, fully and freely to every ſinner, who hears 
this Joyful ſound: | | i Ei 1 8 
But tho' no qualifications are required as the foundation 


of faith, but only the gracious declarations of the word, 


yet a ſenſe and conviction of fin and miſery is neceſſary 
in all thoſe, who believe. It is not neceflary, as the ground 


of faith, but it is neceſſary to faith itſelf. For it muſt be 


obſeryed, that a right to believe, and faith itſelf, are very 
different things. The one lies wholly in the word, the 
other is ſeated in the heart. Many have a right to believe 
in the external invitation, but ſew in compariſon improve 
this right into real faith. And even many convinced ſin- 
ners periſh without believing in Chriſt, as many of the 
Iſraelites who paſſed by the burning mount, died in the 
wilderneſs, and never entred the promiſed land: Arid of 
thoſe, whoſe convictions are of a ſaving nature, ſome have 
ſtrongar convictions, ſome weaker, ſome are under them 
a longer, ſome a ſhorter time. Sometimes convinced ſin- 
ners are long-in the place of the breaking forth of chil- 
dren; at other times, as ſoon as Zion is in travail, ſhe 
brings forth her ſons, and a nation is born in one day: 
ſo diverſified 18 the way of the Spirit in this myſterious 
and diyine proceſs. . 505 N 5 
But ſooner or later, when convictions are ſaving, they 
iſſue in regeneration, which conſiſts in an effectual ſuper- 


natural change of the faculties of the ſoul. This gracious 


change is produced by the agency of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


and ſinners are wholly paſſiye, when it is effected. They 


, that 
they 


may indeed be active in the us of appointed means 


F183. 


they may obtain converſion, but the infuſion of the he- 
' xenly nature in regeneration is wholly the work of the © 
Spirit. They can no more produce the heavenly life in As 
their ſouls, by any actions of their own, or improvement 5 
of their natural powers, than they could be the authors of 
their own creation, or than a man under the power of na- 
tural death, the prey of worms and corruption, can raiſe 
himſelf from the darkſome grave, and perform the fun c- 
tions of natural life. When this change is effected the - 
ſoul does not receive any new natural faculties; for its 
_ faculties are eſſential to its nature, and tho' weakened, _ 
were not loſt by fin. The ſoul is poſſeſſed of the ſame 
underſtanding, will and affections, in everyftate of its be- 
ing, as conſtituent parts of its nature. But in regenera- 
tion the old, natural, and eſſential faculties of the ſoul are 
tenewed by the infukon and reception of new ſpirituat - 
- qualities. This change 1s alſo univer/al in the ſoul, and 
pervades all its faculties, and yet the whole ſoul is not 
*renewed. In regeneration grace is perfect in its parts 
but is not perfect in its growth. As when a child is born 
into the natural world, he has all the members of a man, 
'tho” theſe are but ſmall at firſt, in compariſon of what 
they will be in a ſtate of manhood: ſo when the new crea- 
ture is formed in the ſoul, it contains every grace really, 
in the ſeed and principle, tho' no grace is perſect in its 
J...... SR | „ 
Jjuſtification is another privilege of believers. Tho diftin 
in its nature from regeneration it is inſeparably connected 
with it. Juſtification is a change of the ſinners fate, re- 
generation is a change of his heart. The one is an aCt 
of God without him, the other is the work of God within 
him. The one reſpects the penalty of the law and the 
puniſhment, which it threatens, the other reſpects the pre- 
cepts of the law, and the obedience, which it requires. In 
the one the believer is delivered from the guilt of. fin, in 
the other from its power. In the one he has a zi#/e to 
heaven, and in the other a begun meetne/5 for it. 
The foundation of juſtification is the meritorious righ- 
teoufſneſs of the divine ſurety, excluſive of all qualifications 
in the perſon juſtified, or any works performed by him: 
The faith, by which he is juſtified, is of the operation of 
God, and it neither. juſtifies, by virtue of its habit or exiſt- 
. e ence 
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Z ence jn the ſou], as a grace of the Spirit, nor yet by its own 


F the 7 af, as it is exerciſed by the ſoul, but it juſtifies as an inſtru- 


fe in ment or hand of the ſoul which it ſtretches forth to receive 


> the gift of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, exhibited as the object of 
1 juſtikying faith, in the word of grace, and claims an intereſt 


in it as its own. The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to 
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1 the ſinner by God, 
And when it is imputed to him, it is not infuſed into his 


at the time when it is received by faith. 


thei nature, but in law-reckoning, it is ſo placed to his account 
\ ies that it is as pleadable by him for acceptance with God and 
1 += eternal life, as if it had been wrought out by him in his 


: own perſon. 


In juſtification the believer not only obtains a title to 
life, which he cannot loſe again, but alſo a full, free, 
and irreverſible pardon of all his fins. When he is juſti- 
hed, he is compleatly freed from the law, as a covenant 


2 of works, both in its precept and penalty. He is freed 
from the precept of the law, as a covenant, becauſe in 
the covenant of works the law's precept was preſcribed 


to Adam as the' foundation of a title to life, but it is 
not preſcribed to the believer for this end in the goſpel. 
But tho' the believer is freed from the precept of the law, 
in its federal form, as obedience to it is the foundation 
of a title to life, according to the nature and conſtitu- 
tion of the covenant of works, yet he 1s not freed from 
its obligation, as it is the eternal rule of righteouſneſs, 
reſulting immediately from the all- perfect nature of the 
divine law-giver; for in this ſenſe the law muſt have 
been the rule of obedience to man, tho' it had never been 
delivered to him in the form of a covenant, and in this 
ſenſe the law is unalterable in its obligation, till the na- 
ture of the law-giver be changed, and man ceaſe to be 
a ſubject of moral government. This natural law is ta- 
ken into the goſpel ſyſtem, and is in the hand of Chriſt 
as Mediator, and it is obligatory on all his myſtical mem- 
bers, not as in the old covenant that they may obtain a 
title to life by obeying it, but as the rule of their obe- 

dience: which obedience is at once the evidence of their 
title to life by faith in the Saviour's righteouſneſs, and 


their meetneſs for the poſſeſſion of eternal life, in reſpec 


of the frame and temper of their mind; for without holi- 
neſs, in this ſenſe, no man can ſee the Lord. 5 


FE 1 


In juſtification the believer is alſo ſreed from the laws 
nalty, or which is the ſame thing, he obtains the remiſ= 
lion of fin and is exempted for ever from the puniſhment, 
and vindictive wrath it deſerves. There hath been a con- 
troverſy keenly agitated among divines, about the pardon 
of fin obtained in juſlification. Some maintain that in juſ- 
tification all fins are pardoned, paſt, preſent, and to come. 
Others aſſert that in juſtification only paſt and preſent ſins 
are pardoned, and a foundation is laid for the remiſſion of 
future fins, upon renewed repentance and application to 
the blood of atonement, This controverſy, like many 
others, has been very fruitleſs, and conſiſts rather in words 
ö ttan things. The doctrine of ſcripture concerning the par- 
don of fin ſeems to be as follows. In juſtification a com- 
- plete and irreyocable pardon, af all fin already committed, 
1 | is obtained. And the juſtified belieyer being now happily 
| . delivered out of his old covenant ſtate, and intereſted in the 
new covenant, and its glorious head, ſuch is the nature and 
contexture of the new covenant, within the bond of which 
= be is brought, that no fins, which he afterwards commits, 
= ever expole him to condemnation; for there is no condem- 
E nation to them, that are in Chriſt Jeſus, - there is none in 
time, there will be none at death, none at the great day 
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of final retribution, none to all eternity. Not that the 
believer's ſins leſs deſerve puniſhment, in their own nature, 
than his ſine, while an unbeliever, on the contrary, they 
have more inttin ſic demerit in them than the ſins of his | 
former ſtate, as they are committed againſt greater degrees 
of light, love, and mercy manifeſted to bim, and greater 
internal ability to reſiſt temptation. But the nature of the 
conſtitution, under which he now is, preſerves him for ever 
| FD free from the law of works, ſa that he can never be ſub- _/ 
| jecked either to the commanding or condemning power of 
that coyenant. But tho? the believer cannot fin againſt the 
law of works, and therefore cannot be condemned by that 
Jaw to eternal puniſhment, yet times innumerable, in 
[- thought, word, and deed, he fins againſt the law, as the 
I rule of his obedience. And tho' the fins, which he com- 
| mits, in his new ſtate, againſt the law in the hand of the 
Mediator, da not expoſe him to vindictive puniſhment, 
| yet they expoſe him to the chaſtiſements and corrections 
pt God, as a Father, who loves his children in bis 2 5 
Ma | [1 O 
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je. ventions. And it is the duty of his children to pray for 


he men are brought externally into covenant with God, as 


:h ny, who are the ſons of God in this reſpect, are his ene- 
Sz mies, and will at laſt be faund among the workers of ini- 
a M quify. « Ns - „ 
n . But the privilege of adoption, of which I now ſpeak, is 
ly _- peculiar to believers, adoption in the proper notion of it 
1E conſiſts in taking a perſon into a family, and making him 
e, an heir, tho' he is not ſo by his birth. It is ſo with the 
„ dA adopted ſons of God. Tho' by nature the children of the 
is devil, and heirs of hell, by adoption they become the chil- 
- > dren of God and the heirs of glory. Men uſually adopt 
r = into their families thoſe, who poſſeſs ſome amiable quali- 
Ee _- ties in their eſtimation, or becauſe they have no children 


Tol their own, but thofe, who by adoption are admitted into 
- the heayenly family, are deſtitute of every amiable and de- 
f __ fireable qualification. Nor does the great Father of all 


e _ ſtand in need of adopting any ſuch into his family for want 

t ol children; for beſides his own Son, in whom he is infi- 

n nitely well pleaſed, he has millions of holy angels, his ſons 

e buy creation, who never offended bim. 

= By being the adopted ſons of God, believers have a title : 
e = to all the privileges of his children. They poſſeſs the Spi- 

1 2} rit of adoption, as inſeparably connected with their ſon - 

s ip, whereby they call God their Father, and worſhip 

, = andſerye him with the affectiens and diſpoſitions of _ 

on SO. . 
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They are intitled to protection; proviſion; correction, ta 
grace and glory, all things are their's, becauſe they are 


Chriſt's, and by him the adopted ſons of God. 


And as they are renewed, juſlified; and adopted, ſo they 
are ſanctified, and are in ſcripture called the ſanctified i in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus. The ſoundation of their ſanctification is laid 


in their regeneration by the Spirit. Juſtiſication is an a# of 
God, becauſe 1 it is perfect in the firſt moment of believing. 
fanQtification i is a work of God, becauſe it is only gradually 
brought to perfection. In the new birth the new nature 
exiſts in all the faculties of the ſoul, but it is not perfec- 
ted in any of them. There is light in the underſtanding, 
love i in the will, and order in the affections; but darkneſs, 
enmity, aud diforder ſtill remain, in ſome degree, in all 
thoſe powers of the mind, till the body of clay be diſſolved. 

Sanctification is the lame work begun in converſion, car- 


ried on to perfection, till the holy nature have perſectly 


diffuſed itſelf thro? all the powers of the ſoul; and the re- 
mainder3 of the body of death are entirely extinguiſhed. 
The continued aſſiſtance of the ſpirit isas neceſſary to carry 
on this work as to begin it, and the believer is as depend- 


ent on God for renewed ability to exerciſe the gr ace he has 


received, as for the implantation of grace at firſt; or for 
the ſuppgre and exerciſe of his natural faculties and mem- 
bers. Tho' ſanctification is not the ground of the believer's 
title to heayen, but Immanuel's righteouſneſs, yet it an- 
ſwers many excellent and invaluable propoſes. Itilluſtrates 
the glorious energy and power of divine grace. God is 
gionified, when his children bring ſorth much fruit. The 


| Redeemer is ſatisfied when he ſees this fruit of the travail 


of his ſoul, upen the hearts of men, The Spirit is glorified 
and pleaſed with the ſucceſs of his applying work, in re- 
ducing the rebellious to the obedience of faith. It is pro- 
ſitable to the world, as a viſible repreſentation of the ami- 
ableneſs and beauty of real religion, and a practical teſti- 
mony and remonftrance againſt fin. It is profitable to the 
Chriſtian himſelf, as it is a ſource of much inward pleaſure, 
{atisfaClion, and joy; as it is the beſt evidence of his juſti- 
fication, and as it qualifizs him in reſpect of the ſrame and 
temper of his mind, for the immediate viſion of God's face. 
For there muſt always be a correſpondence and agreement 


between the faculties and powers of enjoyment, and the 
objects 


1 31 


” pointment of God, the depravity of their own hearts would 
entirely diſqualify them for the exerciſes and enjoy ments 
of the celeſtial ſtate. A ſow would not be more out of its 
proper element in a royal palace, or afiſh on the dry land, 
than a polluted finner in this bliſsful habitation wherein 
Z dwelleth righteouſneſs. But by the ſanctification of the 
ſpirit, the Chriſtian is brought into a proper frame and ap- 

titude for the objects, employments, and ſatisfactions of 
the better country. And his perſeverance in a ſtate of grace 
and holineſs, till he come thither, is ſecured by the divine 
decree, the conſtitution of the new covenant, the merits of 
Chriſt, the the work of the Spirit, and the power, faithful- 
neſs, and love of God. SS SAD 

Death alſo is the Chriſtians. Tho' he is not exempted 

from its ſtroke, he is delivered from its fling. Death, which 
puts a final period to the carnal, tumultuous, and inſipid 
joys of the wicked, and diſmiſſes their ſouls to the place 
of weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, is to the fincere diſciple 
of Jeſus a period to all the labours and diſtreſſes of this mor- 
tal life, and a bleſſed introduction to that fulneſs of joy, 
which is at God's right hand. Like the fiery chariot, in 
which the holy Ti/bbite aſcended, death tranſports the 
gracious foul to the excellent glory, It is true that when 
the foul of the believer is ſepafated from its kindred clay, 
his body muſt deſcend into the grave and ſee corruption, 
but there it ſleeps, as in a peaceful habitation, and quiet 
re{ling place, free from all the troubles, ſtorms, and 
tumults of life: - And tho? it mingle with its original duſt 
and ſee corruption, {till it is precious in the Redeemer's 
ſight, and a part of his myſtical body. And being ſo nearly 
related to him, and a part of himſelf, tho' it be forgotten 
in the Jand of the living, it will not be forgotten by him, 

nor ceaſe to be the object of his tender care. When the 
great riſing day is come, he will reanimate the dead bodies 
of his ſaints with their former ſouls, and raiſe them from 
the duſt of the earth, much fairer, more improved, and 
glorious forms than thoſe waſted, disfigured, and corrup- 
tible frames, which death lodged in the gloomy repoſi- 
tories of the grave. At this wiſhed for period, death => 
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the grave will be ſwallowed up in victory, with reſpect to ö 
the whole myſtical body of Chriſt. The reſurrection bo- 


dies of the juſt will be compoſed of the ſame material ſub- 2! 
Nance with their preſent bodies, but ſtrangely improved by .* 
the addition of new ſpicitually qualities, that they may be pet 
capable to bear the viſions of glory, and to be meet com- 
panions to their ſouls, in the joys and exerciſes of a bleſ= 7 


Ted eternity. The bodies of the righteous will be raiſe4 up 
from the grave in vin to their myſtical head, by his ſpi- 
rit, who dwelleth in them; but thoſe of the wicked will 
be quickened by the power of Chriſt as a judge. The 
ſaints will aſcend in their whole perſons to meet the Lord 
In the air, and whey they are brought before his venerable 
tribunal, the glorious Judge will with infinite delight, and 
ſatisfaction, and to their unſpeakable joy pronounce the 
irreverſible ſentence, adjudging them to. eternal life. 
They will alſo acquieſce in that doleful ſentence, which 
the righteous Judge will pronounce againſt apoſtate angels, 
and reprobate men, appointing them to endleſs miſery, in 
proportion to the demerit of their crimes. © 

And aſter the ſolemn proceſs of that day is ended the 
glorious Judge of all will return to his Father's kingdom, 
at the head of myriads of attending angels, and the whole 
church of the redeemed; and introduce them with glad- 
neſs great, and mirth on every fide, into his Father's pre- 
ſence, where their knowledge and holineſs, happineſs and 
glory, Mall he perfect, and continue thro? the unmeaſur- 
able extent of unceaſing duration. 


” . q 


This I have laid together in a connected ſeries a number 
of the capital truths of divine revelation, without attempt= 
ing to prove them ſrom the ſacred oracles, that they might 
be brought within a more narrow compaſs. Thoſe, who 
are acquainted with the holy ſcriptures, and the narmony 
and analogy of divine truth, will be able to judge whether 
the ſentiments contained in this ſmall treatiſe, have à foun- 
dation in the word of inſpiration, and are agreeable to the 
doctrine contained in our Confeſſion of Faith and Cate- 
chiſms. The truths, ſelected from ſcripture in this ſhort 
running narration, are the truths inculcated by the relief 
miniſters, upon the people of their paſtoral charge, the 
ſaying influence and energy whereof they deſite they and 
their hearers may experience upon their hearts, and then 

they 


9 1 2 1 
bo- they doubt not but they will be ſaved themſelves and they 
ub. who hear them. | 

And now jet the candid world judge whether thoſe pro- 
ſfeſſed witneſſes for truth are not as forward as wiſe, who 
- *injuriouſly charge the Relief-miniſters with deluding the 
generation, and relieving them from the yoke of Chriſt. Ik 
to preach the above mentioned ſyſtem of divine truths is 
to relieve the generation from the Redeemer's yoke, what 
ſort of truths do theſe men themſelves preach to bring 


them under it? 


Pi. S. An anonymous ſcribbler has very lately appeared 
againſt the Relief. Pe boaſts great things, and among 


he $ many other great ſwelling words of vanity and falſehood 
fe. againſt the Relief miniſters, he ſays, that, he is not cer- 


oh 4 * © tain but the Relief ſcheme, in general, is the growth 
Is, of modern ſcepticiſm and infidelity?” After the ſum- 
: mary of Chriſtian. doctrines now given, which the ſynod: 


in 8 of Relief believe and teach in their facred miniftrations, 
ne it is ſubmitted to every candid and unprejudiced reader 
n, if they are either Deiſts themſelves, or wiſh to encou- 
le rage the cauſe of Deiſm, which is a profeſſed diſbelief 


I. "7 of divine revelation altogether, and whether this defa- 
matory ſcribbler does not more reſemble the accuſer of the 


8 * 2 . 
4 _ > brethren than a miniſter of the New Teſtament, who is 
„ bound to ſpeak the truth in love. But as I intend to 
give the reader a more perfect portrait of the character 
rand ſpirit of this author in the concluſion of this per- 
5 _; formance, I ſhall ſay no mote of him here. 
7 5 9 
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i 1. Containg an account of the prints in 98 * Se 
A R d difer from the preſen Natianaſ  Ljtabliſh- 
ment. | 


- AVING now mentioned a variety of ſcriptural 
truths and doctrines, that the reader may have 
a view of the Religious Syſtem maintained by 
© dhe Synod of Relief, I next proceed to ſtate the 
"oy — points, in . they differ from the Eſtabliſned 
Church, on the one hand, and the Seceſſion, on the other. 
I ſhall begin with the points, in which they a from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland. 
In the entry I obſerve with pleaſure chat there are many 
valuable ard reſpectable miniſters of the goſpel, on the Nati- 
"Zonal Eſtabliſhment, who glory in preaching the ſalvation 
of the croſs, deſire to ſerve God with their ſpirits in the 
$olpel of his pon, and whoſe zeal for evangelical truth, 
Purity of deportment, and the liberties and rights of Chriſ. N 
tians greatly endears them to the Relief miniſters, wha 
love and bonour them much in the Lord, and did the deſ. 
potiſm of the times permit, would be happy to join in occa- 
.Honal miniſterial. communion with them, and to go into 
the houſe of God and enjoy ſweet fellowſhip with them in 
the ordinances of the goſpel worſhip. But they lament 
| that miniſters of this character are now by much the ſmalleſt 
Fumber of thoſe, who compoſe the miniſterial order, in the 
; National Eſtabliſhment. 
There are other two ſorts of miniſters in the National 
Tburch, with whom the Relief body cannot join in com- 
3 nion miniſterial or Chriſtian, firſt legal and unſound 
Preachers, ſecondlythoſe, who have intruded themſelves into 
b | office of the holy miniſtery, not only without the con- 
t of the Chriſtian people, hue in direct oppoſition to their 
Inclination and choice. 
©: M4 
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moſt ſerious and beſt diſpoſed people in the nation, hel 


Vell inſtructed in the myſteries of the kingdom, will lay 7 b 


preceptiye branches of religion, he will fo far ſhow the 


alf Adam's fin to his poſterity; the corruption of human 
nature, the neceſſity of juſtification by the imputation of Im- * 
manuel's rigbteouſneſs; or regeneration by divine influ- | 


with no prepriety be called preachers of the goſpel. 


3 | 1 
It has been a long and frequent complaint, amongſt 9 


many miniſters in the eſtabliſhment either deny or perven 
the dogtrines of the goſpel, ot conceal and withdraw the 


great operative truths of the Chriſtian Syſtem. from the view 5 
of the people. It is ſcarcely poſſible to account for the nu· II 
merous and conſtant complaints of this nature, from every | de 
corner of the land, if there be no occaſion given for them. KF 
0 faithful miniſter of the goſpel, who makes conſcience of 7 | fo 
declaring the whole eouniei of God to periſhing ſinners, * 

will not I ſatisfy himſelf with expiaiuing in ins pub. n 
lic miniſtrations the dofrinal part of religion; but will 7 d 
alſo illuſtrate and inculcate the preceptive and praci.callh cl 


branches of it. The great capital and efſentiaÞdoAriges te 


of the imputation of Adam's fin; the univerfal depravity 


of mankind ;-juſtification by the righteouſneſs of ben, | 
zegeneration by the Spirit; and the neceſſity of dine in- Ws 3 
fluences for the performance of duty, the ſcribe who is 


as the ſaundation, and on it rear the beautiful e ers. IF 

ture of eyangelical halineſs, and explain the ſeveral bran- 
ol practical and experimental re On doctrina! 
bjeCts be will be  pratlical and on Shade! ſubjeRs he 

will. be doctrinal. And when preaching on any of the 9 


* Ws, ate 4&4 uh Sian. * of 3 c 


5 8 
_— 


conpertion between privilege and duty; gragp and holineſs 5 4 

as will bring no impeachment upon bis chat acter as a le- 5 
5 preacher, or adminiſter to his audience any occaſion 
to ſuſpect his foundneſs in the faith. But if any, who bear 1 
the miniſterial character pteſume to deny the imputation 


ences; if they maintain man's ability to obey the law in 
his own ſtrength, or make his duties of obedience either 
ia whole or in part the ground of his acceptance with: God | 
and a title to eternal life, ſuch are legal preachers and can 


And. thoſe to whom this character belongs in the Na- 1 
tional church are the more inexcuſable, that at their ordi- 
nation to the Holy miniſtry, they come under very ſolemm 
obigen ions 10 to maintain and ſupport thatſyſRem of ſound * 

47 . dochrine 3 


7 8 . 

1 
5 Wy k Y . 
: / 


aft this docttrine contained in the a Weſtminſter Confeſ- 


„ that | ſion, and yet after all ſubvert in the courſe of their miniſtry 
erver by their own profeſſed belief. Such a practice, tho' alas! too 
v the ; prevalent, argues the baſeſt diſingenuity and depravity ok 
e 0 deart, and is a mournſul ſymptom of their future Huh 
ie nu. Tf they cannot ſee the Calviniſtic ſyſtem of doctrines laid 
ever down in the confeſſion to be agrecable to the word of God, 
them. | | they ought never for the moſt lucrative ſettlement, to profeſs 
nce ol | to believe it, 'and then tho? they were in an error, they 
mera would be conſiſtent with themſelves and might be honeſt 
pub: , men. But ſolemnly to profeſs to believe, what in fact they 
will "03 no believe, a and afterwards to ſubvert their profeſſed 
gall creed, is totally incompatib! 2 with uprightneſs and in- 
rines 3 

any And as s the Relief Synod are fully convinced that ſuch 
rift ; a legal ſtrain of preaching is ſubveſive of the goſpel, and 


ein- vil neyer be bleſſed of God to promote the true know- 
0 is} ledge and intereſt of religion, they think it exceedingly lin- 
1 2 1 4 | fol to maintain communion | miniſterial or Chriſtian with 


ruc-⸗ any ſuch. And it is their prayer, that God in mercy 
ran - 4 may enlighten the minds of thoſe men in the knowledge 
ina! of the truth, and diſpoſe them faithfully to declare it 
s he to others, or that he may ſend other labouress into his 


the 3 vineyard, who will inſtruct bis church in the knowledge 

'the | of the pure and unadulterated truths of the goſpel, Legal 
neſs preaching therefore is one of the principle points in which 
i le- the Synod of Relief differ from the 1 prevailing party 
fon 3 in Bis church of Scotland. 

I be other point in which chey Aiffer from the National 
Church 3 is the intruding of men into the office of the holy 
miniſtry without the cal? of the Chriſtian people and in 
direct oppoſition to their inclination and choice. Of this 
there have been many mournful inſtances, in the various 
parts of the kingdom for a ſeries of paſt years, of which, 
the public deciſions of the National Aſſembly; the nume- 
> rous places of worſhip erected by Diſſenters; and many 
= ahi.olt empty parochial churches, are viſible and glaring 
proofs. This ſinful and Antichriſtian practice has greatly 
marred the peace of the National Cburch; deſtroyed her 
credit and uſeſulneſs; grieyed the hearts of her beſt dif- 
poſed miniſters and members ; and occaſioned many walt- 
mg eue from her ſociety. I add, it has been ye 
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was himſelf called of God as was Aaron The call of the, 


— 


1 / 


cipally to be obtained by their intereſt independent of the 
people, young men pointing towards the miniſtry, will 
generally (a few excepted of the more conſcientious) en- 
deavour to acquire thoſe talents, and purſue that ſtrain of 
preaching which will render them agreeable to thoſ of 
Higher Tank, rather than thoſe accompliſhments which 
would render them moſt %u in the church of God. 
When a decent and proper regard was paid to the incli- 
nations of the Chriſtian people in the ſettlement of mini- 


ſters, and the Antichriſtian monſter patronage had not erec- 


ted its deformed creſt ſo viſibly as at preſent, the clerical 
order in the church of Scotland was generally compoſed 
of learned, orthodox and laborious miniſters. In aimoſt 
every parochial church was to be ſeen a ſerious, reſpectable, 
and attentive audience, and harmony and peace, edifica- 
tion and loye reigned through the nation. And candidates 
for the facred office ſtudied to cultivate thoſe talents, 
which were calculated to promote the ends of uſefulneſs 


and edification in the church of God. But fince the ri- 


orous excerciſe of patronage took place, error and diſ- 
cord, confuſion and anarchy, and a thouſand other evils 


have been its attendants _ i 
None have a right to exerciſe any office in the church 
of God without a call to it. The great Head of the church 


* 


miniſters of the New Teſtament is extraordinary, or ordi- 


nary, of the firſt kind was the call given to the apoſtles, 
whom Chriſt himfelf called from their ſecular employments 
and qualified 'with extraordinary powers for diſcharging 


that high office to which he called them. The ordinary 
call belongs to the ordinary ſtanding paſtors of the church, 


to the end of the world. A call to the office of, the mini- 
ſry in general conſiſts, in a competent meaſure of giſts and 


* 


endowments for explaining the ſyſtem of divine truths un- 
to the church; and a diſpoſition of heart to ſerve God in 
the goſpel of his Son. And fometimes God ſhuts up men 
as it were for the miniſtry by the conduct of his provi- 
dence, diſappointing them 25 


. ordering 


of the great cauſes of the increaſe of legal preachers. As 7 
the generality of thoſe who occupy the higher ſtations in 
life, are unhappily deſtitute of a reliſh for religion and 
ſound doctrinè, and the ſettlement of churches being prin- 


er views and purſuits and ſo 
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1 
ordering particular circumſtances in their lot, as to lead 
them forward to the midiſtry, by the viſible footſteps of 
his providence. And when theſe intimations of provi- 
7 dence concur with ſufficient endowments, and inclination 
to the miniſterial work, a perſon's call'to the ſacred func- 
tion is the more clear and ſatisfying, and it is his duty 
not to oppoſe but to render a chearful ſubmiſſion to ſuch 
XZ jintimations of the divine will. | 
But tho the things above-mentioned, may concur in a 
call to the work of the miniſtry in general, yet to the 
+ Tawful exerciſe and diſcharge of the miniſterial function 
in any particular and fixed ſtation, the call, conſent, and 
1 8c dn of thoſe who are to be under that miniſtry in 
the Lord, is indiſpenſibly neceſſary. And every mini- 
ſter, who would wiſh to be wiſe to /alvation for himſelf, 
and v/eful in the church of God, ought to take ſpecial 
care, not to enter on the miniſterial work, in any corner 
of the vineyard, without the conſent and approbation of the 
3 Fock, when they are otherwiſe willing to chuſe a paſtor 
for themſelves. „ | ET 
{ That Chriſtian congregations have a right to chuſe their 
„ 7 own miniſters is evident from the light of nature, the 
word of truth, and the practice of the primitive church. 
It is evident from the light of nature: right reaſon de- 
- = clares, that as the ſoul is more precious than the body, its 
2 intereſts and concerns are much more valuable and impor- 
tant, than thoſe of the body, and ought to be attended to 
with propottionably greater care. There is not any more 
eel,uident dictate of the law of nature, than this; and, 
' +> when applied to our preſent purpoſe, it ſhows, what a 
facred right Chriſtians have to chuſe their own paſtors, 
mud how extremely careful they ſhould be, to make a 
; Prudent and judicious choice of thoſe who are to be in- 
truſted with the charge and inſpection of their moſt im- 
portant intereſts. 5 
If one, in the condition of a ſervant, is at liberty to 
chuſe his maſter: if one, having a ſuit at law, is at liberty 
do chuſe his counſel; if one, affected with a diſtemper, is 
at liberty to chuſe his phyſician, is it not highly reaſon- 
1 able in itſelf, that men have the liber ty of j 4 thoſe. 
who are to watch for their ſouls? if, in the affairs of hi 
Hie, they are at liberty to chuſe what perſons they think 
„ proper, 
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buſe their civil liberty; but would this juſtify the Britiſn 
parliament in depriving them of it? A man may eat im- fe 
proper food; but ſhould his liberty of chafing what food # 
is moſt agreeable to his taſte and confrirution, be taken 
away on that account? A fick man may employ an un- 2": 
ſkilful phyfician, who may greatly endanger his conſtitu- 

tion, by a wrong preſcription; but would it be reaſon-⸗ P 
able, on this account, to deny him the privilege of chufing Þ* 


his own phyſician? Equally unreaſonable is it, to deny 
Chriſtians the liberty of chuſing their own miniſters, 
which is fo clearly founded in the light of nature itſelf, 
becauſe in particular caſes, they may make an improper 

As this right is agrecable to ſound reaſon, and has its 
foundation in it, fo it is confirmed and exemplified in the 


New Teſtament; The word of revelation never abo- 
liſhes, but eſtabliſhes the rights and privileges of nature. 


When one was to be choſen to the office of appſtleſhip, to 


ſupply the place of Judas, we find, that the people were 
_ ronſulted, and their inclination and approbation was both 
 defired and expreſſed, as appears from Acts i. 15, and 23. 
compared, And in thoſe days, Peter ſtood up in the 
midſt of the diſciples, the number of the names toge- 
© ther, were about an hundred and twenty; and they ap 


© pointed two: that is, the hundred and twenty did 
Now, it the apoſtles, who were men divinely inſpired, did 
not chuſe to fill up the vacancy in their own number, by 


their own authority, without conſulting the inclination of 


the people, what right have any, who have neither apofto- 


lie authority, nor inſpiration, to force miniſters upon re- 


claiming congregations? Surely, they who do ſo, muſt be 


governed by a ſpirit, very different from that which anima- 


ted the holy apoſtles of the Lamb. n 


In like manner, when it was found neceſſary to appoint 
deacons in the Chriſtian church, the apoſtles did not take 


the power of electing them, into their own hands, but 


ſubmitted their election to the people, as we read, Acts 
| a | ON viii. 
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Fi. from the beginning; and, chapter xiv. of the ſims 


"Sook, we read; verſe 23d; that Peter and Barnabas or- 
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may Jained elders in the churches of Lyſtra, Iconium, and 


aſon 
W a- 


1 
38 
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* 
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"Antioch. ' It is not to be doubied, that the elders or- 
Jained in thoſe churches, were both teaching and fuling 
| Sreſbyters: And the verb which, in our tranſlation, is 
"Fendered * They ordained,” in the original, properly ſig- 


Pißes, © They ordained by the ſtretehing out of hands 
nat is, the people having chen theſe men by the Rretch- 
Ing out of their hands, they were, in conſequence of this 


Election, ordained by Paul and Barnabas. Theſe ſeveral 
"FHominatioris, of elections of the Chriſtiati people, ſhow 
us clearly, who had the right of electing the office-bearers 
dl the church in the apoſtolic age, and what was the con- 
duct of the churches. planted by theſe venerable men, 
hen the church of Chriſt ſtood upon its own foundation, 
and was not kneaded with the worldly kingdoms, which 
heterogencous mixture hath often ſince marred the beauty 
and glory of her original ſimplicity, the ſpirituality of her 
Horm and conſtitution, and dreſſed her in the gaudy attire 
7 ⁰ AA o ( 
Now, the example of the church of Chriſt in electing 
ber own office-bearers, recorded in the New Teſtament, 
is leit for the inſtruction and imitation of the Chriſtian 


Church, in all ſucceeding ages; and ſcripture example is 
as cbligatory, at precept; yea, the apoſtles themſelves ob- 
ſer ved and eſtabliſhed this order in the churches, who 
were men divinely inſpired, and under the immediate di- 


 PFreCtion of the Spirit of truth, in the conſtitution of the fitſt 


- ZChriſtian churches, and the order eſtabliſhed in them. 

It is evident, alſo, ſrom the hiſtory of the primitive 
Churcb, that, during the three firſt centuries, the Chriſtian 
people had the liberty of chuſing their own paſtors, and 
it was not till the fourth centuty, that it began to be other- 


- „ 3 LM 1 L 
1 wiſe, when, as a compenſation to thoſe who built and en- 
= dowed churches for divine worſhip, the power of nominat- 


ing and electing the perſons who were to officiate in them, 


was unwarily lodged in their hands. This was the fatal 
7 origin of patronage, which hath been long the ſcourge, 
and trial of the Chriſtian church, and is eminently ſo of 
the church of Scotland, in cur own times. Thus it ap- 
beate; ftom the light of nature, from the word of revela- 


tions 


1 ” \ 
| [ | 7 ; 


_ unreaſonable, to deny them the ſame privilege in matters 
of everlaſting concern? But it is objected, that they may 
abuſe their Hberty. It may be ſo; but is this a good reaſon 
for taking it from them? Tue Britiſh ſubje&s may a- 
buſe their civil Hberty ; but would this juſtify the Britiſh 


* 
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is moſt ägrecable to bis taſte and ec 


his own phyſician? Equally unreafonable is it, to deny 
Chriſtiaus the liberty of chuſing their own miniſters, 
which is fo clearly founded in the light of nature itſelf, 
becauſe in particular cafes, they may make an improper 


choice. 


As this right is agreeable to ſound reaſon, and has its 
foundation in it, ſo it is confirmed and exemplified in the 
New Teſtament; The word of revelation never abo- 
liſhes, but eſtabliſhes the rights and privileges of nature. 
When one was to be choſen to the office of apoſtleſhip, to 
ſupply the place of Judas, we find, that the people were 
conſulted, and their inclination and approbation was both 
defired and expreſſed, as appears from Acts i. 15, and 23. 
compared, And in thoſe days, Peter ſtood up in the 


« midft-of the diſciples, 'the number of the names toge- 


© ther, were about an hundred and twenty; and they ap- 
© pointed two: that is, the hundred ad. twenty did fo . 
Now, it the apoſtles, who were men divinely inſpired, did 
not chuſe to fill up the vacancy in their own number, by 
their own authority, without conſulting the inclination of 
the people, what right have any, who have neither apofto- 
lie authority, nor inſpiration, to force miniſters upon re- 
claiming congregations? Surely, they who do ſo, ' muſt be 
governed by a ſpirit, very different from that which anima- 
ted the holy apoſtles of the RT TI Oy TO 
In like manner, when it v 
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deacons-in the Chriſtian church, the apoſtles did not take 
the power of elefing them, into their own hands, but 


ſubmitted their election to the people, as we read, Acts 


viii. 


« 
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-Freld 
parlfament in deptiving them of it? A man muy eat iw- 
proper food; but ſhould his liberty of chafing what food 
onfricution, be taken 
away on that account? A fick man may employ an uu- 
ſkilful phyfician, who may greatly endanger his conſtitu-. 
tion, by a wrong preſcription; but would it be reaſon-⸗ 
able, on this account, to deny him che privilege of chufing 8 
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and i. from the beginning; and, chapter xiv. of the {ime 

tters Pook, we read; verſe 23d; that Peter and Barnabas or- 

may fained elders in the churches of Lyſtra, Iconium, and 

aſon Antioch. ' It is not to be doubied, that the elders or- 

ax 7 ained in thoſe churches, were both teaching and tuling 
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kin Preſbyters: And the verb which, in our tranſlation, is 
im- 
ood 


Fendered © They ordained,” in the original, properly ſig- 
Pißes, © They ordained by the ſtretching out of hands; 
ken hat is, the people baving chen theſe men by the Areteh- 
un. A ng out of their hands, they were, in conſequence of this 


Elcction, ordained by Paul and Barnabas: Theſe ſeveral 
on- hominations, or elections of the Chriſtian people, ſhow 
ing us clearly, who had the right of electing the office-bearers 
pf the church in the apoſtolic age, and what was the con- 
"Wuct of the churches. planted by thefe venerable men, 
hen the chufch of Chriſt ſtood upon its own foundation, 
per end was not Knzatled with the worldly kingdoms, which 
—Fhcrerogeneons mixture hath often ſince marred the beauty 
nd glory of her original Gmplicity, the ſpirituality of her 
ſorm and conſtitution, and dreſſed her in the gaudy attire 
Now, the example of the church of Chriſt in electing 


her own cffice-bearers, recorded in the New Teſtament, 


as obligatory, ap precept; yea, the apoſtles themſelves ob- 
ſerved and eſtabliſhed this order in the churches, who 
e-. were men divinely inſpired, and under the immediate di- 
rection of the Spirit of truth, in the conſtitution of the fitſt 
) © XChriſtian churches, and the order eſtabliſhed in them. 

d It is evident, alſo, from the hiſtory of the primitive 

* Church, that, during the three firſt centuries,. the Chriſtian 
people had the liberty of chuſing their own paſtors, and 
it was not till the fourth century, that it began to be other- 

wiſe, when, as a compenſation to thoſe who built and en- 
e dovwed churches for divine worſhip; the power of nominat- 
ing and eleQing the perſons who were to officiate in them, 


—— 


vas unwarily lodged in their hands. This was the fatal 


3 origin of patronage; which hath been long the ſcourge, 
and trial of the Chriſtian church, and is eminently ſo of 
the church of Scotland, in cur own times. Thus it ap- 
beare; {tom the light of nature, from the word of revela- 
3 N 8 | | tion; 
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tion, and from the practice and example of the primitive 

church, that Chriſtian congregations have the right of 
chuſing their own paſtors: And if this right is areal oo 
to reaſon, ſcripture, and the example of the church in h 
her beſt times, ought not Chriſtians to Hand aft in this 


liberty, wherewith they are made free, and never to ſuffer *s 


ſuch a precious privilege to be torn from them? 


The Synod are determined, by grace, to ſupport this 
ancient and well founded right of the Chriſtian people to 
chuſe their miniſters. One principal object which they 
have in view, is, to relieve oppreſſed congregations in 


Scotland from intruders, and that they may have reli- 


gious ordinances diſpenſed among them, by miniſters of 


their own approbation and choice; and they are doing 
the greateſt ſervice to the church of Scotland, as they 


keep the people under their inſpection, in the belief of 
her doctrines, as contained in her Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiſms, and in readineſs to fall back into her boſom, when 4h 
-her miniſters ſhall be found preaching the pure and un- 
corrupted doctrines of the goſpel, and aflerting the ſiber- 


ties of Chriſtians. —May the Lord haſten it in bis time! 
Aud I have no aun, that it is the cordial wiſh of © 


my reyerend brethren, that thoſe unhappy men, who 4 


have been left of God to intrude themſelves into re- 
claiming congregations, and thereby hare given juſt of- · 5 


fence to God and his church, divided his heritage, and 
deſtroyed their own uſeſulneſs, may obtain mercy, and be 


brought to ſincere repentance ; that tho' they have , 


tered the Redeemer's flock inſtead of gathering wem, 
brought a reproach on religion, and made the hearts of | 
the righteous ſad, they may at laſt be found in the num- 
ber of the godly, and Have their lot among the ſaints. 
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© this Containing an Account of the Points, in which the 
ple to Synod of Relief differ from the Seceders. 

they | | 
as in 8 
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ef of Scotland. "RIP | N 
Cate. The ſame arbitrary and deſpotic meaſures of the na- 
when tional church, gave birth both to the Seceſſion and the 
un- Relief. intereſt. When the Seceſſion firſt took place in 
iber- Scotland, it ſtood much upon the ſame footing as tbe 
ime! Relief does at preſent, with reſpe& to communion with 
h of the eſtabliſhed church. For ſome time, the firſt Seceders 
who declared their willingneſs to hold communion with thoſe 
fe- miniſters and Chriſtians in the national church, who 
t of. were oppoſing ber delſections and tyrannical meaſures. 
and In a ſhort time, however, they ſtated a tor al ſeparation, 
both from the communion, and judicatories of the 
Church. Two reaſons I have heard aſſigned for this 
conduct: —One is, That the church, inſtead of reform- 
ing, was growing more and more degenerate, and there- 
- fore, they thought it proper to ſeparate from her altoge- 
ther; the other is, that this total ſeparation, was a politi- 
cal meaſure in the firſt ſeceding miniſters, to. ſecure a a 
following and party to themſelves, as they had ſome rea- 
ſion to be apprehenſive, that many who had left their 
don worthy and reſpectable miniſters on the eſtabliſh- 
ment, might, after the firſt fervour of their zeal was a- 
| 'T 7 bated, return to their former paſtors, and thereby the ad- 
27 herents of the Seceſſion be greatly diminiſhed. Both theſe 
+7 reaſons have been aſſigned; it is enough for me to men- 
tion them, leaving others to judge, which of them is the 
true one. . 
Ĩ)be ground of difference between the two parties of 
; 1 E 2 SGecedets, 


AVING now mentioned the principal things 
in which the Synod differ from the national 
church, I next proceed to conſider the things 

in which they differ from the Seceſſion in 


# 


— 


and too ſimilar in its complection to what is ſaid of An- 


© no man might buy or ſell, fave he that had the mark, 


E 


geceders, I ſhall not much inquire into: It was tod in.“ t 
conſiderable to juſtify the ſeparation that followed upon F Puil 
it; and if both parties had been more - under the direction? cert 
of heavenly wiſdom, peace, and love, and leſs under the ne 
direction of the pride, bitterneſs, and uncharitableneſs of 7 con 
their own ſpirits, their unity might ſtill bave remained, tion 
and the excommunication of the burgher miniſters been Fthel 
prevented, which, being inflicted for a matter of ſuch # tim 
doubtſul diſputation, was certainly a wanton and pro-Whith 


1 


fane proſtitution of the higheſt and moſt ſolemn cenſure and 


1 


. 
SN 


of the church. It is, however, eafily accounted for, be I con 
what Docter Young calls “ The curs'd unjottinets cf I tiar 
s zeal.” The Seceders differed only about the meaning to! 
of the burgher oath, while they were agreed in oth # tio1 
things. The Burghers maintained it to be a lawful dath, F & COL 
pecauſe they viewed it as a {wearing to the true religion. 3 an- 
he Anti-burghers maintained it to be ſinful, becauſe * it 
they viewed it as homologating the errors and deſeclions con 
of the preſent national church ; but they would have found 7 AF cc 
no fault with it, bad they thought that it implied no wore | 4 ba 
khan a [wearing to the true religion. | But i bare an ob- 1 
jection to the lawſulneſs of the burgher oath, tho' ie 
were only a [wearing to the true religion, and tho do F | 
Wh of Seceders were agreed in this ſenſe of it. [i 
he objection is, that it blends the kingdom of Chrift ar 
with the worldly kingdom, as it ſuſpends a liberty to 1 
trade in the civil community, upon a religious condition. 0 
Viewing the oath in this light, I conſider it as a vile en- 
croachment upon the civil and natural rights of men, 


tichtiſt, Rev. x11. 16, 17. And he cauſetl: all, both ſmall 
* and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 
0 mark in their hand, or in their fore Gods and that 


© or the name of the beaſt, or the number of his name.“. 
As, therefore, this oath confounds the religion. of the Son 
of God with the civil rights of mankind, and does not 
preſerve the diſtinction between religion and the ſtate, it 4 
it is finful ; But none of the parties of Seceders can main- 
fain its linfolneſs in this ſenſe, becauſc it, is entirely of a 
piece with their own principic:, which evidently. blend 
tue kingdom N un with the «HO ot this world. | 


I; 


4 
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"a in. t bath been the 1 hene of theſe men, to 
upon 1 ea their ſcheme, or to ſit down (as they call it) upon 
ion! * wn civil eſtabliſhments of religion; and hence their 


the unedilying controverſies about the perfections of the ſe- 
els ol ace Reformation period, compared with the Revolu- 
ined, tion ſettlement, and about acts of church and ſtate, at 


been Icheſe periods. Chriſtianity is ſametimes more, and ſome- 
ſuch times leſs favoured by the worldly kingdoms : This hath 
pro- | hitherto been the fate of this molt. excellent inſtitution ; 
1fure Y and, in all probability, will be, in the generations to 
x by 2 1 come. But it ſhould never be forgotten, that the Chriſ- 
is of ! tian religion muſt ſtand upon its aun foundation, and is 
ning A to be received by all nations, not becauſe it has the ſanc- 
ther 0 tion and eſtabliſhment of the civil legi//ature, but on ac- 
bath, count of its own divine authority, internal excellence, 
gion, 1 and the ineſtimable piritual and eternal bleſſings which 
anſe 8 Fr it brings along with it. It is on theſe, and ſuch he ac- 
ions counts, that it demands attention, and claims to be re- 
"nnd 7 Y ceived by the children of men, and not becauſe it either 
ots 4 bath the countenance of the civil ſtate, or wants it. And 
ob- had this been properly attended to by the Seceders, the 
” it world would never have been troubled with ſo many 
both fooliſh controverſies about acts of aſſemblies, and acts of 
it. # | parliament at different periods, and aſhamed to fit down 
1rift and build their ſcheme upon any civil eftabliſhment of re- 
to lion i in Britain, they would have built immediately up- 
ion. 1 on the better foundation of the apoſtles and prophets. 
en- When I read the writings and controverſies of the Sece- 
en, ders about acts of aſſemblies and parliaments, and ſtate- 


An- 3 * ſettlements of religion, on which they build, and to which 
nals they pay ſuch a ſuperſtitious regard, the only uſeful in- 


„e a ſtrucdion I have received from them, is, that they have given 
hat me a humbling view of the ignorance and folly of mankind, 
rk, and of the baleful "influence which carna! and perverted 
a8. 


> notions of the nature of Meſſiab's kingdom have upon the 

minds of men. 
not Fut however much the Seceders have Uffered from one 
„it another in their controverſies about the burgher oath, 
in- # which have been fo unedifying to mankind, and ſo fatal 
f a to themſelves, their peculiar ſcheme of principles i is, at bot- 
nd tom, * lame, and thrrefore the points in which the 
Id. 1 Mice } n | | Relief 
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what is not peculiar to it- 


evangelical doctrines, is preached by every miniſter of 
part of this pamphlet. 

fora of government appointed therein for the New leſta- - 
ment chuich, is no peculiar part of the Sece ſſion Choe, | * * 


ferent denominations. 


miniſters at their ordination, ſolemnly ARE the A. w 


. 

N 

WT 
[4 6 1 
1 
Ws 


pope to mention ſome { oy TY 5 8 no pan 2 
e peculiar ſcheme of Seceders, but are common to b 
my with others, that their ſcheme may not menopoliz: | * 


1. The ſyſtem of grace, or the capital and fundamental 4 g 
doctcines of the goſpel, are no part of their peculiar 
ſcheme. There are many miniſters on the eſtabliſhment, 3 I 
who make theſe the great theme of their public miniſtra. 
tions in the church of God. And the ſame ſyſtem off 


h 
Relief, as the reader will perceive by peruſing the way 28 0 


San 
2. To maintain the form of Preſbyterian church "ll A Jol, 
vernment to be agreeable to the word of God, and he FI 


© zo! 


Lab 
for all the Relief miniſters do the fame, and others of dif- by 


3. To believe the Weſtminſter confeſſion of faith is no '# 
peculiar part of the Seceſſion ſcheme, for all the Relief al 


fame as the confeſſion of their faith. _ 1 
4. Yo maintain that Chriſtian congregations have a 
right to chuſe their own miniſters, is no part of the pecu- 1 
liar ſcheme of Seceders; for every Relief miniſter main- 4 
tains the fame, and from the heart deteſts the abominable 
and autichriſtian practice. of intruding miniſters into re- I 
JuCtant congregations, which now ſo unhappily takes phce "IM 
in this nation, to the ſcattering of the Redeemer's flock, 
ruining the invaluable intereſt of religion, and the defeat- | 7 
ing of the great end of the goſpel miniſtry, viz.the edifica- 7 
ion of the body of Chriſt, and not the gratification of an x 
imperious uſurping patron, or of hungry avatitious 5 
church men. = 
Having now diveſted the Seceſſion ſcheme of ſome A 
things that.are not peculiar to it, but common to it with 
the Relief, I proceed to point out and diſcuſs particularly 
ſome points in which the ſynod of Relief differ from the 
Seceders. Theſe are, 1. Their antiteleration ee x 
| wares 


* 


"a 


LS 2 


fo ich are inconſiſtent with the right of private judgment 
b ect in matters, of religion. hs 


2. The article of occaſional hearing as they hold it un- 
t fawful to hear any miniſters but thoſe of their own party, 
Inough other miniſters haye a legal ſcriptural call, preach 
n © Mcriptural doctrine, and ſtudy an evangelical converfation. 
oliz: f 3. The unſcriptural narrowneſs of their terms of com- 


l 1 
iſtra- 
A 8 = 


i 

m of * 
ö 8 10 

LE ? © 

£80 


2 
me 
1 . 
Se Fad 


-% 
| the 
eſta- 
1 


dif- may revere their knowledge and piety in other reſpeQs, 


yet they are to call no denomination of men on earth their 
o maſters, in any point of faith, but chuſe to be directed in 


) all matters of faith and religious obedience by the ſure 
- t 2 NE ns 2 5 f - + s 


* 


4 
af 


word of prophecy. 3 45 
I now proceed to a diſtinct diſcuſſion of the ſeveral 


4 


LT. | . | 
e 4 points, above mentioned, in which the ſynod of Relief 
ecu- differ from the aſſociate body. And 1. They differ from 
ail- them in their antitoleration principles, which are incon- 
able ** fGſtent with the right of private judgment in matters of 
le- religion. What their views are at preſent about toleration, 
it is difficult to ſay, it is more than probable they are of 
ock, 1 very different ſentiments. But in their judicial teſtimony 
cat- to which they {till profeſs to adhere, they condemn all the 
ica- dolerations, that ever took place in Britain ſince the re- 
fan formation, and among the reſt, the toleration granted by 
dus Queen Ann 1712 allowing her ſubjects (papiſts excepted) 
the free exerciſe of their religion, according to their con- 
37 ſciences. This is the toleration which we at preſent enjoy, 
and the Seceders complain of it, as giving encouragement 
arly to latitudinarianiſm, which, they ſay, is always attended 
the with laxneſs of practice. Their words are page 45 © - | 
= 5 f Dh "INE 


F! 


5 defired carefully io keep in memory. Tt is evident Þ 


fem what bas already been quoted from their own teſti- 


mohy chat the reformation which they contend for is not 1 
v 84 * 2 * 4 4 . . I L m4 FR: . 
an unanimity in religious ſentiments to be effected among 


the Britiſh ſubjeQs by a reaſonable perſwaſion and con- 1 . 


Viction of truth, biit a forced profeſſion of a certain ſyſtem > 
of doctrines by the pains of the ſtate. This is furthet 


evident from the expreſs words of the ſolemn league 
which the Seceders plead. for as of moral obligation. 


In the 4th article of that celebrated league we have theſe # 
words which the Seceders acknowledge to be right and 


binding upon them, We ſhall alſo with all faithfulneſs, 


t endeavour the diſcovery of all ſuch as have been; or ſhall 
| | | 3 


be incendiaries, malignants, or evil inſtruments, by hin- 
* dring the work of reformation, of religion, dividing the 
king from his people, or one of the kingdoms from an- 
t ther, or making any faction or parties amongſt the peo—- ,; 


any to'this league and covenant, that they may 


brought to public trial, and receive condign puniffi- 


Agent, as the degree of their offences ſhall require, or the 
Tipreme judicatories of both kingdoms reſpectively, or 
others having power from them for ihat effect, all 


..f 1. 
nted 2} 


urch 


enced || 


long 


upon Which Proteſtants were to be delivered over to the ſecu- 
per- Fr arm to be punifned. If Seceders plead for the moral 
may ppligation of this article of the ſolemn league, they are 
'Trath fertainly under a moral obligation to ſupport Popery in 
> ju- Ine of its moſt pernicious branches; for it is one of the 
tion Porſt parts of the Romiſh ſuperſtition that like the ſo- 
„ is ſemn league it puniſhes the votaries of every ſyſtem of 
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judge convenient. In this famous article we ſee how 
Fill were to be treated, who oppoſed the ſolemn league, 
4 ey were to be delivered into the hands of the magi- 


+ 5 
T 5 
792 1. 
7 "at's 
wo 


rate to be puniſhed, in exact correſpondence to the 
pirit of a decree made by a ſamous Popiſh council, by 


Irinciples but its own. It is truly mournful to ſee men 
Dieading for ſuch obligations as moral, which in their own 
Hature are barbarous and antichriſtian, and in direct op- 
Poſition to the moral law; for to puniſh men in their per- 
'F ns or eſtates for judging for themſelves in matters of re- 


Fgion, if otherwiſe peaceable ſubjects, is a violation of the 


4 
1 
— 


Irxth commandment of the moral law. 


The true nature of that reformation, which Seceders 
by lead for and want to be eſtabliſhed in Britain, will fur- 
her appear from an act of the commiſſioners of the con- 
Fention of eſtates enjoining the national entring into the 


plemn league and covenant. It is dated at Edinburgh 
ZDQober 72, 1643. The commiſſioners of the conven- 


tion of eſtates, having received from the commiſſioners 


ok the general aſſembly, the ſolemn league and covenant 
*® underwritten, approven and ſolemnly ſworn and ſub- 
ſcribed in the kingdom of England; and having taken 
the ſame to their ſcrious confideration do unanimoufly 
and chearfully receive and embrace it, as agreeing with 
that draught, approven by che late convention of eſtates, 
Fand general aſſembly: and therefore ordains the ſame 
v4 to be, with all religious folemnities, ſworn and ſubſcribed 


by all his Majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom: and that 


Funder the pain of ſuch as poſtpone or refuſe, to be 
+2 eſteemed and puniſhed as enemies to religion, his Ma- 


jeſty's honour, and peace of theſe kingdoms; and to 
have their goods. and rents confiſcated for the uſe of the 
XZ public, and that they ſhall not br4ik nor enjoy any bene- 


fit, place or office within this kingdom. And alſo or- 


2 gains all ſheriffe, ſtuarts, and others his Majeſty's ma- 


. 


id ge 1 133 F giſtrates, 


» 2 


Av] 
© piſtrates, to burgh and land, and commitees in the fe. 
© yeral ſhires, to be aſſiſting to miniſters and preſbyteries, 5 
© in procuring real obedience thereunto: And that with 
all diligence they make report to the commitee of eſtates, # 
© of the names of all ſuch perſons as ſhall poſtpone or re. li 
© fuſe, to the effect courſe may be taken with them az 
©* aforeſaid : and that they may be cited to anſwer to the 
© next parliament as enemies to religion, king, and king. 
dom, and to feceive what further puniſhment his Ma- Bt 
© jeſty and parliament ſhail inflict upon then. 
his famous act breathes the true ſpirit of the ſolemn "w 
league Ns and ſhows what the nature of that uni. 

his act of the convention of eſtates con . Nui 


of divine authority and is conſiſtent with the genius and lf 
nature of the kingdem of Chriſt. e We 
In oppoſition to this intolerant ſcheme of principles, the "Ml 
Relief miniſters maintain, that it is unlawful under the 
_ goſpel, to force even the true religion upon men, by civil 


pains and penalties, contrary to their inward conviction, anti 


- 


join together in the belief and profeſſion of the doCtrines .M 
of the goſpel and the Presbyterian form of church govern-"W 2 
ment, as theſe are originally contained in the divine. word, 
and collected and explained in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion Ws 
and catechiſms, if this uniformity could be obtained by 8 
their own conſent, and the light of truth breaking in en 
a . | t elt "1 * 


eir minds. But I would rather ſee profeſſors of the goſ- 


Ly 


* 

. » 
4 7 

© % 
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he fe. 


eries, gel much more divided than they are at preſent, than ſee 
witd hem perſecuted for conſcience ſake, and obliged by pu- 


ſtates, bments of the outward man, to profeſs any ſyſtem of 
or re. FWligion in oppoſition to their inward conviction. Maho- 
em as Wet the falſe prophet of the eaſt propagated his religion 
to the I the ſword. The church of Rome hath made herſelf 
king Funk with the blood of the ſaints. And the ſame into- 
rant and perſecuting ſpirit hath too much prevailed in 
_ Þme of the Proteſtant churches, who have endeavoured 
emu h enforce a rigid uniformity to their own religious ſyſtem 
t uni. pon thoſe, who differed from them in judgment, by all 
n. vil pains. This hath been the ſource of much blood- 
ed, much ſuppreſſion of the right of conſcience, and 
Manifold diforders among Proteſtants, to the reproach 
religion and their own ſhame. - d 

m The arguments in favour of ſlate uniformities in re- 
eion under the goſpe], without toleration to thoſe who 
| ffer from the national creed and profeſſion, as was the 
pro- Aſe with the ſolemn league uniformity, and alſo with, the 
e bal. tional covenant of Scotland, have been generally 
aCtion Mought from the peculiar kingdom and commonwealth 
is and Iſrael, while ſome very important diſtinctions between 
at commonwealth and the nature of the goſpel-king- 
's, the m, have not been attended to. 255 58 
er the It will not therefore, I hope, be unacceptable to the 
y Civil gandid reader, to ſuggeſt to his conſideration, a few of the 
Ction, Atinguiſhing points of difference between the ancient 
preju- Egmmonwealth of Iſrael, and the conſtitution of the 
rewi:1 goſpel kingdom; from which it will appear, that all na- 
s free. tional, or ſtate uniformities in religion, under the goſpel, 
en the enforced by civil pains, whether to Preſbytery, Prelacy, or 
reade; F@pery, are founded in ignorance, and totally incompa- 
hings, Wie with the ſpirituality and independence of the king- 
e bri. dom of Chriſt. I therefore obſerye, 


TRE.” > 2 


would; 2. That the people of Iſrael received their whole ſyſtem. 
Atrines law, civil and religious, from God himſelf, who was, 


overn- 


a peculiar manner, the Bead of that commonwealth. 
word, heir whole ſyſtem of laws was ſo intimately connected 
feſſion Wgether, that thoſe Iſraelites who tranſgreſſed the la ws 
ned by WſpeCting religion and the worſhip-of God, were to be 
n upon Wnſidered as rebels againſt his government, and, as ſuch, 
that f, F 2 5 they 
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they were to be puniſned. Their magiſtrates were n. 
leſt at liberty to govern them by Jaws of their own fam: 
ing, but by laws of divine appointment; and the pupilh, 7 
ments to be inflicted on tranigteſſors of the laws of tha: 
commonwealth, were of divine appointment as well a 
the laws males; ſo that, if any Iſraelite differed from 4 
the national religion, and became an 1dojater, he was to 
be put to death as a rebel in God's peculiar kingdom, i 
But; under the goſpe} diſpentation, no nation receives 
its ſyſtem of ciuil aus from God as the Iſraelites did, % 
nor is any nation under heaven, bound to objerve the: K 
civil and judicial ſlatutes, which God gave to bis people, 
Iſrael, except fo far as any of them were of a moral na- 
ture. If men, therefore, under the goſpel, violate the 0 
lawꝛs of the worldly kingdoms, which the wiſdom 0 ＋tJ́ 
ſtates has eſtabliſhed, they mult ſuffer the puniſhments “ 
annexed to the violation of theſe laws; but if they are 
good and peaceable jubjefts of the civil fate, they are 
not to be puniſhed, tho? they differ from the national re- 
ligion, becauſe, under the goſpel, men may be mem- 1 
bers of the och without making profeſhon of the true 
religion; whereas, luch was the conſtitution of the com- 8 
monwealth of Iſrael, that every Iſraelite was obliged to . 
proſeſs the national _teligion, and could not be 2 member 1 
of the ſtate ik he did not. F 
3. A pfoſeſſed adherence to the whole ſyſtem of laws, 8 
civil aud religious, which Jehovah gave that people, was, 3 
by expreſs appointment, the condition upon which my 0 
held the poſſeſlion of the land of Canaan, If they were 
to be obedient, they were to eat the fruit of the land; but wk 
if, they were to apoſtatize from the national ſyſtem of 
laws, they were to be punithed with ſword, famine, and 0 
peſtilence, or to be Carried into eaptixity: which accord- - 4 
ingly took place. EF c 
But, under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, men have a 1 
civil right to their earthly inheritances, lands, and . 3 
leſſions, not as they profeſs Chriſtianity, or as they belong 45 
to this or the other religious denomination, but as they # al 


are ſuljecls of the civil ſlate, and members of the FF © 
werldly kingdoms. Chriſtianity makes no alteration in 4 c 
Je 


0 civil and natural privileges of men: It neither gires 2 
turm new poſſeſſions of en goods, nor takes awax 
old q | 


— 


1 


re na eld ones, but leaves them the ſubjects of the ſeveral 
| tram. "®worldly kingdoms, juſt as it finds them, 1n the poſſeſſion 
uniſh, pf all their natural rights. Only, 'when it is cordially 
of tha: mbraced and believed, it gives men a new covenant- 
vell a Fight to theſe earthly poſſeſſions, to which they had for- 
from nerly a civil or natural right, as members of the ſtate. 
was to Ms, therefore, a profeſſion of Chriſtianity is not, by di- 


gdom, ine appointment, the condition upon which men, under 


ceives the goipel diſpenſation, hold their earthly poſſeſſions, it 
s did, learly follows from this, that no man ought to be puniſh- 
' theſe ed in his perſon or eſtate, though he ſhould not profeſs. 
people Chriſtianity, if he be a peaceable ſubject of the civil 
al na. Mate; and much leſs ought he to be puniſhed in the one 
de the or the other, when he only differs in his judgment from 
om of | other profeſſing Chriſtians, about ſome particular points 
ments of religion : And tho' a man were caſt out of the church 
ey are by excommunication, he ought only to loſe his privileges 
y are ins a member of the church, but none of thoſe privileges 
al re- which belong to him as a member of the fate. The ex- 
mem- 1 ommunicated perſon ought neither to have his goods 
true confiſcated, nor his perſon impriſoned, according to a 
com- law made in a reforming period of the church; a lau, 
which was a diſgrace to human nature, and no part of 


mbcr that reſormatica which Chriſt hath appointed in his 


* 


laws, 4. It merits peculiar attention, in this controverſy, 


that the Iſraelites received a ſpecial command from God 


Was, | 
they to deſtroy thoſe idolatrous and wicked nations that inha- 


were bited Canaan before they came into it, and alſo to cut off, 
- but without mercy, all thoſe of their own nation who made 
m of apoſtacy from the true religion to idol-worſip. But it is 
and to be obſerved, that they had no command from God to 

ord- deſtroy idolaters out of Canaan; and if they had done 
ſo out of their own land, they would have been guilty 

ve a of a violation of the fixth commandment of the moral 
poſ- law. Strangers, who came from other nations to ſo- 
long 


Journ among them, or to tranſact buſineſs, they were 
commanded not to vex or oppreſs; nor were ſuch to be 
pobliged to conform to the religion of Iſrael, unleſs they 
did it of choice. Now, if the Iſraelites were not allow- 
ed to injure or deſtroy thoſe idolaters who reſided without 
dhe limits of the land of promiſe, what right have Chriſ- 

VVV 0 | tlans, 


4 i ao 


5:19 j 


_ tians, or Chriſtian magiſtrates, to vex or oppreſs even 
idolaters themſelves, if they are good ſubjects of the 
Rate? And far leſs have they a right to perſecute their 
fellow Chriſtians, becauſe they cannot ſee with their 
eyes in every thing in religion. This would be to treat 
their fellow-men with that rigour and cruelty which the 
Iſraelites were not allowed to exerciſe towards any out of 
their own country, and under a milder diſpenſation, when 
the commonwealth of Iſrael has no more an exiſtence. * 
Theſe are a few of the capital diſtinctions between the 

Jewiſh commonwealth and the evangelical ſtate; and 
they ſhow clearly, to perſons capable of conviction, that 
that uniformity } in religion, which was to be enforced by 
civil pains in that peculiar kingdom, reſpected the Iſrael- 

ites only, and is groſsly abuſed when it is made a prece- - 
dent ſor any uniformity of a fimilar kind under the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation; unleſs it can be ſhown, from the 
word of God, that there is a Chriſtian commonwealth 
conſtituted upon the ſame foundation with that of an- 
cient Iſrael, which never hitherto has been proved, and, 
I am ſtronęly apprehenſive, never will be to the end of 
the world: And, had the proper diſtinctions between the 
Iſraelitiſh and evangelical ſtate of things been well under- 
ſtood and obſerved, the Britiſh hiſtory never would have 
been ſtained with accounts of- uniformities in religion, 
enforced by civil pains, either to Preſbytery, Prelacy, 
or Popery; and men would bave learned to promote 
the kingdom of Chriſt, which is, in its nature, ſpiritual 
and heavenly, by ſuch ſpiritual weapons as the vener- 
able apoſtles of the Lamb uſed in their day, and not 
by ſuch carnal weapons as the pains of the ſtate and 
pun: iſnments of the outward man. 
Qur pious anceſtors, in the laſt century, diſcovered 
great zeal for the true religion; but their great error 
was, that deer were for forcing their own religious 
creed upon their fellow-ſubjects, by the power and 
ſword of the civil magiſtrate; ſo that, while they were 
earneltly contending againſt Popery in the groſs, they 
were unbappily contending for the very worft branch, 
either in the Romiſh or Pagan religions, viz. . a ſyſ- 
tem of perſecution for conſcience ſake. That unifor- 
ty in religion, which, in that age, they wanted 3 
effect, 
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effect, as far as it impoſed a profeſſion of the true re- 


» *Tigion, by civil puniſhments, upon any, contrary to. 


"their inward conviction, was wrong, and the very 
Tame, as to its eſſence, nature, and tendency, with the 
ther uniformities enſorced by civil pains to Popery 
and Prelacy, under the ſucceſſive reigns of Mary and 
Elizabeth. The truth is, in that age of civil unifor- 
mities in religion, perſecution and arbitrary power did 
not change its nature, but only ſhifted from one fide 


> 1 to another, according as Presbyterians, Epiſcopalians, 


their fide. The ſerpent was the ſerpent ſtill, tho” it 
put on a variety of colours, appeared in very different 
7 ſhapes, and aſſumed different names. When arbitrary 


power was employed to propagate Popery or Epiſco- 
pacy, the Precbyrerrans viewed the monfter in a pro- 
per light, and called it perſecution; but when em- 
7 ployed to propagate their own ſcheme, the unhallow- 
ed thing was ſanctified, and received the venerable 
# ſhould receive ſo good a name! 3 
After the ſhort and inglorious reign of Mary of Eng- 
land, who enforced a cruel uniformity to Pope ry, ſuc- 
ceeded her” fiiter Elizabeth, a queen of great accom- 
pliſhments, and, in her religious ſentiments, hoftile to 
Popery; but ſuperſtitionſly-fond of Epiſcopacy, and en- 
forced another uniformity to her favourite ſyſtem. This 
2; obliged many of the Puritan non-conformiſts to ſeek a 
ſanctoary in the wilds of America, where they might ob- 
©, tain religious liberty; but, unhappily, they carried over 
the Atlantic, in their breaſts, the ſame perſ>cuting prin= 
= ciple which had but juſt b nt them out of their native 
Country. So ſtrangely ineonſiſtent is the conduct of man- 
Find, that while they juſtly complain of perſecution when 
they are under it, they will not, from their own feelings, 
learn the wiſdom and humanity not to perfecute others. 
In like manner, the covenanters, after having endured 
bardſhips, having ſecured the intereſta of the Scotch and 
# Erglifh parliaments on their fide, were for eſtabliſhing a 
ſyſtem of perſecution, and would tolerate none but them- 
> ſelves, tho' their own experience might have taught them 
better things. And it is well known, what unjuſt ſeveri 


name of reformation. Pity, that fo diabolical a thing 
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enforced by civil pains and penaities, which ever took 


on any particular cccaſion, promiſe ſolemnly to keep ſaith 
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are good and quiet members of the civil community. But 


jecture, that they never will be good and peaceable ſub- 


jects of this Proteſtant kingdom, and therefore ought not 
to be tolerated. ; 2 9 


* “. 
2 1") N 
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ties they themſelves met with, when the balance of pow. 


Chriflianity in the world. | Koh = 26-54: -_ 

But leſt any ſhould alledge, that, according to what I Tex: 
have advanced againſt ſtate uniformities in religion, Po- 
pery itſelf ſhould he. tolerated and the penal ſtatutes 
againſt it be repealed, I judge it proper to obſerve, that 


Popery ought not to be tolerated, in any Proteſtant ſtate; 3% 


not ſo much on account of the errors of that ſuperſtition, 


as becauſe of its perſecuting and cruel genius, and be- K 


cauſe the votaries of that ſuperſtition are bound to keep no na 
faith with heretics or Proteſtants. Or though they ſhould, 


with Proteſtants, a diſpenſation from the Vatican ſets ES 
them free from this obligation, whenever they have it in 
their power to ſubvert a Proteſtant ſtate. So that ever, 
ſuch ſtate, even ſrom a principle of ſelf-preſervation, ought | 
to guard as much againſt the growth of Popery as againſt 4! 


the increaſe of lions, tygers, hyenas, panthers, and other 
devouring animals. In every Proteſtant ſtate, it is equally ©! 


prudent and political, as reaſonable and agreeable to ſcrip- 
ture, to to tolerate every denomination of Chriſtians, Who 


the votaries of Popery never were ſo, in Britain, and from 


the genius of their ſuperſtition and the ſpirit of diſimul- 
ation and eruelty which it inſpires, we may hazard a con- 


As L 


k 384 
As l have now ſhown from the Old Teſtament, that the 

the zewiſh uniformity in religion, which, by divine appoint- 
mo- ment was enforced by civil pains upon the nation of Iſrael. 

Is no warrant or precedent for any ſuch uniformity under 
he evangelical diſpenſation, nor was ever intended ſo to 
pe, though by many it has been unhappily and ignorantly 
*FHerverted to this purpoſe. I now proceed to enquire whe- 
ner the genius of the New Teſtament writings, and the 
tate of Chriſtianity, in its firſt appearance in the world, 
"before it was connected with the worldly kingdoms, 
4a ves any encouragement to ſuch compulſatory methods 


ion, of dealing, with men, in matters of 1 And 1. 
took Neither Chriſt himſelf, the great head of the Chriſtian. 


of cauſe, nor the venerable apoſtles, the firſt and beſt mini- 


and unreaſonable dealing with men, in matters of religion 
and the worſhip of God, either by their doctrine or 
example. Let us attend to the plain, beautiful, and juſt 
Aeſcription, which the lawgiver in Zion once gave of the 
nature of his own kingdom to the Roman governor, Luke 
viii. 36. My kingdom is not of this world, if my king- 
dom were of this world then would my ſervants fight that 
I thould not be, delivered to the Jews; but now is my 

3 ingdom not from hence.” From this deſcription of the 
nature of his kingdom, it is plain that if bis ſervants were 


M antably defend themſelves, by the madre if they 
1 05 hering to his 


Fain village conſumed with fire from heaven, becauſe they 
would not receive him, he ſharply rebuked them and ſaid, 
ye know not what ſpirit * are of; the Son of man is 
o „ not 
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| meddling with the civil conſtitution of worldly A | & 


to the Frame that are. And in their own practice they ex- 


tab 


te riot come to n men's liven but to fave them." 
This ſhows us clearly, that even ſome of Chriſt's own dit. 
ciples, may imagine that, while they are caring 
others for not embracing him and his religion, they are 
only expreſſing a juſt geal for his cauſs; whilſb in doing ſo 1 
they are animated by a ſpirit very different from his, and - 


ern e A. 


acting in direct oppoſitioh to the genius and intereſt of bis 1 ; 
kingdom, and the deſign of his comipg into the world. F 
He Yegutaly informed his diſcipies, that they were to un- 9 < 
dergo many hardſhips, in adhering to his cauſe, thar the 1 
were to endure perſecution and the croſs, but he never once 7 5 
deſired them to perſecute others. And to fer an example * 
of lawful ſubjection to the powers, chat ae, he himſeif bid, 
tribute to Cæſar. * bf. 13 
His venerable apoſtles, with lers enflamed with tore # io 
to their divine maſter, and zeal for bis intereſt, went 1 
abroad through the world, and preached the goſpel among 400 
the nations, *ndeavouriug, in the moſt earncit manner, # 7 
to make men Chriſtians every whete, without ever inter. er 


They were good ſubjects of the feveral civil ſtates, where 
they reſided, and in things lawful and Aer: bs the 
dutward man, they inculcated on Chriſtians ſubjection to 8 K 


hibited a moſt Chriſtian and becoming example of patience | 3 
and ſubmiſſive meeknefs, in bearing the creſs; but we ne- 7 
ver find them calling in the aid of the ſecular arm to force 0 
men to profeſs the Chriſtian religion, or commanding the 
Chriſtian magiſtrate to do fo. Ihough many, who, in 
theſe latter ages, ſet up for reformers. have ſtrenuouſſ/ 
contended for this ſort of reformation in the church, yet = 
neither Chriſt himſelf When he came into the world to re- n 
form it, and reduce ſinneis to the ſervice of God, nor his 
apoſtles, theſe great, primitive, and 2 evangelical re- 
ormers ever recommended ſuch a A e e, either in the . 
precepts which they delivered, or the Example, which they | 3 thi 


os { Ty , 
fet. 7 he Dy 


2. The New Teſtament of our Lord and Supiötir makes * an 
it the duty of every Chriſlian to judge ſor himſelf, in mat- by 
ters of religion, and not to receive implicitly the doctrines, 4 Ws 5c 
which men teach, except they be agreeable to the holy ha 
ſeriptures. The Bereans are commended for trying the UT of 

doctrines | 5 7 K 


* 11 4 
- 8 j doctrines of the inſpired apoſttes themſelves, by that part 


it "8 of the canon of ſcripture, which was then wrote. We 
ng are commanded as Chriſtians not to believe every ſpirit, 


DE 10 8 ſpect to points of faith, we are to call no man maſter on 


b, earth. The apoſtles did nor uſutp dominion over the 
along faith and conſcience of Chriſtians, in their day, but were 


hn helpers of their joy. Now how is it poſhble, that ſuch 


y paſlages of ſcripture as theſe. can be duly obſerved, if 
Sy) *Z Chriſtians muſt be obliged to proſeſs any religious ſyſtem, 


ny Which the civil magiſtrate in concurrence with the pre- 
p 8s 8 . o . 
. a 2 vailing body of churchmen in any nation, may think pro- 
Pa per to impoſe? what is the uſe of our own eyes, if we muſt 


9 


10 ſce with the eyes of others? what is the uſe of our own 
3 1 judgment, if we muſt be implicitly. guided by the judg: 
nt ment of others, in matters of religion and everlaſting con- 


5 
A" 


cern? Men bad need to be well aſſured of their own in- 


C * va : 
nong 


ner) ( fallibility, before they venture to impoſe their religious 


__ creed upon others. It is the moſt daring preſumption in 
. any to impoſe their religious ſyſtem upon others, till they. 
nere aſlure them that they will be proxy for them in the judg- 


5 the oY ment- day, and ſtand trial in their ſtead befate the vener- 

8 2X able tribunal of God. V 

hg Compulſive meaſures in religion are not calculated ta 
nce 


0, IN prevail in the world by their own light and evidence, ener- 
ouliy gy and excellence, otherwiſe they can never prevail to any 
Jeet valuable purpoſe. By national uniformities, in religion, 
oft enforced by the ſword of the magiſtrate, a whole kingdom 

r his may become profeſſors of the truth without receiving it as 
1 re- it is in Jeſus, or being brought under law to him. All 
a the ſuch methods of propagating Chriſtianity are founded in 
they the ignorance and pride of men; they are foreign to the 


by nature of Meſhah's kingdom, incompatible with its genius, 
iakes and ſpirit, blend it with the kingdoms of this world, and 
mat- by them the ancient promiſe. will never be accompliſhed, 
ines. “ that to him ſhall the gathering of the people be, they. 
holy [2 have been extremely ſubſervient in promoting the religion. 
r the 3 of Mghomet and Rome, but are peculiarly detrimental in 
eines the kingdom of Chriſt, f Bat 
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be glorious in the eyes of the Lord.” Such were the 


may now be convinced by long and fad experience, that 
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But fome may object, that, if the civil magiſtrate do ne: WW 
interpoſe to enforce the decihons of the church, by his au- 


thority, and oblige men to profeſs the true religion, the 
diſcipline of the church will be weakened, and a door 
opened for licentioutnets of practice. For obviating this 
objection, 1 obſerve, that the goſpel, as it is the miniſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, will always make a ſhift to maintain its 


credit and ofefulneſs i in the Word, would men only be fo 1 


wiſe as to allow it to ſtand upon its own bottom, and puſn 


its way, in the world, by its own light, beauty, and energy, 


without debating it with any heterogenecus mixtures f 


their own. Nor are violent dealings with men, in matters * 
of religion leſs hurtful to earthly kingdoms than to the 
kingdom of Chriſt. Like Samſon's foxes, which ſet the 


corn fields of the Philiſtines on fire, they have oltner than 


once thrown Britain into a flame of civil diſcord, aug- 
mented by all the rage and fury of relivious zeal, where. nw 
by the kingdom has been con vulſed, and the throne elf i 
made to totter and fall. In oppoſiticn to all ſuch violent and pf 
unſcriptural methods of propagating the Chi iſtian teligion, 

J obſerve that argument and perfwaſion are methods more 
ſuitable to the goſpel aud to the nature of man. And the We, | 
better way of propagating the illuſtrious cauſe of Chriſti- r 


anity is for the miniſters of the golpel, like the apoſtles of 3 
the Lamb before them, to go abroad through the world $ 


preaching the ſalvation of the croſs, the doctrines, laws, 
and love of Jeſus. They are to compel finners to come in, 
that his houſe may be filled, by all the powerful, winning, *# 
and heart-overcoming arguments, which the goſpel ſug- | 8 
geſts. With acQion, fidelity, and conſtancy, they are io 
ſet before men the numerous and impoi tant bleſlings, that 
are inſeparably connected with a cordial reception of Jeſus 
and his religion, together with the infinite hazard they! 
run, if they do not. And then, though finners ſhould 
never be gathered, they ſhall not loſe their reward, but 


3 


weapons of the apoſtle's warfare, which were made 
mighty through God for pulling down ſtrong holds, and 
cilabiiſhing Chriſtianity in the world, at firft; and men 


the fame. weapons are moſt proper to preſerve it in the 
werld. The Primitive believers propagated Chriſtianity 
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pr a ſtedfaſt beJief and profeſſion of it, a heavenly con- 
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er ſation, and by enduring with patience, ſubmiſſion, 


$ au- ay 
„ the - fortitude, perſecution and death for the teſtimony of 
door | Alefus And will any pretend to ſay, that the violence 
this Sed, in later times, tor propagating the cauſe of truth, is 
iſtra. 3@ wiſer and better method than that, which was followed, 
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9 y thoſe, primitive, illuftiizous heroes in the Chriſtian 
Fauſe? 18 | | | 7 | 

3. The religion of the goſpel and the inſtitutions of it 
| Src ſuſkcient by the Divine bleſſing, to anſwer all the ends 
pf edification in the church of Chriſt, without the power 
and ſword of the civil magiſtrate. This is clear to a de- 
menſtration, from the eminent ſucceſs, which attended the 


* 5 


and influence of the kingdoms of this carth were employed 
o ſuppreſs Cbriſtianity and the profeffors of it. Then 


"he goſpel was eſfectual to the ſal vation of ſinners, not only 
qyvithout the aid of the ſecular arm, but when the kingdoms 


"goſpel, during the three ſirſt centuries, when the power 


| anc! I this world were combined againſt the Lord and his 
gion, 1 nointed. „ c 
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hut let us hear the judgment cf the pious and learned 
Pr. Owen on this point. His words which deterye to be 
Written in characters of gold,; are theſe, © the Lord Chriſt 
F bath ordained no power nor order in his church, no 
office or duty that ſhould ſtand in need of civil autha- 
8 rity or force to preſerve it, or make it eſfectual to its 
proper ends, It is ſutlicient to diſcharge any thing of 


a pretence of being an appointment of Chriſt in his 
church, if it be not ſufficient to its own proper end, 

without the help of the civil magiſtrate. The church- 
F late that is Fither conſtitute by human authority, or 
cannot conſiſt without it, is not from him, he needs it 
not. He will not borrow the aſſiſtance of human au- 
4 thority, to rule in and over the conſciences of men, 

with reſpect to their living unto God, and coming to 

the enjoyment of himſelf.” Theſe words of this great, 
Fhriſtian divine, ſhow in the cleareſt map ner, that he en- 
rtained right notions of the ſpiritual nature of the king- 

m of Chriſt, and that he thought enforced national uni- 
rmities, in religion, no ordinance of Chriſt, for promo- 
Ing his cauſe and intereſt in the world, nor deſerving the 
me of reformation in his church. With theſe ſenti- 
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learned, and judicious Mr. Locke. His words, which ve. 55 ; 


„ however clearly we may think, this or the other doc. 


faith, becauſe we believe it to be agreeable to the ruk © 2 4 
6 doctrines ſhould be impoſed on us in the ſame mannen 


s and that we ſhould be compelled io receive and pro A 
6 feſs all the different and contradictory opinions of Lu- 4 


They are the very engines uſed by antichriſt, for rearing 


judgment in matters of religion, and is to deal with men 


Popeiy, both parties ſeem nou to be of opinion, that all 
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40 * 
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ments of Dr. 9 agree thoſe of the much celebrated,” 


have in his letter concerning toleration, are theſe; * tha 5 


& trine to be deduced from ſcripture, we ought not there. 
5: ſore to impoſe it upon others as a necetlary article d 


e of a unleſs we would be content alſo that other 4 


5 therans, Calviniſts, Remonſtrants, Anabaptiſts, and 
* other (as, which the contrivers of ſymbols, rien 
and confeſſions are accuſtomed to deliver unto thei; © . 4 
* flowers as genuine and neceſſary deductions from the * 
be holy ſcripture.” In a word, all ſuch methods of pro. H 
pagating Chriſtianity are no part of ſcriptural reformation. 

at all, but the abominable dregs of the Romi/hb Ae 9 
which ſtill remain in ſome of tbe Proteſtant Churches. 3 % 
and ſupporting his kingdom of ignorance, daskneſs, aud 
fin in the world: and while the ſame intolerant erinciole 
are maintained by any Proteftant churches, they may. 
profeſs as much zeal againſt Popery as they pleaſe, but 
they retain and hold faſt the very worft branch of cn 
which is at once inconſiſtent with the nature of Chriſt's” 
kingdom, ſubyerfive of the unalienable right of ane 
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after the manner of brutes rather than rational creatures. 

Thus I have finiſhed what I had to ſay againſt — I 
tion for conſcience fake, and the antitoferation ſcheme of 
enforced national uniformities in religion, under the goſ- 
pel, which Seceders have hitherto contended for, and de- 1 1 
cared their approbation of, in their judicial teſtimony. I 
leave it to the candid public to judge whether the Relief, | 
or Seceſſion entertain the moſt rational and ſcriptural | 1 
views on this ſubject. 1 

In two late publications of the Seceders, the Anti- 


lurghers? teſtimony, and the Burghers' warning, againſt F 


gaceable members of the civil ſtate ought to be allowed 4 


the free exerciſe of their religion. But how will their modern 
{cntimen' 
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ntimentt, allowing toleration to all peaceable Britiſh ſubs 
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ree with their judicial teſtimony, in which they 
ſeverely condemn the preſent happy toleration, which we 
Have long enjoyed, allowing all the Britiſh ſubjects 
Apapiſts excepred) the free exerciſe of their religion ? 
Fpeaking of the preſent toleration, they ſay, page 45 of the 
Fudicial teſtimony, ** Dolerations of this kind are contrary 
0 the word of God.” How have they come now to ap- 
hieh, in their judicial teſtimony, 
hey condemn as contrary to the word of God, and at the 
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jects, ag 


11% 
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prove of a toleration, w 


ame time profeſs till to adhere to the judicial teſtimony? 
n the head of toleration, their judicial teſtimony, and 
heir late teſtimony and warning againſt Popery, are in 
rect oppoſetion to one another, while they declare their 
adherence to both; fo that it is not ea/y to know their real 


AY 


ſentiments on this ſubject. All that can with certainty 


* 


pe concluded from what they have yet publiſhed, on this 


head, is that they both condemn and approve the preſent 
Roleration; which we enjoy. It were to be wiſhed; that 
men would ſtudy to avoid ſuch glaring contradiftions. 
I now proceed to conſider the ſecond point of ditfer- 
Fence, between the Seceſhon and the Relief, viz. the un- 
da wfulneſs of occaſional hearing other miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, beſides thoſe of their own way, which is ftill main- 
"Rained by the Seceders: | Ae" pee iv+- 4 

>} The unlawfulneſs of ſuch occaſional hearing is equally 
aintained by both parties in the Seceſſion, with this dif- 
ference, that the Antiburghers are conſiſtent with tbem- 
ſelves, as they rebuke their hearers, who offend in this 
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article; whereas the Burghers ſuffer their people to paſs 
vith impunity, though they are ſometimes chargeable with 
The crime of hearing occaſionally other miniſters of. the 
goſpel. If this is not Latitudinariani/m to ſuffer public 
Zend viſible offenders to eſcape without public church-cenſ- 
fure, I leave the impartial world to judge. How will 
ſuch a practice correſpond with the injunction of Paul; 
them that fin (that is whoſe fin is of a public nature, 
* or becomes viſible) rebuke before all, that others alſo 
map fear.” To reconcile ſuch a practiee with the ſerip- 
tural rule of diſcipline, is not, I ſuppoſe, a taſk proper for 

men of ordinary aeumen, but ſor thoſe who have the dex- 
erity of reconciling contradiftions, But without ſaying 
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more on this glaring i incon aſtence' in their conduct, 1b ö. 85 


ceed to try the truth and reaſonableneſs of this principle, 5 


hitherto maintained by Seceders in general, that it is un.. 
lawful for thoſe under the inſpection of Seceding ctergy- | 1 


men, to hear, even occaſſonally, other miniſters of the 
goſpel; but thoſe of their own denomination. 


For clearly diſcuſſing this affair, the reader is desired to 7 
pay attention to the following obſervations. 
I. The! Relief Synod will unanimouſly agree with the Fe 
Seceders, that it is unfawful to hear legal and unſound 14 
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preachers, who overturn, in their diſconrſes, the great 
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el- doctrines of particular election, the imputation of 78 
Adam's fin, the general corruption: of human nature, the 
freedom of the goſpel-offer, the imputation of the ſins of 


them, regenetation by his Spitit, the perſeverance of the 


faints, or ſuch like eſſential doctrines of the Chriſtian ſyf- 4 


T5 


holy faith, do not preach the geſpel, and therefore have no | 


title to be heard, as miniſters of Chriſt at all; and it is 
exceedingly dangerous and ſinful to hear them. And 95 
thoſe, who remain under ſuch a miniſtry, will certainly 
receive poiſon inſtead of ford to their ſouls. And God will 
never bleſs the doctrines and foibles of human invention i 
for building up the New Teſtament-Zion, and promoting WF 
the edification of his people. Theſe reſemble the rivers 
of Damaſcus, which could not cure Naaman's leproiy, 12 
being no appointment ef God for that purpofe ; whereas 8 
his own truths reſemble the water of Jordan, which cured 
the leper, by virtue of its e bis ordinances: and his 


dleſſin attending it. 


II. The Seceders wy the Relief-Synod are ee chat EN 
it is unlawful and ſinſul to hear intruders, who have bio- 
lentiy thruſt themſelves into particular charges, in the 
chufch of Chriſt. Such have not entred in, by Chriſt, the 


door into the ſheeptold, by the way of his appointment, 


the elect to Chriſt, the imputation of his righteouſneſs to 3 


* 5 


xy ek No 


tem. They, who, in their public miniſtrations, in the 


church ot God, deny or pervert theſe great points of our 4 


viz. the call and invitation of his flock; but have climbed ; 


in ſome other way, by virtue of a preſentation to the le- 


gal benefice, and by doing ſo have at once robbed Chriſt | 


of his authority and his people of their liberty. Such ap- 


e Evidently more folicitous for the fleece than the fock, 


for 
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dor their, own. temporal accommodation than the edification 
of the church of God. Like the falſe Prophets of old, they 


have run unſent, and therefore there is too juſt reaſon to 


fear, that they will not profit the people. And accord. 
ingly it is but too obvious, that the miniſtry of intruders, 
in general, thro” the land, is a barren, ſapleſs, and unedi- 
© fying miniſtry. This is juſt what might have been expect- 
ed, ſrom their unſcriptural method of entring upon the 
e paſtoral office,, and the motives, which influence them to 


* ſuch a conduct. TL, OO 
III. It is readily granted, that it is wrong in thoſe, who 
bave put themſelves: under the inſpection of a faithful mi- 


niſter to make a con/tant practice of ab/enting themſelves 
FX from his miniſtrations, when in their reach. Such a mi- 
niſter they are bound to honour, by a general attendance 
upon his miniſtrations, unleſs ſomething appear in his doc- 
trine or life, that will juſtify a different conduct. All this 
will be granted both by the Seceſſion and Relief. But 
IV. What the Relief cenſure as wrong, in the Seceſſion 
on this head, is that the Seceders maintain it to be unlaw- 


ſul for thoſe of their way to hear any miniſter whatever, 
on any occaſion whatever, but thoſe of their own party; 


3 and eſpecially they bold it unlawful to hear the miniſters 
of Relief, on any occaſion, and would rather have their 


5 people to keep filent Sabbaths, if they want worſhip, in 


their own churches, than to hear the goſpel of ſalvation 


bh, from a Relief-pulpit. If this proceeds from a fearful ap- 
prehenſion, that ſome of the Seceſhon-ſheep, by wander- 


ing into Relief-paſtures, may find the focd ſo ſweet and 


7 nouriſhing as to endanger their returning to the fold and 
7 paſture of the aſſaciat ion, I can eaſily perceive a conſider- 


able degree of the Serpent's cunning, in making it unlaw- 


ful to hear Relief-minifters. And if the Seceders would 
not be offended I would for once inform them, that a ti- 
midity of this kind is now generally viewed, by men of 
judgment and diſcetnment, as the reaſon why it is held 
unlawful, by Seceders, to hear occaſionally an- worthy 
miniſters, whether belonging to the Relief-ſociety or not, 
and not any real ſinſulneſs in the thing itſelf. Let me 
alk where is the fin of hearing the Relief-miniſters? Are 
they not all regularly licenſed to preach the goſpel ? = 
they not all enter upon the miniſterial office, by he ree 
9215 election 
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election and call of the Chriſtian people? And have they 
not regular Preſbyterial ordination? Is not this Chtiſt's 
own appointed way of entring into the miniſterial office? 
And after they are inſtalled in their office, according to 


Chriſt's appointment, do they not preach the goſpel of | 


Chriſt to needy, periſhing ſinners? They are now a ſociety 


of men ſo reſpectable, in Scotland, for preaching ſound, 
evangelical doctrine, that none, who have heard them, free 


from prejudice, will ever believe any contrary repreſenta- 
tion of them. . | | 

Fam very intimately acquainted with the generality of 
the Relief. miniſters. I have alſo heard many miniſters, in 
tne National-Eſtabliſhment, and in both parties of the 
Seceſſion, and I ingenuouſly declare, that I do not think 
the glorious goſpel of the grace of God, doth in its doc- 
trinal and practical part, is preached with greater clear- 
neſs and ſimplicity, in any denomination of Chriſtians, in 
the kingdom, than in the Relief ſociety. 5 
Now, if the Relief-miniſters have a ſcriptural call to 


their office, as it is evident they have, otherwiſe we are 
yet to be inſtructed what a ſcriptural call is, if they preach 
the pure and uncorrupted doctrines of the goſpel, as theß 
do, and if they have a converſation becoming the goſpel, 
where lies the danger or fin of coming under the paſiorai 
inſpection of ſuch men? Or what infection can the pureſt 

aſſociate catch from hearing them, on any particular occa- 


ſion? If they have received a commiſſion, from the Law- 


yet ſeen the contrary proved by their opponents, and Lam 


appr« hcnfive never will, I defire to be informed, where 


lies the ſin or danger of hearing them execute that com- 
miihon, which they have received from the head of the 


church, to teſtify unto ſinners of mankind the goſpel of 


his grace? If they have both a fcriptural commiſſion and 


call to the miniſterial work, and preach the goſpel, it is XY 


neither ſinful nor dangerous, but dutiful and fafe, to hear 
them proach the goſpel. Ihe Seceders ought firſt to prove, 


from the word of God, either that the Relieſ-miniſters do 


not preach the goſpel, or that they have not a right to 
preach it (which for reaſons ſufficiently obvious, I ſuppoſe, 
none of them will attempt to do) before they maintain it 
unlawlul to hear them. Jo do the one, before they Props 

| | the 
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the other, argues them to be under the government of a 


filly, groundleſs, and unmanly prejudice, which every man 


of ſenſe ought to hold in contempt. I wilh to know what 
better right the miniſters of the Seceſſion have to have 
their ſacred miniſtrations attended than the miniſters of 
Relief have. Can they produce better documents of their 
commiſſion, or prove, that they preach a better goſpel ? 
Who authorized them to make a monopoly of the goſpel, 


that it ſhould be lawful to hear them and none elſe? Hath 
the head of the church inveſted them with an excluſive 
patent to diſpenſe religious ordinances, that it ſhould be 


only lawful to receive the diſpeuſation of word and Sacra- 


ment from them? Hath Chriſt given to them alone the 
po ver of the keys of the kingdom of heaven? Theſe things 
muſt not be taken for granted, but clearly proved, by di- 
vine authority, before we will allow, that it is Jawful to 
hear only the Seceding miniſters, or that it is unlawful for 
a any Chriſtian to hear the miniſters of Relief, either ſtatedly 
or occaſionally. There is not a feng le argument, which they 


are capable to urge againſt the lawfulneſs of hearing the 


2X miniſters of Relief, but will equally conclude againſt the 
27 1awfulneſs of hearing themſelves. The very ſame reaſon- 
ing, which will ſet aſide the commiſſion of Relief-mini- 
MZ titers, will ſet afide their own commiſſion. Thus it ap- 
= pears, with convincing evidence, that there is *no law of 
IF the head of the church, which makes it ſinful, for any 
man, to hear the Relief-miniſters preach the goſpel of ſal- 
vation, and therefore any law of men, declaring it unlaw- 
ſul and ſinful to hear them, ought to be held in contempt, 
if and as much diſregarded, by every Proteſtant, as the ſenſe- 
leſs ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome. 


The principal objection, which, I ſuppoſe, the Seceders 


will urge againſt hearing the Relief-minitlery, 1 1s, that they. 


are not coming Wen in reformation. But this is an 


; 1 unjuſt and ſenſeleſs calumny ; for they are determined to | 
adhere to the doctrines and ordinances of Chriſt, and the 
order of the firſt Chriſtian churches, which 1s Bible refor- 


mation, while, at the fame time, I have clearly proved, 


chat enforced National uniformities in religion, under the 
WT goſpel, by civil pains, the reformation, that Seceders con- 
dend for, are a groſs abuſe of ſeripture, ſubverſive of the 


H 2 5 right 


N 


right of private judgment, and incompatible with the ge- 
nius of Chriſt's kingdom. 

There are alſo many reſpectable miniſters of the goſpel, 
in the National Eſtabliſhment, who make Chriſt and him 
crucified the great theme of their ſacred miniſtrations, who 
have a regular call to their office, and adorn the doctrines 
of the goſpel, by the purity of their converſation, who may 
very lawfully be heard preaching the goſpel and diſpenſing 
its ordinances, and yet the Seceders hold it unlawful to 


hear them, as well as the miniſters of Relief; tho'i greatly 


queſtion if they will be able to prove, from ſcripture, that 


it is unlawful to hear ſuch. We hold it lawtut to hear - | 
worthy miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church, till from the 
ſacred records, we ſee it proved, that it is unlawful to do Mi 


ſo. 'The divine word, in this as well as in other points, 
we hold to be the only rule of faith and duty, and will not 


admit either the practice of Seceders, or the decrees of their 
church courts, as the rule by which cur ſaith and practice Wil 


is to be regulated in this matter. 


The third point, in which the Relief differ from the 1 


Seceſſion, is the unſcriptural nar rox neſs of their terms 1 


of communion. 


This I confider as one of the principal differences be. 


tween theſe two bodies of men, and therefore it merits 


very particular-attention. I know it is the cuſiom of the 


Seceders to repreſent the Relief- community as latitu- 
dinarians i in their terms of communion. Latitudinarian- 


iſm is a term often toſſed about at random, and is often 55 


aſcribed to perſons, and religious communities, with very "0 
little judg gment and propriety; and that it is fo aſcribed 


by the Seceders to the Relief community, will ſufficiently 15 


.. appear, when their terms of communion are conſidered. 
With reſpeck to terms of communion in the Chriſtian 
church, thoſe, in the ſcriptural ſenſe of the word, are lati- 
tudinarians, who are guided by their own fancies, and 
the dictates of men, in the article of church communion, 
without obſerving the cules of Chriſt's appointment. But 
with the Seceders, the Relief people muſt paſs for latitu— 
dinarians, merely becauſe they differ from them, however 
claſely they adhere to the inſtitutions of Chriſt, 

Church communion is miniſterial or Chriſtian, ſtated 
or occafional. Stated miniſterial communion reſpeQs 


thoic 


* 7.5 


ge- hoſe miniſters, who are conſlituent members g 


- 


pf the ſame 

udicatory, and commonly join together in diſpenſing 
pel, religious ordinances. Occaſional miniſterial communion 
im Makes place, when miniſters, on any particular occaſion, 
WM ho' belonging to different denominations, or to other 


nes Mchurches of the ſame denomination, join together in diſ- 
nay penſing religious ordinznetcs. OY ago oo Whoa 

ing & Stated Chriſtian communion takes place, when'Chrif- 
to Mfians belonging to the ſame church uſually join together 
atly Wn partaking of ſealing ordinznees. Occafional Chriſtian 
hat Wecommunion takes place, when on any particular occaſion, 
hear MChriſſians from different churches of the ſame or a differ- 
the ent denomination join together in partaking of ſealing or- 
) do Minances. | LN 


It is the laſt kind ef communion, viz. when miniſters 
and Chriſtians from different denominations, join together, 
n any particular occaſion, in diſpenſing and partaking of 

ealing ordinances that is the preciſe point of difference, 
petween the Seceders and, the Relief community. The 
eeceders deny, that fuch occaſional communion is lawſul. 
he Relief Synod maintain, that it is lawful, when the dif- 
erence between theſe denominations is only about things 
be- ot 4% importance in religion, and does not affect any truth 
erits fundamental and effent:al to ſalvation. Tbie, as far as I 
f the Wunderſtand it, is a true and impartial ſtate of the preciſe 
titu- point of difference, on the head of communion, between 


rian- {ſhe Seceſſion and the Relief. But which of theſe deno- 


often minations, have right and truth on their ſide, is now to he 
very {the ſubject of enquiry. And „„ 
ibed . l. It is obſervable, and merits the particular attention 
ently of the candid reader, that the Seeeders themſelves have 
ered. et an example of that very communion, as far as it relates 
ftian ¶ to the church of Scotland, which the Relief-body now 
lati-plead for. It is well known, that for a conſiderable time, 
and after the commencement of the Seceſſion, the Seceding 
nion, {WF miniſters declared their willingneſs, to hold communion 

But wich thoſe (miniſters 'and Chriſtians of the eſtabliſhed 
194808 


church who were contending againſt her defections. Now, 
if it was lawful for them to hold occaſional communion 
with worthy winiſters, and Chriſtians on the eftabliſh- 
ment, how has it become unlawful now for the Relief 

mniſters, and their people, to do that W 


VEVELr 


tated 
pects 
thoſe 


[ 


1 


which che. Seceders ſet an example? Is it leſs a duty now 


to contend apainſt the defections of the church eſtabliſhed, | 
than when the Seceſſion commenced? And is it not! 
equally lawful as it was Zhen to hold communion with ſuch | 


reſpectable miniſters and members of the national church 
as are {truggling-againſt her defections? Does the diſtance 
of time alter the nature of things? or did the act of the 
aſſociate judicatory, forſooth, declaring a total ſeparation 


hold communion with her, either in her judicatories or 


from the national church, make it ever after unlawful to 772 


worſhip? They will have a tolerable degree of preſump- Wa 
tion, who will fay ſo, Ihe Relief miniſters, I am certain, 
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1 illuſt. 
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pay no regard to this ſeparating act of the aſſociate judica- 


tory, as determining fin or duty with reſpe& to commu- Wi 
nion i in the church of Chriſt, If it be agreeable to the 


genius and Spirit of the New Teſtament for thoſe, who 


are the members of the myſtical body, and appear to be 
10 by their deportment, to have ſellowthip in the ordinan- 

ces of the golpel worſhip, when they have occaſion in pro- 
vidence, as it evidently is, then any acts of church judi- 
catories, declaring ſuch communion unlawful, or forbid- | 
ding it, deſerve no more regard than the anathemas of the 
Vatican and the Roman Pontiff's ſentence of excommu- i 
nication againſt the Proteſtants, cutting them off ſtom the 
communion of holy mother church. It is much caſter, by 
the imperious dogmatic ſentence of a court, to declare 
communion with viſible ſaints unlawful, than to prove it | 
fo: the one can be done by the ignorance, humour, 


and pride of men, the other can only be effected by clear 
{criptural evidence and demonſtration. It would have 

been no. loſs to the church of Scotland, in her intercom- 
muning acts, nor to the Seceſſion- church, in her /eparat- 


ing acts, that both had conſidered this ſubject with more 


ſedate and deliberate attention. What has now been ad- 
vanced, will ſhow the candid reader, that as far as the Re- 
| liel. cheme of communion reſpe&s the national church, 
it bas the ſanction and example of the Seceſſion com- 
munion itſelf, in its ut, and, in the opinion of any, 
Its moſt pure ard reformed period. 

In the further proſecution of this ſubject, that I may 


avoid unneceſſary prolixity, I ſhall Jay aſide the conſider- | 


btion of minillerial communion, and eie myſelf to itho 
3 | article 
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atticle of Chriſtian communion. And as the ground of 
EZ admiſſion to the two ſeals of the covenant of grace, under 
3 


the goſpel is the ſame, I ſhall confine myſelf chiefly to the 
article of communion in the holy ſupper, as this will fully 


1 #34: Y 


He 


—— 


== (4) L entertain a ſuſpicion, that the Seceders will find fault 
WT wiin me for maintainirg, © that the te: ms of admiſſion to the 
Lord's table are only to be found in the divine word.“ I ſhall 
ME aflign the reaſon of this ſuſpicion. At a ſacramental ſolemnity, 
a few years ago, I delivered a ſhort diſcourſe relative to the 
as ſacred; ordinance of the Supper, the principal deſign of which 
= was to prove © that the terms of admiſſion to this divine ordi- 
W<* nance were only to be found in the word of Chriſt, and that 
the church had no power to inſtituie her own terms of com- 
= © munion.” One would think that doctrine of this nature could 
= offend none, who have a becoming veneration for the holy 
Wy Scriptures as the alone rule of faith and practice in the church 
of Chriſt. A certain Burgher clergyman however, in the 
&& neighbourhood, was ſo mightily chagrined and enraged at my 
W G:icourſe, that on a following ſabbath, he made me his text, 
Frailed againft me a whole ſermon, and employed all the elo- 
quence he was maſter of to confute the dodrine I had deliver- 
ed, and to put his hearers on their guard againſt it. And he 
$ diſcovered admirable wiſdom as well as regard to truth in con- 
F futing my diſcourſe, upon the vague report of his hearers, be- 
fore he knew certainly what was to be confuted. Upon being 
iaformed that he had made me his text in the pulpit, an ho- 
| nour, of which, [ never thought myſelf worthy, and which J 
would never confer on him as long as there is a text in the 
Bible; I wrote him a few things, which I delivered in the 
diſcourſe, on church-fellowſhip, which, from his known prin- 
cipals, I ſuſpected would be moſt obnoxious. to him. As theſe 
things 


E 5 1 
He bath not left. theſe to be framed, changed, dimini. 


ſhed,, or augmented, by the arbitrary appointments of . 


| men, The office-bearers, in his houſe have only the exe. 


cution of es * of eee and laws committed = 
| hs | to F'% 


things farmed to have turned the dees noch, 1 ſhall 5 


bere communicate them to the public. 


I. [ gbſerved, that the covenants N ational and Solemn league 5 , 
ought not to be made terms of communion in the church of 
| Chriſt, unleſs it can be ſhown from the word of Chrift, that 


they are terms of his appointment. 


II. I obſerved, that a ſtate uniformity of religion, under the 
gofpel;enforced upon the conferences of men, by civil pains and | 

penalties, without toleration, is Popery, and if purſued in all 

its confequences, will lead to the bafalhble m on __ ghoſtly 5 


father of Rome. 


III. I obſerved; that my brethren and I had no liberty in our 
own minds to make theſe things terms of communion, or walls 
of ſeparation, between us and-iother Chriſtians, which had no 
exiſtence for nigh 1500 yearts after the terms of the Chriſtian Wi 


fellowſhip' were unalterably fixed by. Chriſt and his apoſtles, 


Theſe were the very points, which fo nightily offended the 
Seceders, and particularly the clergyman, in my neighbourhood, W 
and after all the fooliſh noiſe and clamour he and ſome of his 
brethren raiſed againſt them, L put both him and them to 


deſiance to prove them falſe from the word of God, I wrote 
him theſe points, and begged that he would write me his judg- 


ment of them, and confute them from the infallible word if he 
I was conſcious he was incapable to do this, and ac-| 


could. 
cordinply he declined this fair method of deciding the contro- 
verſy, and wanted to ſhufle over the affair with a conference, 
which for reaſons J affigned him, I did not think proper at that 
time; for I was particularly defirous to get a hold of bim in 
writing, which he was extremely cautious to avoid. But as! 
wiſhed ta bring the controverſy, between him and me, to a 
clear and deciſive iſſue I propoſed to take in both our propo- 
fals, viz. that we ſhould firſt write our ſentiments to one ano- 
ther, upon the points in difference, and then conclude with a 
conference in the preſence of proper witneſſes, This laſt pro- 
poſal as well as the firſt he refuſed to comply with. I propo- 


fed alſo to go to his houſe 520 talk with him i in a friendly man- 
os ner 


E 1 


„ do them, which he hath appointed. As in reſpedt of doe- 
xe. trine they are to teach all things that Chriſt hath com- 
ted! manded; ſo in their judicative capacity, they are ſacrediy 
to bound to obſerve that order and diſcipline, which he hath 


appointed to be obſerved in his church, till his ſecond. 


coming. The under ſhepherds have no right, by their 
& own authority, to admit or exclude from ſealing ordinan- 
nal! ces, in his church, but only to declare and faithfully to 


obſerve the terms of church-fellowſhip, which he hath ap- 


pointed. And becauſe men in their different generations 
are ſo unhappily diſpoſed; in this, and other points to de- 
vriate ſo widely from the revealed will of Chriſt, it is re- 
markable, that he concludes both 'Teſtaments with a very 


the /erious caution to the church againſt ſuch deviations. The 
and laſt injunction, which he delivered unto the Old Teſta- 
all WF ment church, we have Mal. iv. . Remember ye the 
tl 8 law of Moſes my ſervant, which I commanded unto him 


alls declaration to the New Teſtament church: For I teſtify 
war undo every man, that heareth the words of the prophecy 

= | 1 FE of 
les, 2 8 


* * « * — * o Py x e A 
A . 
2— — — — — — — — — — — — 
a -- — — —— a 


| her on the ſubject of our differences, Which propoſal alſo he 
declined to accept. This is a genuine account of the correſ- 


mY | pondence between bim and me, which I am perſuaded he will 
be not deny, but if he venture to deny it, I offer to prove the truth 
5 of the account, by a copy of our whole correſpondence ia my 
8 cuſtody. „ 5 


' T have been the more particular in giving a diſtin@ and juſt 


clergyman and myſelf, that the public might be ſet right in 


in W I, . | 
1 their notions concerning it; becauſe I know many re fal/hoods 
o a bout that affair, have been induftrioufly diſſeminated in the 


country, by the Seceders. I would be pleaſed to ſee the Reve- 
rend gentleman in my neighbourhood appear at the bar of the 
public, and attempt to confute the propoſitions formerly men- 
| tioned in this note, for which he made me his text in the pul- 
pit; but I have no expectation he will do this, becauſe I know 
he is incapable, from the Word of God, to ſhow their falſhood, 
potwithſtanding all the fooliſh noiſe he hath made about them. 


in Horeb, for all Iſrael, with the ſtatutes and judg- 
© ments.” And Rev. xxit. 18, 19. we have his parting | 
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account of the ſtate of the controverſy, between this Burgher- 
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of this book, if any man ſhall add unto thoſe things, God 


« ſhall add unto him the plagues.that are written in this 
© book. And if, any man ſhall take away from the words 


of the book of this prophecy, God ſhall take away his part 0 
out of the book of lite, and out of the H oly city, and from 
the things that are written in this book. As therefore 


it is ſo dangerous to deviate ſrom the revealed will of Chriſt, 


it mult be fo particularly in the affair of church commu— 4 


nion. And in this great point the churches do well to take 
heed to what the Spirit ſaith to them, rather than to the dic- 
tates or practices of fallible men. This ſuggeſts to me the 

propriety of conſidering an argument, often urged by the 


'Heceders, in defence of their ſcheme of communion, and 1 


which, I have been credibly informed, has been urged by 
the Reverend genizeman referred to in the note. He main- 
tained, in juſtificatton of the Secethon terms of communi- 
on, chat they were the very ſame with the terms of com- 
munion obſerved by the church of Scotland in the ſecond 
reformation period * | own this is a very popular argu- 


ment, but when weighed in the ballance of the ſanCtuary i 


or right reaſon, is there a ſingle grain of weight in it? Does 
it not evidently take for granted what ought to be proved 
viz that the terms of communion obſerved by the church 
of Scotland, in that period, were agreeable to ſcriptuie, 
and the example of tne primitive, apoſtolical churches? l 


beg leave to inform the gentleman and the public, that it | 


is a downright falſhood to ſay, that the terms of commu- 
nion, in the Burgher- ſeceſſion, are the ſame with thoſe 


of the church of Scotland, in the fore mentioned period; 
for in that period the atiral perſormance of the work of 
covenanting was the term of communion in the church of | 


Scotland. But it is too r.otcur to be denied, ttat ttic 
Burghers have entirely laid aſide the fwearing of 1305 
nauts, and are as clilator in actually performing the wor k 
of covenaniing as 1, in infifling on its obligation, 
which is a clear demonſtraticn of the common and true 
maxim, that the practice of men often gives their profeſ- 
fe the lie. 

That the church of Scotland, in the above period, made 
actual cc venanting a term of communion with her is evi- 


dent from the expreſs words of the act of aſtembly, Auguſt 


39. 16 39. re; Dy. our act and conſtitution eccleſiaſtical 
do 


E233 3 


| © do approve the ſoreſaid covenant, (viz. the national 

| © one) in all the heads and clauſes thereof. And ordain 
Ws «© of new, under all ecclefraftical cenſure, that all the ma- 
W « fters of Univerſities, Colleges and Schools, all ſcholars 
at the paſſing of their degrees, all perſons ſuſpect of pa- 
= piſtry or any other error, and finally, all the members of 
= * 7/1s 
of aſſembly it is eviden-, that all the members both of 


tir, and kingdom, ſubſcribe the ſame.” From this act 


church and ſlate, in Scotland, were obliged to join in the 


National covenant uuder all cccle/inflical cenſure which 
certainly includes excommuntcation from ſealing ordinan- 
ces if they did not. Os 


And by an expreſs order of Lords and Commons 
February 2. 1643. the Solemn league was to be tendered. 
to all men. within the pariſhes of England, above the age 
of ſeighteen. And under what penalties the ſwearing of 


this league was to be forced upon all the ſubjects: of Scot- 


land we have already ſeen, in the forecited act of the con- 
B vention of eſtates. From all which it is evident, that the 
W ſwearing, both of the National covenant and the Solemn 
league, was a term of communion in the church of Scot- 
land, in the ſecond relormation period. 1 5 
But was not this a term of communion of the church's 
= own making? was it known by the apoſtles of Chriſt? 


Had it an exiſtence for nigh 1500 years after theſe vene- 
rable inſpired men were in their graves? No man is ca- 


pable to ſhow, from the New Teſtament, that the ſwear- 


ing of any covenant or league was ever eſtabliſhed as a 


term of church-ſellowſhip, by the apoſtles of the: Lamb, 
or ever obſerved, by the firſt and beſt Chriſtian churches 
planted by them, either to their.own members or thoſe of 

ther churches. I would have the faith of Chriſtians on 


this point founded, not in the dictates of men, but in the 


| truth of God. If it be ſaid, that the churches of Mace- 


donia ſwore a covenant, when they are ſaid to give them- 
ſelves unto the Lord, I obſerve, that, like all the other 


apoſtolic churches, they gave themſelves to the Lord by 


a cordial belief of the doctrines of Chriſt and obedience 
to his law, and in baptiſm and the Holy Supper, and no 
man can prove, that the giving themſelves to the Lord was 
by expreſsly ſwearing any covenant; for if this had been 
recommended to them, by the apoſlles, certainly the fame 
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Chriſtians, as to refuſe to admit them to ſealing ordinan- 


B 


thing would have been recommended to the other churcheg ” 


planted by theſe holy men, and obſerved by them ac- 13 


cordingly. But we read nothing of this practice being 


recommended to the other apoſtolic churches nor obſerved | 10 


by them. If any perſon read the New Teſtament, with | 
the honeſty and integrity becoming a Chriſtian, he will | 


ſee in the conſtitution of the apoſtolic churches, that the | 17 


firſt Chriflians were admitted to full communion in ſea]- 
ing ordinances, without the formality of any oath what- 
ever. No ſuch thing was ever demanded of them by the 
apoilles, or obſerved by them as neceſſary to church com 


munion. If this then be true, and no man can ſhow that 
it is not, I want to be informed, by what divine authority 7 


the church in later ages impoſes ſuch a formality upon 


ces upon the fimple, primitive, apoſtolical plan. If the 


inſpired apoſtles of Chriſt admitted the firſt Chriſtians to 55 


COMMUNION without an oath, from whom has the church 


1 after times derived vower to exclude the diſciples of v0 
Elos from the ſeals oi the covenant, unleſs they ſwear 
oaths as the condition cf their admiſſion | ? I heſitate not to 


7, that ſuch a term of communion is only a term of the 


church s own making. And on this point, the queſtion 7 
may ju{Uy be put to ber, who hath required this at your 


hand? It were well, if men, who make ſuch a buſtle about 
later periods of the church, would direct their attention a 


little more to the /irſt. pure, apoſtolic churches, and the 


order and ſorm of fellowſhip in fired and chſerved in 


them. And if the order and form of ſellowſhip obſerved in 2 
the firſt Chriſtian churches planted by the apoſtles of 5 


Chriit were carcſully attended to, a great many of our 
modern terms of communion, now fo much in Vogue, 
would fink into that inſignigcance and contempt which 
they deſer ve, and men would gradually return to the pure 
and primitive // ſimplicity of the gotpel worſhip. Having 
now ſhown, that the terms and conditions of church com- 
munion are to be learned from the word of Chriſt alone, 
and that the church has no power to inſlitute her own 
terms of communicn, I proceed to obſerve. 


. That according to the word of inſpiration none 


hare a right, in the fight of God, to the ſeal of his cove- 


nant. in the Holy Supper, but thoſe who are brought with- 


| Ir. the bond of the covenant. It! is ev ident from ſcripture, 


that 
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nature. EE | 
All thoſe, who worthily partake of the Lord's ſupper, 


1 1 


that there is a great difference between a right to hear 


the goſpel, and a right to the Sacremental table. All 
men, as they are the ſinful and periſhing deſcendents 


8 
55 F 4 2 * 
. 


of Adam, have a right to hear the goſpel, becaufe Chriſt 


= himſelf gave his apoſtles, and in them, all crdinar mi- 


12 -# 
n 
1 
r 
of LR 


niſters after them, a commiſſion to go into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel unto every creature. This unli- 


= mited commiſſion, given, by the chief ſhepherd, to all 


his under ſhepherds, joined with his own general invi- 


i tations Lock to me and be fared all the ends of the 
EZ © earth' © Ho every one that thirſteth come to the waters“ 


. 
1 i 


Him that cometh to me I will in nowiſe caſt out' gives 


all men a right to hear the goſpel, and to believe in 
bY him, high and low, rich and poor, learned and unlearned, 


= 
Wis 


wiſe and fooliſh. ſober and profane, Barbarian, Scythian, 


bond and free, ſenſible and inſenſible ſinners. 


But though all men, as ſinners, have a right to the 


geſpel table, none but believers, in the fight cf God, have 
Na right to the /acramente! table. This table is covered 


with children's bread, and therefore none but children have 


a right to it. tt is a fcaft prepared by the gloricus bride - 
groom of the church ſor his ſponſe; for all thoſe, who have 


matched with him, and by faith taken hold of the everlaſt- 


ing covenant. It is an ordinance, intended to ſeal the 


benefits of the covenant to believers, to ſtrengthen and 
confirm their graces; but it is not a converting ordinance, 


© nor intended to be the mean of communicating the #rf 
grace to the ſoni. It is graciouſly intended to be the food 


of the new nature, but not the mean of implanting that 


mutt have on the wedding garment of imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, and inherent grace. The firſt is the foundation of 
their title, in the ſight of God, to this holy entertainment, 
the laſt is their preparation for it, in reſpect of the ſrame 
and temper of their ſouls. They muſt be clothed with 


ImmanuePs righteouſneſs, that their perſons and ſervice 


may be accepted. And they muſt have the graces of the 
holy Spirit, both in habit, and exerciſe, that they may 
perform the ſacred action of communicating, with a frame 
and diſpoſition of ſoul ſuited to that holy ſolemnity of the 


goſpel worſhip, For the right performance of this or any 


other 
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other holy duty, they muſt have oil in their lamps, and 'Fg 
theit lamps burning. And accordingly when the inſpired | 


apoſtle of the Gentiles delivers this ſacred inſtitution of the 


ſupper, unto the church, as what he himſcif had received 


of the Lord, he ſays, But let a man examine himſelf, and 


* ſo let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.” 
| Being well aſſured that this ordinance was appropriated. | 


to the children of Cod, he firictly enjoins every profeſſor, 
in the church of God, before he joins in it, to examine 
his heart, and life, in order that he may be able to aſcer- 
tain his character as a child of God, and having brought 
the enquiry to a comfortable iſſue, then to approach the 


table of the Lord, and eat biead and drink wine in re- 


membrance of him. Uhus it appears, that believers on 


have a right, in the ſight of God, to approach the ſacra- 


mental table. And it any intermeddle with ſuch ſacred 
things, who are not believers, they will eat and drink, 
judgment to theraſelves, 

per, in the fight of Cod: fo all believers have this right, 
Being al} zqually the children of God, they have the ſame 
common title to the children's bread, Let it be remem- 


| bexed that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, graciouſly im- 
puted and received by faith, is the alone foundation of the 


believer's title to this ordinance, and all the other peculiar 
privileges of the covenant of grace. But this righteouſ- 
neſs is equally imputed to cvery child of God, and em- 
braced by a faith of the divine operation, and therefore 
all his children have the {ame fundamental title to the 
children's bread. And though they may communicate 


unworthily, if the oil in their lamps be not burning, if 


their graces be not in exerciſe, yet this does not invali- 


date their title to the Lord's table, which is not founded 


in their graces or frames, but in their zuftification, by 


qualified in point of frame for a right participation of this 
ordinance, but this no more forfeits their title to it, than 


by failing in the right performance of any duty, they loſe. 
their intereſt in the new covenant itſelf, or their title to 


the bleſſings it contains: a molt comfortable reflection! 
4. Having now ſhown that it is real ſaintſbip that en- 


titles men to the ſacred ſupper, in the ſight & Cod, I next 


obſerve 


WE Bras 
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And as none but believers have a right to the holy ſup- 
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Immanuel's righteouſneſs. In ſuch a caſe they ate di- 
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| ry obſerve that it is the vi/ib:lity of ſaintſhip before the world, 
W chat entitles men to communion in the eye of the Church. 
Ihe truth of ſaintſhip, or the reality of Chriſtianity, in the 


heart, is known only with abſolute certainty to Cod him- 
ſelf who ſearches the hearts and tries the reins of the chil- 


= dren of men. It is according to the real ſtate and charac- 
ter of men that Chriſt now forms his judgment of them, 
and will judge them at the laſt day. But it is according 
to the vi/bility of characters, before the world, that the 
church is to form her judgment concerning them. The 
church is to judge of profeſſors, not by their internal cha- 
tacter, ſor this is the ſacred prerogative of the Lord Al- 
mighty, but by their outward character. It is the fruits 
o profeſſors, or what they appear to be, that conſtitutes 
be rule of the church's judgment, in admitting them to, 
or excluding them from the ſeals of the covenant. Now, 
as it is not her province, to judge the hearts of men, and as 
many have the form of godlineſs without the power of it, 
tbe church, according to her rule of judgment, may war- 
rantably admit hypocrites to the Lord's table, while they 
are not known to be ſuch, but maintain a fair outward 
© profeſſion and deportment : though ſuch, on account of 
the want of real religion, or indulgence in ſecret ſins, 
are an abomination in the fight of God, and have no right 


to his table, in his judgment, which is always according 
to truth, and not the appearance of things. 1 
Now according to fcripture two things are evidently 


2 neceſſary to conſtitute one a vi/ible ſaint, 1o that the office 


bearers of the church may warrantably admic him to a 


7 participation of the ſacred ſupper, viz. a ſuitable meaſure 
of knowledge and a converſation becoming the goſpel. 


Though there are very different degrees of knowledge 


to be found among profeſſors in the church, and it would 
de highly improper and contrary to every principle, both 

of ſcripture and reaſon, as well as injurious to the lambs 
of Chriſts's flock, to deny ſealing ordinances to weak 


Chriſtians, becauſe they have not the ſame meaſure of 
knowledge as the moſt advanced Chriſtians; yet it is in- 


| deſpenſibly neceſſary, that one who is to be admitted to; 


the Lord's table poſſeſs /uch a meaſure of religious know- 


| ledge, and eſpecially of the knowledge of the covenants 


of works and of grace, as will conſiſt with real religion. 


It is alfo requiſite, that the intended communicant poſſeſs 


and 
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and diſcover ſuch knowledge of the nature, ends, and uſes 
of the holy ſupper, as will render his communicating a 
reaſonable ſervice. Voth ſcripture and reaſon require this, 
Paul ſhows clearly, in the words of inſtitution themſelves, 
that thoſe communicate unworthily, who do not diſcern byte 
the Lord's body, who have not fuſhcient knowledge to evi 

look through the facramential elements of bread and wine 
to the great ſpiritual myſtcries tepreſented by them. And 
it is one of the cleareſt dictates of reaſon, that no moral 
or religious duty can be rightly performed; except its na- 


- 


ture and end be in ſome meaſure underſtood. 

lt belongs to the office- bearers of the church, to judge 
of the meaſare of teligious knowledge, which qualifies 
candidates for the communicn table. And to faithful 
miniſters of the gotpel this will be one of the moſt difficult, 
and trying parts of their work. Ah, whois ſofſicient for it! 
To judge properly in this matter, much fidelity, prayer, 
heavenly wiſdom, and ctrcumſpection are neceffary, left 
they admit the ignorant, or exclude thoſe, who in reſpect 
of knowledge ought to be admitted. And their conduct 
will at laſt be reviewed by the Chicf Shepherd, whether 
they have acted a faithſul, conſcientious and upright part 
in admitting to or excluding from his holy table, in point 
of knowledge. On this particular it is further neceſſary to 
obferve, that the children of God in this preſent ſlate are 
imperfect in knowledge as well as in holineſs, and no 
geod reaſon can be aſſigned why they ſhould be excluded 

rom the Lord's table, for the imperfeQion of their know- 
ledge any more than of their holineſs, if they diſcover as 
much knowledge of the truths of religion, and the nature 
and uſes of the Lord's ſupper, as will conſiſt with their 
being eſteemed Chriſtians, in the judgment of charity. 
And this brings me to conſider an objection en 
made by the author of the Relief ſchen:e conſidered, which 
does not deferve a ſerious retutation, were it not fo fre- 

uently urged in his pamphlet with fo much confidence. 
He objects that Prefoyterians ought not to receive into 
their communion thoſe, who differ from them in their 
notions of church government, ſuch as Independents. or 
Epiſcopalians, beeauſe theſe men have had ' ſufficient 
means of conviction, and ſtill remain obſtinate. For my 
part I can ſee neither ſenſe not Chriſtianity in this ob- 

| 8 e jection 


1 


1 9 1 


| jection. There is certainly evidence ſufficient in the 


word of God to convince every man of every truth con- 


tained in it, other wiſe it would not be a ſufficient revel- 
ation of his will. If we apply this obſervation to the Preſ- 
byterian form of government, I reckon there is ſufficient 
evidence and means of conviction, in the New Teſtament, 
to convince every man of the truth of the Preſbyterian 
| form of government; as Chriſt's inſtitution, but yet many 
| cannot ſee this evidence ſo as to be convinced by it. And 
every man who will not be Jed by implicit faith, muſt, if 

he-is a man of integrity, deny his aſſent to this form of 
government, whatever means of conviction he have, till 
| be be really convinced of its truth. 1 conſider thoſe men, 
| who are not convinced of the truth of Preſbyterian govern- 
ment, as weak brethren in this reſpect, who, notwith- 


ſtanding all means of inſtruction, have not yet got their 


judgment fully informed in this branch of Chriſtian 
knowledge. And till God be pleaſed in his adorable good- 


neſs to convince their judgment, we ought to receive then 


| as weak in this point of faith, juſt as the ſtronger Chriſ- 
| tians in the Church of Rome were to receive into their 
| communion their weak Jewith brethren, who were ſtill 


in an error concerning the ceremonial ſyſtem, till once in 
tbe kindneſs of providence their minds were enlightned 
in the knowledge of the truth. Such a conduct would 
be more agreeable both to the truth and ſpirit of Chriſti- 
anity, than the method obſerved in the Seceſſion of ſnut- 
ting the door of communion againſt ſuch weak brethren. 


But this part of their conduct need not occafion any ſur- 
| prize as they will not hold communion with the Relief- 
community, who adhere to the Presbyterian form of go- 
vernment as well as themſelves; becauſe they will not 


break the bond of fellowthip between them and thoſe, 


external denomination with themſelves; and yet in this 
reſpect I hope to {how to the conviction of honeſt unpre- 
zudiced men, that the Relief ſcheme of communion is 


| agreeable to the word of God, and that the Seceſſion 


ſcheme of communion is a mere impoſition upon his 


of his ſervants, . 


who appear, by the holineſs of their deportment, to be the 
viſible members of Chrilt's body, though not of the ſame 


church, and an unreafonable abridgement of the liberty 


* The 
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a The other thing neceflary to conſtitute one a viſible 
_ faint, fo that the church may lawfully admit him to the 


holy ſupper, is a life and deportment becoming the goſ. 


pel. Though men have the cleateſt underſtanding of the 


whole ſyſtem of divine truth, and of the nature and uſes | 


of the holy fupper, yet if they are not ſtudious of an evan- 
gelical deportment, but immoral in their practice, they 
ought not to be admitted to the table of the Lord. It is 


only by the fruits and expreſſions of grace in the life, that 


it evidences its reality in the heart. Whatever inward 


feelings a Chriſtian may have of the evidence and oper - 
ations of grace in his heart, ſatisfying himſelf that he is a 
child of God, it is impoſſible for him to give mankind or 


the chureh of God any ſatisfying evidence and conviction 
of his Chriſtianity but by the holineſs of his life: and it he 


is an upright Chriſtian, his outward holinets will be the 


genuine expreſhon of his inward grace. Wherever the 


Fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, Jong-fuffering, | 


gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meckneſs, temperance, arc 
implanted in the heart, and appear in the lite, againſt ſuch 


| there is no law. There is no law of God condemning i 


ſuch graces themſelves; for they are his own production. 


There is no law of God excluding the perſons, poſſeſſed 
of theſe divine graces, and having them ſhining forth in Ne 
their practice, from his holy table; for theſe are the ver, 


perſons whom he makes welcome to it, and who have a 


right to this feaſt of fat things. But there are lau of men 
and ſtatutes 'framed by jome religious denominations in i. 
Scotland, expreſsly excluding from the Lord's table with n 
them, many precious ſaints, becauſe they will not adhere to 

their party alone, and adopt all their dit inguiſbing pecu- 


liarities; though they both poſſeſs the Fruits of the Spirit, 


and by the purity of their deportment, give evidence, that 


they poſſeſs them, and * by every law of God they 
are welcome to his table. 


they are in direct oppoſition, to one another, let every one 
determine who has a juſt regard for the authority of the 
Moſt High. Such human laws excluding great numbers 
from the table of the Lord, who poſſeſs theſe fruits, and 
give good evidence, that they poſſeſs them, are ſanctified 


in 


— 


n this point therefore the law 


of God and the laws of tho/e religious ſocieties, evidently ſj 
interfere, and which of theſe ought to be obeyed, when | 


quote 
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- WE hallowed ſubverſion of the authority of the only lawgiver 


"E-:41-5] 


in this blinded age, and receive the ſpecious name of 


rietneſs and reformation, while in fact they are an un- 


in Zion, an unreaſonable and unſcriptural impoſition on 


bis church, and a deluſion the more dangerous and de- 


ſtructive, that it is varniſhed over with the /pectous 
pretence of more than ordinary ſtrictneſs and zeal for 


truth. Satan never tempts with greater ſucceſs, nor erer 
does more real injury to the kingdom of Chriſt, than when 


he is transformed into an angel of light. When he ap- 


W pears in his true character as an enemy to truth, the 
= cloven foot is eaſily diſcovered, but when he commences a 

religious bigot, and aſſumes the character of a reformer, 
his fare is deep and dark, and many well-diſpoſed per- 
ſons are-entangled. And I conſider all theſe terms of 


communion which exclude thoſe, who poſſeſs and bring 
forth into practice the fruits of the Spirit, from the Lord's 
table, as a deep ſnare of /atan, who is acting ſtill in 


character as the deceiver of the nations, by diſpoſing 


churchmen to frame laws diametrically oppoſite to the 
law of God, and the ſucceſs of his deceit is but too evident, 
when ſo many in the generation, are ſo much captivated 
with ſuch arbitrary, human appointments in the temple. 


= of God. 


But perhaps ſome will have the aſſurance to tell the 


W world as the author, of the Relief ſcheme conſidered, has 


done, that when Paul mentions the ſruits of the Spirit 


- in chap. v. of his epiſtle to the Galatians, his words have 


no relation to the article of communion, nor ought to be 


applied to that purpoſe. But I would aſk this Reverend 

- WE gentleman, whether in diſpenſing the ordinance of the 
Supper (if ever he diſpenſed that ordinance) he never 
quoted this paſſage of Paul concerning the fruits of the 
Spirit, as a/certaining and illuſtrating the character of the 
children of God, who are both entitled and invited to 
his table? And whether he never quoted Paul's long and 
black roll of the works of the fleſh, as aſcertaining the 

character of thoſe prohibited from the ſacramental table? 
Wt is eaſy for a man to trifle with the ſenſe of ſcripture, 

and to torture it till it ſpeak the /bibbo/eth of his party, 


but ſuch a practice is baſe, diſingenuous, dangerous, and 


unworthy of a man of integrity. It is certainly agreeable. 
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to the win of the Spertt of truth, that the ſame conclu- 
Hons, will hold in oppoſite ſafe: with reſpect to the 
works of the fleſh, and the fruits of the Spirit, mentioned 
by Paul. Let therefore jultice be done the pailage, and 
the contrall fairly and candidly ſtated between the works 
of the fleth, and the fruits of the Spirit, and it will 
place the terms of the Chriſtian fellowſhip upon a true 
toundation, and ſhow, to the conviction of every fair ard 
_ wpright enquirer, what they arc. If the works of the 
fleſli*are ſecretly indulped in, do they not exelude- the 
perſons guilty, from the tacred Supper, in the fight of God ! 
If the fruits ot the Spirit 4re implanted in the heart, Bi 
have not the perſons poſf ſhing them a right to the holy 


ſupper, in the ſight of God? If the works of the „leſb are 
performed openly, or become viſible before the world, are 
not the perſons gu:lty juitly excluded from the Lord's 


table by the church, according to the ſcriptural rule of . 

judging? If the graces and fruits of the Spirit beccme Ml 

viſbie and apparent in a holy 3 are not ſuch viſi- 
0 | 


bly gracious perſons to be admitted to the Lord's table by 


the church, if ſhe obſerve the ſcriptural rule of Judging 6 


men according to their fruits? or take the argument in 
this form, that if poſſible 1 may make Chriſtians ſee and 
feel the force of it. It the works of the fleſh are really 
and viſibly indulged in, do they not exclude the Ae 
guilty from ſealin 
God and the church, if the judges righteouſly? Certainly. 


He would juſtly be deemed a Latitudinarian, aud does 7 


not deſei ve ihe name of a Chriſtian, who would deny it. 


In like manner, and by parity of reaſon, if the fruits of the Z | 


Spirit are prefied, by any in their hearts, and exhibited 
in their lives, have not ſuch perſons a title to the Lord's 


table, both in the ſigbt of God, and by the rule of the = 
church, if ſhe is governed, in her terms of admiſſion, by | 


the divine word? Moſt certainly: They err not knowing 


the ſcriptures, who will venture to deny it. Could mea 


be prevailed with to Jay aſide bigotry: and party-prejudices, 
and brought to view this matter in an impartial light, and 


to weigh it in an even ballance, either that of the ſanc- 
 Zzary, or of right reaſon, they would acknowledge, that | 


the fruits of the Spirit ought to have the ſame influ- 


ence in admitting to ſcaling ordinances, as the'works of 
the fleſh 1 in exciuding from them. But unhappily, 1 in the 


pf eſen; 


g ordinances, both in the judgment of 


E 11 


reſent age, the minds of men are ſo blinded and their 
Judgment io inveigled with the prejudices, and often ill 
| founded peculiarities of a party. that they are incapable of 
diſcerning the plaineſt truths of revelation, if they inter- 
tere with the diſlinguiſhing ſentiments of that religious 
denomination, with which they are connected: in ſuch 
caſes, inſtead of enquiring after the mind of God, with 
integrity and uprightneſs, they commonly either impli- 
culy believe their own peculiarities, or bring the word of 


4 God to the har of ther own thibboleths to be tried by 
them, inſtead of bringing their peculizrities to the bar of 
the word to be tried by it, with a humble diſpoſition to 


Jearn the truth as it is in Jeſus. I reckon this one of the 
mournful, ſpiritual judgments, that hath fallen upon ma- 


ny in this generation, -and upon none more tban thoſe, 


who think they are freeeft from it. The cenſure may be 


deemed ſevere, but upon mature reflection, on the pre-: 


ſent ſtate of religion, and the prevailing diſpoſition of re- 
ligious parties, I ſee no reaſon to retra# it. 
But whatever miſtakes, in the article of church fellow- 
ſhip, men, under the influence of bigotry and a party- 
ſpirit, have unhappily been led into, the following ſenti- 
ments are agreeable to ſcripture. V 
Thoſe, who by ſaith are intereſted in Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs, have as ceitainly a title to his table, as thoſe, who 
have never believed in bim ſor righteouſneſs, are certainly 
without a title to it. Thoſe, who bave received the new 
nature in regeneration, are as really gualificd for the Lord's 
table, in reſpect of the temper and ſtare of their minds, 
as thoſe, who are unconverted, are, in this reſpect, un- 
gualified for it. Thoſe, who have their lamps burning, 
or their graces in exerciſe, are as really prepared for the 
Lord's table, in reſpect of a preſent frame, as thoſe who 


are engaged in the actual commiſſion of ſin, are really 


unprepared for that holy ſervice, in point of preſent frame. 
And thole, who are vi/ibly holy, in their outward deport- 
ment, are as zu/tly entitled to this ordinance, in the eye of 


the church, if the ſees and judges righteouſly, as thoſe who 
are viſibly ſinful, and open tranſgreſſors of the holy com- 
mandments of God, are juſtly excluded from his table by 
the church. It is juſt as great a deviation from the truth 
of the goſpel, to exclude from the Lord's table, thoſe, - 
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who are walking in the Spirit, and bringing forth- his 
fruits to view, in their practice, as to admit thoſe to it, 
who are walking in the fleſh, performing the works of it, 
and bringing forth fruit unto death. It is juſt as great a 
fin ro exclude from the Lord's table thoſe, whom his word 
admits as-to admit to it thoſe, whom his word excludes. 
It is juſt as great latitudinarianiſm to exclude: from the 
Lord's table vi/ible ſaints, as to admit to it viſible ſinners. 
To deny the children's bread to thoſe, who manifeſt the 
temper and carriage of the chifdren of God, is equally 
culpable, in the ſtewards of his houſe, as to give it to 


dogs, or thoſe, who, by their temper and carriage, vi- 


_ fibly ſhow themſelves to he the chiidren of the wicked one. 


Let the charge of latitudinarianiſm now fall where it 


ſhould. I am doubtful it will be found in the ſkirts of 
the Seceffion itſelf. For the candid reader cannot but 
perceive, that when the oppoſite ſtates, characters, and 
works of good and bad men, the fruits of the Spirit, and 
the works of the fleſh are fairly and juſtly contraſted, with 
reſpect to the influence they ſhould have on church-fel- 
lowſhip, the argument concludes very unſavcurably, with 
reſpect to thoſe among us, who ſo ftraiten the door of 
their church-communion as to exclude th:uſands, who 
both have the ſruits of the Spirit, in reality and ap- 
Ppearance, and whoſe communion hinges neither upon the 
reality of ſaintſhip, nor the viſibility of it, but upon a 
profeſſed unanimity of ſentiment with them in the pe- 
culiarities of a party, which a man may do and aſter 
all be deſtitute both of the power and form of godlineſs. 
ouch plans of communion may appear fri and bear the 
venerable name of reformation, and therefore many ſerious 
and well diſpoſed Chriftians are ignorantly and unwarily 
led into them; but notwithſtanding all their apparent ſanc- 
tity, they are ſubverſive of bible reformation, they are mere 


church-appointments, and as great latitudinarianiſm, as 


to admit thoſe to a communion table, who are viſibly in- 


dulging in the works of the fleſh. From what has been 


ſuggeſted, on the fruits of the Spirit an1 the works of the 
| fleſh, for illuſtrating the article of communion in the 


church of Chriſt, the reader may ſee the ignorance of the 
author of the Relief ſcheme conſidered when he ſays that it is 


£ not the apoſtles deſign, in this place, to teach any hag 
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about comniunion at all.“ But with his good leaye, the 
apoſtle teaches a great deal and to excellent purpoſe about 
communion, in this paſſage, as he explains and aſcertains 
the charactets of the perſons excluded by the law of God, 
from his table, and of thoſe, who by the fame law are en- 
titled to come there. But becauſe Paul's plan of commu- 


nion, in this place, will not quadrate with this author's 


plan, therefore, out of complaiſance to him and his party, 
the venerable apoſtle muſt not be allowed to teach any 
thing that thwarts their ſcheme; which 1s a glaring in- 


ſtance of the obſervation formerly made, of arraigning the 


divine word at the bar of their peculiar principles, to be 
fried by them, and to be approven or rejected, as it is 
found to quadrate with them or not. 3 


There are two unhappy extremes in commanion, in the 


day in which we live. The firſt conſiſts in a promiſcuous 
admiſſion of all profeſſors, without ever enquiring into their 
knowledge or character. This plan of communion ad- 
mits of perſons deftitute of every viſible evidence of Chriſ- 
tianity. It joins together the ignorant and the knowing, 
the precious and the vile, the holy and profane in one 
motely aſſociation, without any proper regard to what 
conſtitutes the character of a Chriſtian, either in the judg- 
ment of God or the world. The other extreme in com- 
munion is the reverſe of the former and equally unſcrip- 
tural, but much better calculated to deceive and impoſe 
upon conſcientious, well-difpoſed men. It conſiſts in 
making ſeveral things terms of admiſſion to ſealing ordi- 
nances, which are only accidental to the character of a 
Chriſtian, which are neither eſſential to the Chriſtian cha- 
racter, nor properly declarative of it before the world, 
and which he may either have, or want, and yet be both 
a real ſaint in the fight of God, and a viſible ſaint in the 
eye of the world and of the church. | | 
The firſt of theſe extremes, in church fellowſhip, re- 
ſembles a public market, where all men, without diſtinc- 


tion, may appear, and make a purchaſe. The ſecond ex- 


treme reſembles a narrow gar ment, which cannot contain 
the human body, without either ſtraitning and girding it 
too much, or being itſelf rent in pieces. Such is the caſe 
exactly with thoſe plans of communion, which, by their fram- 
ers, are made narrow and contracted, beyond the re 5 
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file, they ſtraiten, ſqueeze, and render thoſe uneaſy, Hh 
are under them, even while they remain together, and at 
laſt they are generally rent afunder, and break the bond 
of fellowſhip in the worſhip of God. Many mournful in- 
ſtances of this might be mentioned, I ſhall only mention 
one, clofely connected with my ſubject, and freſh in the 
memory of many {till alive; viz. the unhappy rupture, 
that took place in the Seceſſion, about 33 years ago. Had 
the Seceders continued their firſt plan of communion, or 
had they made nothing neceffary to their communion but 
what the word of God does, had they reſolved to hold 
communion with viGbly good men, and not with vifibly 
bad men, arcording to the great ſcriptural diſtinction of 
characters, their union might have remained But their 
firſt grand error was in breaking up communion with godly 
miniſters and Chriſtians in the church of Scotland, ſo that 
they would receive none into their fellowſhip, however 
reputable for knowledge and piery, if they would not ad- 
here to their party alone. As one miſtake commonly 
paves the way to another, in the year 1743, they fwore a 
ſolemn covenant at Stirling, and decreed, that the ſwear- 
ing of that bond ſhonld be the terni henceforth of mini- 
ſerial and Chriſtian communion with them. This placed 
communion, with then, upon a footing and condition un- 


known in the apeffolic churches. No man, as I formerly 


ſhowed, can prove, that the apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians 
ever obſerved ſuch, a condition of church fellowſhip. 
7 he apoſtles of the Lamb partook of ſealing ordinances all 
their life-time, without ſwearing any covenant, and they 
will have a pretty good ſtock of aſſutance, who will take 
upon them to ſay, that the apoſtles did not obſerve the 
terms of communion appointed by Cbriſt. But had the 
apoſtles lives been prolonged, till the year 1743, and had 
they applied for communion to the Seceſſion church, it s 
evident they could not have been admitted, except they 


| had ſworn her covenant, or profeſſed to ly open to light, 


with reſpect to the duty of ſwearing it, as a term of com- 
munion miniſterial and Chriſtian in the church of Chriſt. 
This being a condition of communion ſo different from 


what they had been acquainted with, in the ſimplicity of the 


firſt age of the goſpel, theſe primitive, holy men 'mighr 


church 


have been in danger of calling it an impeſit ion on the 
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church of Chriſt, and inſiſted to be admitted to commu- 
nion, without ſwearing any covenant, as they were in 


tbeit own day, without lying open to light about = 


ſuch thing as a term of communion : And as this conduct 


would have totally and irrecoverably cut them off from 
communion with the Seceſſion church, I know not what 


the good men could have Gone, but either joined the Efta- 


bliſciment or Relief, or ſet up a new party ſeparate ſrom 
both. | | . | g : 13 
The Seceders having once and again ſtraitned the door 


of their communion, they found themſelves ſqueezed ſo 


ftraitly, that in a very little time they broke up commy- 
nion with one another, and though they had ſworn, but 
very lately before, to ſtrengthen one another's hands, alas! 
in downright eontradiction to their own ſolemn oath, 
they did every thing, in their power, to weaken one 
another's hands, and to render each other ufeleſs, to the 
degree of giving one another to the devil, by the higher 
ſentence of excommunication : which unhallowed ſen- 


tence will ſtand on record to coming ages as a monument 


of the mournful effects of diſcord among brethren, and a 
monitor to Chriſtians of the truth of the maxim and in- 
ſtruction of inſpired wiſdom, the beginning of ſtrife is like 
© the breaking forth of waters“. Such breaches of fellowſhip, 
are the natural effect of an unediſying and un/criptural 
narrowing the door of church-communion. And though 


religious denominations formed on ſuch a plan of com- 


munion, may maintain their union for a time, from a 


variety of conſiderations, their plan has an eſſential, inbred 


tendench, to make them fly off from one another in diſ- 
jointed ſplinters. All ſuch plans of communion have a 
tendency towards this effect, in their own nature; they 
bave produced their natural effect already, in many in- 
ſtances; and there is little reaſon to doubt, but the effect 
they have had heretofore, they will have in the generations 
to come, if men are ſo unwiſe, or ill informed, as to adopt 
them; as in their very eſſence and conſtitution they contain 


the ſeeds and principles of animoſity, diſcord, and diviſion. 


Having ſpoken ſo much of what I take to be the ſcrip- 
tyral plan of communion, and of what is oppoſite to it, 


before I proceed further, I ſhall lay before the reader the 
words of the venerable ES aſſembly on this ſub- 


ject, 
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ject, chap. xxvi. of the confeſſion, Sect. 2. we have theſe 
remarkable expreſſions, ** Saints by profeſſion are bound 
« to maintain an holy fellowſhip in the worſhip of God, 
i and in performing ſuch other ſpiritual ſervices as tend 
© to their mutual edification, as alſo in relieving each 
« other in outward things according to their ſeveral abi- 

* Jjties, which communion as God offereth. opportunity, 
é js to be extended unto all thoſe who in every place call 
« on the name of the Lord Jeſus.” | 
The laſt part of this ſection extending communion to 
„ all who in every place call on the name of the Lord 
©« Jeſus,” ſeems, from the ſcriptures adduced for the ſup- 
port of it, to reſpect the giving of charity to all, that bear 
the Chriſtian name. It is the firſt part of the ſection, 
which relates to the communion of worſhip, and it declares 
« that-ſaints by profeſſion are bound to maintain an holy | 
“ communion in the worſhip of God.” Now on this part 
of the confeſſion I offer to the reader the following ſhort 

* obſervations. 1. That the Weſtminſter aſſembly, that 
compiled the confeſſion, was compoſed of Independants as 

well as Presbyterians, and I can entertain no doubt, that 
they conſidered one another as faints by profeſſion; as it 
is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that either of tae parties would 
have met with the other, as members of the ſame aſſembly, 
if they had not viewed each other as profefled ſaints. 
2. As both parties were active in framing this article, on 
the head of communion, they ſeem purpoſely to have ex- 
, preſſed their ſentiments, in general terms, that none of 

\ the parties might think themſelves excluded, and thereby BR 

be irritated at the other. And this alſo ſeems to have 
been the reaſon why they choſe ſcriptures for the ſupport 

ol their views on church-communion, that expreſs the duty 
of communion in divine worſhip, in general, indefinite 
terms. 3. It is evident, that the venerable Weſtminſter 
aſſembly, who framed this article of the confeſſion, never 
meant, that, in order to conſtitute, men ſaints by profeſſion, 
they behoved to know and profeſs every truth in the word 
of God; for had they intended ſuch a perfect prœfeſſion as | 

this, to be the foundation of church-fellowſhip,. the moſt 

x improved among that honourable convention, in divine 
| knowledge, would have been excluded from the Lord's 
table; for none of them knew all the truths, contained an 


4 
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the word of God, and therefore could not make a profeſſion 
of all truth. And I ſhall thow afterwards, that, if a 
profeſſion of all divine truths is neceſſary to conſtitute 
one a ſaint by profeſſion, there hath never yet been a ſaint 
by profeſſion in the world, nor probably- will be in an 


future genevation. So that Presbyterians and Independ- 
ents, in that aſſembly, no doubt did, and very well might 


conſider one another as /aints by profeſſion; and conſe- 
quently it was lawful for them, according to their. pro- 
feſſed principles in the confeſſion, to maintain a holy 
fellowſhip, in the worſhip of God. „ 
5. Having now fully ſhown, that it is real ſaintſhip, 
that entitles men to the ſcals of the new covenant, in 
the fight of Gd and viſible ſaintſhip that entitles to them, 
in the eye of the church, I proceed to the conſideration 


of another branch of this ſubject. Though the viſibility 


of ſaintſhip entitles men to communion, according to the 


rule of the church, yet when men who have formerly 


been admitted to communion, on account of a competency 


of knowledge, and the external purity of their deportment, 


| fall into open and viſible violations of the divine law, 


they are to be excluded by the office- bearers of the church. 


from communion with her in ſealing ordinances, till they 
make a ſolemn public profeſſion of repentance, and be 


rebuked before all as Paul directs. And aſter the ſcandal 


is thus purged in a ſcriptural manner, they are to be 
reſtored to the communion of the church. But if they 


refuſe to hear the church, and to ſubmit to ſcriptural 


diſcipline they are to be excommunicated by the church, 
and declared none of her members, and no more to be 
viewed as vi/ible ſaints, but as heathen men and publicans, 
till they profeſs repentance, and ſubmit to appointed diſ- 
cipline, when the ſentence of excommunication 1s to be 
taken off, and their vi/ible ſaintſbip returns. And if 
thoſe, who are guilty. of public ſins are expreſsly appointed 
in ſcripture to be rebuked. before the church, what impiety 
are thoſe church-officers guilty of, who receive a /um of 
money from wealthy and proud offenders, inſtead of making 
them undergo the appointed diſcipline of the ſanctuary? 
Is not this plainly to barter an ordinance of Chriſt ſor the 


| world, and to make his Father's houſe, a houſe of mer- 
| YSbandize?, 
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What has been 8 advanced alſo 27 ſhows how 
weak and invidious an objection is, which is frequently 
urged, by the Seceders, againſt the communion of ſaints 


maintained by the Relief · ſynod. They object, that ac- 
cording to the Relief terms of communion, thoſe who are 


ſaints in reality, ought to be admitted. to fealing ordi- 
nances though they are guilty of the maſt enormous, 
viſible crimes, as David centinucd s faint, though guilty 
or aduitery and murder, and therefore, according to Re- 
lief. terms of communion, he ought {til} to have remained 
in communion with the church of Ged. But here the 
Relief ſcheme of communion may adopt the language of 
David, who ſaid of his enemies, They laid ro my charge 


* chings that 1 knew not.” 1 could ſcarcely have be- 


heved;: that any man of ſenſe would have made ſuch a 
trivial, and falſe objection againſt the Relief- ſcheme of 
communion, had I not been credibly informed by thoſe 
that heard him, that a Seceding clergyman, in my neigh- 
bourhood, made it in the preſence of his congregation, 
and mentioned David as an inſtance to iiluſtrate his weak, 
falſe, and invidious charge. In exhibiting this charge 
againſt the Relief. e he muſt either have been ig- 


norant of it, or intended maliciouſſy to miſrepreſent it. 
The laſt I am unwilling to impute to him, as it would 


impeach his integrity; but the beſt apolozy, that can be 
offered for him is, that he is ignorant of the Relief-prin- 
„ ciples, and uſed an imprudent and oftentativus freedom of 
lleſcanting and Making a /, flour iſb before his kearers, upon 

a ſubject, of which he had ne underſtanding. The ob- 
jelnon itſelf is equally deſtitute of truth and decency, and 
has no connection with the Relief-principles, but is 
founded in an entire miſcqnception of them. It is readily 
acknowledged that David was a faint, when he was guilty 
of murder and adultery. The principles of grace were in 
his heart; and though weal ned by his enormous tranſgreſ- 
ſons, they were not eradicated. But let me aſk the ob- 
jector this queſtion, was David, before he repented of his 
fins of . and murder, aftec the commiſſion of them, 
a viſible ſaint ? was he not rather a viſible ſinner, and 
had done things, not only ſufficient to exclude him from 
communion with the church of God, but even worthy of 
1 and extermination from the land of the ge 
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need ſuch weak and trifling objectors be told, that the 
reality of ſaintſnip may remain, when the viſibility of it is 


gone? whatever a man may remain, in the ſight of God, 


as to his real ſtate and character, he is not a vi/eble ſaink 


in the eye of the church, when he is going on in any 


viſible tranſgreſſion of the divine law, till, after ſubmitting 


to regular, {criptural e en he be feſtored to the com- 


munion of the church. This is what the Relief miniſters 


maintain on this point, and if any can prove, from ſcrip- 


ture, that they are in an ertor, they are at liberty to make 
the experiment when they pleaſe. | 

6 I obſerve, that perfect unanimity in every thing, i in 
religion, is not negeſſary to Chriſtian fellowſhip. It ap- 
pears from many paſſages of ſcripture, that it is the duty 
of Chriſtians both to ſtudy to know the entire ſyſtem of 


divine truths, and to attain as much as poſſible to unani- 


mity of ſentiment and judgment in theſe things. But 
when the different capacities, and circumſtances of men, 
their various connections, ſorms of education, and oppor- 


tunities of improvement, are attended to, eſpecially in a 


ſtate of imperfect knowledge, it is ſcarcely to be expected, 


that ever Chriſtians will be entirely of the ſame mind, in 


every thing in religion. Perfect unanimity of ſentiment 
will be the attainment of the church friumphant; but it is 
rather to be deſired than attained in the militant ſtate of 
the church. But church- - communion, in ſcripture, is not 


ſuſpended on this condition. It is indeed inconſiſtent . 
with a gracious ſtate to err in any fundamental truth; that 


1s abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. And ſuch, we are 


coun ic oe goodneſs of God, that he will ſuffer none 


of his children to fall into errors, which will render their 
ſalvation impoſſi ble. But that his children may fall-into 
miſtakes in leſs important things, and differ much in 
their judgment concerning them, is a truth equally evi- 
dent from ſcripture and experience. There is one ſort of 
ſcriptural truths fo efential to ſalvation, that without" the 
knowledge and belief of.them, it is impoſlible to be ſaved. 


There is another ſort of ſcriptural truths, which, though 


yery uſeful in their own place, yet ſalvation can be obtained 


without the knowledge and belief of them. I ſhall give 


a ſingle inſtance, of a fruth of each kind, as a ſpecimen of 
all the reſt. One of the great doftrines of the word of 


God 
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Bod is, That a ſinner is juſtified, in the ſight of Ged, by faith 
in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This is a truth ſo eſſential 
to ſalvation, that no perſon, who is wholly ignorant of it, 
can obtain ſalvation. The Preſbyterian farm of church 
government is alſo a ſcriptural truth, but men may be 
taved, though they be not Presbyterians, and without the 
knowledge of this ſorm of government as being of divine 
inſtitution. The Seceders themſelves will grant, that 
Epiſcopalians and Independents may be ſaved, under their 
reſpective forms of government. But I ſuppoſe they will 
ſcarcely grant that either Epiſcopalians, Independents, 
or Presbyterians, can be ſaved, unleſs they are juſtified by 
faith in the righteouſneſs of the Son of God. I am fully 
ſatisfied in my own mind, that the Presbyterian plan of 
government is a New Teſtament-inſtitution, yet as it is not 
founded in any expreſs precept, but only deducible from 
the order and example of the firſt Chriſtian churches, it is 
not revealed ſo clearly, but that men, who are the moſt 
ferious, and upright enquirers after truth, may not be able 
to diſcover it, as having a foundation in the New Teſta- 
ment. I ſhall give one inſtance of a very excellent perſon. 
The judicious, learned, and pious Dr. Owen, after the 
moſt ſerious and impartial enquiry.into the mind of God, 

in this matter, remained an Independent, and could never 
fee the Presbyterian plan of government to be an ordi- 
nance of Chriſt; and yet he was as viſible, and as eminent 
a ſaint as any miniſter either in the Seceſſion or Relief, 


and a divine, perhaps, of more univerſal reading, more. 
knowledge of the original languages, and of a deeper in- 


fight into the mind of God, than any of them can Hl 


pretend to. This inſtance I have not mentioned, as an 


argument againſt Presbytery, or for Independency, but 
to ſhow that men may be very eminent ſervants of Chriſt, 
both for knowledge and piety, and very eminently ſaints 


by profeſſion, though they be not Presbyterians, and none, 


but the blindeſt bigots, will deny this to be truth. 
But as I am now ſpeaking of truths efontial, and not 
efſential to ſalvation, it is proper here to conſider an ob- 


jection, which the Seceders ſtrenuouſſy urge againſt the 


Relief- community, for holding communion with Chriſti- 
ans of other denominations, who differ from them, only 
in ſome thin g8 confeſſedly not eſſential to ſalvation. Their 


objection, 


. as es „„ „ „„ Wy = &@, woo 


20 


Wn re. 


— 


2 


1 


PV "OW. 


wy "WP 


„ e Me RF. ens OC REES. © AE Bn 


„. 


L. 33 3 


objection is, and it hath been warmly urged by the author 
of the Relief-/cheme conſidered, that the Relief terms of 
« communion are unfixed, unleſs they can preciſely de- 


A termine what points of faith are eſſential to ſalvation, 


© and what are not effential to it.“ It is eaſy to ſee with 
what deſign this objection is fo frequently urged, viz. to 
diſparage the Relief-communion, and to reduce it to an 
abſurdity. But let us try the force of the objection againft 
the Seceders themſelves. Tho' they make ſome things 
terms of communion, which the Relief does not, yer 1 
ſuppoſe they alſo make all truths fundamental and efſential 
to falvation terms of their communion, otherwiſe they are 
laxer than the Relief itſelf. Now, if they make things 
eſſential to ſalvation, terms of their communion, how do 


they know the preciſe number of eſzntial truths more 
than the Relief-ſynod? I. ave they enumerated all the 


truths eſſential to ſalvation themſelves, and. which they 
make terms of communion ? The world has never yet been 


favoured with ſuch an enumeration by them, and till this 


is done, I muſt be allowed to inform them, that their terms 
of communion, as far as truths e/ential to ſalvation are 


concerned, are as wnfixed and uncertain as thoſe of the 


Relief can be pretended to be. 


If to avoid the force of their own objection againſt them 


ſelves, they teil us, that they have no occaſion to diſtin- 
guiſh between truths eſſential, and truths not eſſential to 
alvation, as they make every truth contained in divine 
revelation a term of communion with them, the difficulty 
inſtead of being removed is greatly increaſed; for I am 
doubtful they will find it a much harder taſk, to enume- 
rate all the truths, contained in the word of God, than 
points eſſential to falvation. I hope they will grant, that 
all truths implied in ſcripture, as well as thoſe literally ex: 
preſſed in it, are truths of divine revelation, and if they 
grant this, and no man can diſprove it, then it will be 
evident, that the. church of God has never yet attained, 
nor perhaps ever will attain, in this world, the knowledge 


of every truth contained in the word of God; and that tbe 


Seceders themſelves are ignorant of many truths of divine 


revelation. Now, if they make a profeſſion of all revealed 
truth the term of their communion, and yet are ignorant, 


as well as other men, of many revealed truths, then it is 
| cvident 
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L 54 ] 
evident that their terms of communion lie in the terra in- 
cognita, and are not yet fixed, or ſo much as known to 
th-mſelves ; and how ſhould they be fixed, or known to 


others? To make the acknowledgment and profeſſion of 
all revealed truths a term of church-fellowſhip, gt ap- 


pear ſpecious and trict, when ſuperficially viewed, but it 
is really a fancy, unfuitable to the preſent ſtate of the church, 

far beyond te reach of the moſt improved of her members, 
and the moſt vague and indeterminate term of commu- 


nion, that can be imagined, till once the preciſe number 
of revealed truths be "determined: which, I. ſuppoſe, the 


Seceders will have the wiſdom never to attempt; as it is 
a matter too high for them. And till this be done, they 
will never know the terins of their own fellowſhip as a re- 
ligious ſociety, if they infiſt upon a profeſſion of all re- 


. vealed truth, as the condition of communion with them, 


in the ſacred rites of religion. If attainments, ſhort of 
perfection, both in knowledge and holinefs, will not ad- 


mit Chriſtians to ſeahng ordinances in the goſpel church, 


they will not be qualified for admiſſion to theſe, till they 
come to the general aſſembly and church of the firſt born. 


The great apoſtle of the Gentiles was not qualified for the 


Lord's table, according to this perfect profeſſion of all 


truth, which ſome ſo weakly plead for, as neceffary to 
conſtitute men ſaints by profeſſion, that they may be en- 
_ titled to church-fellowſhip. He had not ori 

tion, either in knowledge or purity, but was preſſing after 
it in both... And tho' I ſhould incur the charge of /atitu- 


perfec- 


dinarianiſm, I will venture to aſſert, that he was both a 
ſaint in reality, and a faint by profeſſ ton, and entitled to 


the ſeals of the covenant. 


But if the Seceders will neither hold by truths eſſential 
to ſalvation, nor yet infiſt upou a profeſſion of all revealed 
truth, as the term of their communion, but upon a pro- 
felon of all thoſe truths, of which the church has ob- 
tained the knowledge, and of which ſhe has made profe/- 
fion, Fam doubtful they will be as much puzzled to prove 
this a ſcriptural term of communion, as a profeſlion of all 


the truths of divine revelation. This is greatly inſiſted on, 


as the term of the church's fellowſhip, by the author of 
the Relief ſcheme con ſidered. And were we to admit the 
truth wy his confident aflertions, without bringing them » 
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be tried at the bar of the divine word, he would certainly 


gain his cauſe, but it is the misſortune of this author that 
many of his ſentiments are as deſtitute of divine authority 
as they are deeply founded in his own confident ipſe dixit. 


The attainments of Chriſtians and profeſſors, i in the church 
of God, are very different, ſome have more knowledge of 
the truths of God, ſome have teſs. In this ſacred com- 
munity there are children, young men, and fathers. And 
tho! thoſe Chriſtians or churches, who have obtained more 


knowledge of the truths of religion than others, are not to 


part with the profeſſion of any of thoſe truths, the know- 


ledge of which they have attained, yet we muſt ſee it clearly 
proved from ſcripture, before we will believe it, that they 


ought to make the larger extent of their knowledge the 
term of communion with them to other Chriſtians or 


ehurches, who have nat made the /ame progreſs in diyine 
knowledge. The elder children of an earthly family are 
too haughty and imperious, if they refuſe to fit at the ſame 
board with their younger brethren, becauſe they poſſeſs ndt 
the ſame knowledge with themſelves. And thoſe churches 


diſcover more pride and haughtineſs, than Chriſtian humi- 


lity, and tenderneſs, who ſhut the door of communion 


againft Chriflians from other churches becauſe they have not 


the ſame knowledge with themſelves, and will not receive 


them into their fellowſhip, tho? Chriſt hath received them 
into his fellowſhip and love. This is the way of the Se- 


ceſſion church, and tho” ſhe boaſt of this ſtrictneſs in her 
terms of communion, it is no evidence at all that the is 
either governed, in this reſpect, by the ſcriptural rule, or 
animated by the Spirit of the goſpel, which is a Spirit of 


love, tenderneſs and forbearance towards the weakeſt lambs 
of the Redeemer's flock, a Spirit formed upon his own ex- 
ample, who feedeth his flock like a ſhepherd, gathereth 
© the lambs with his arm, carrieth them in his boſom and 
« gently leadeth thoſe that are with young“ 
As the Seceſſion- church therefore teſects the Relief- 


plan of communion, I am afraid ſhe will not eaſily find 
one for herſelf equally ſcriptural. And here I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that her objection againſt the Relief. church is fri- 
volous and falſe, with reſpeCt to the wnfixedneſs of her 
terms of communion; for her communion is quite fixed 

ang getermlagtey, and ſhe has no occaſion to- enumerate 
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all the eſſential truths of religion, as ſhe holds com unien 


only with thoſe, who, ſhe knows, differ only from her in 
points that are not eſſential to ſalvation, but of a leſs im- 


portant nature. And ſhe can inform the Seceſſion- church, 


that tho” it may be difficult to ſpecify all truths eſſential to 


ſalvation, yet ſhe can diſtinguiſh between truths eſſentially 


neceflary to ſalvation, and others that are not /o; that it is 


only in things confeſſedly not eſſential to ſalvation, that ſhe 
forbears Chriſtians of other denominations, in receiving 


them into her communion ; and that when in love ſhe for- 
bears other Chriſtians, who differ from her in things con- 
feſſedly not eflential to ſalvation, ſhe never quits the be- 
lief and profeſſion of any of the truths of the goſpel, the 


knowledge of which ſhe has attained, but holds faf# the 

profeſſion of her faith, and the word of her teſtimony. 

Now that Chriſtians, who differ in their judgment, a- 
bout leſs important things in religion, may warrantably 


bold communion with one another, in the ſacred ordinance 


of the Supper, will admit of the cleareſt proof from ſcrip- 


ture. An attentive conſideration of the ſtate of the pri- 
mitive church, and the uſeful, and important inſtructions, 
which the inſpired Paul gives the Chriſtians, in the church 
of Rome, will ſet this point in the moſt convincing light. 
'This famous primitive charch of Chriſt was compoſed of 
Jewiſh and Gentile Chriſtians. The Jewiſh converts to- 


Chriſtianity, being educated in the Moſaic- ſyſtem, from 
the prejudices” eir education, ſtill retained a ſtrong 
attachment to the ceremonial law, and thought it obliga- 
tory on Chriſtians, under the goſpel. The Gentile con- 


verts believed, that under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, the 
ceremonial law was quite aboliſhed, and ceafed to be ob- 
ligatory, both on Jews and Gentiles. In this controverſy 
tne Gentile converts were in the right and the Jewiſh 
converts in the wrazg. The point in difference however 


was ſo warmly litigated, that the contending parties in 


Rome had either broke up communion with one another, 
or were about to ſeparate. In this diſtreſsful juncture, 
when this famous church was in fuch eminent danger, by 


_ theſe fierce diſſentions, the inſpired Paul, like a wiſe ma- 


ſter-builder in the houſe of God, employs the moſt divine 


wiſdom and addreſs, in compoſing this unhappy difference, 


and ſhows the contending parties how they ought to de- 


E 3 


mean themſelves towards one another. His excellent in- 


ſtructions to both we find in chap. xiv. of his epiſtle to 
the Romans. I muſt beg the reader's permiſſion to quote 
the firſt fix verſes of this chapter, and to ſubjoin to each 
verſe a ſhort paraphraſe of its meaning, as ſeveral obſerva- 


tions, of great importance, in this controverſy, will ariſe 


from this paſſage of ſcripture. 

Verſe 1. Him that is weak in faith receive you, bak not 
to doubtful diſputations. Par. Ye Chriftian Gentiles re- 
ceive into your affection and communton the Jewiſh Chriſ- 
tian, who je not fully informed of the nature and extent 


of his Chriſtian liberty, without. troubling him about the 
point preſently controverted among you. 


Verſe 2. For one believeth that he may eat all things, 
another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Par. The Gentile 


Chriſtian is perſwaded that he may lawfully eat all meats, . 


an by the ceremonial law, as he knows, tbat this 


aw is no longer binding ; ; whereas the Jewiſh convert will 
rather ſatisfy his appetite with herbs, or any food however 


mean, than eat meats forbidden in the ceremonial law, 
hecauſe he believes this law is full obligatory, under 
Chriſtianity. 


Verſe 3. Let not bim chat eateth deſpiſe him that cateth 


not, and let not him that eateth not judge him that eateth; 


40 for God hath received him. Par. Let not the Gentile * 


lie ver, who hath liberty in his own mind, to eat meats pro- 
hibited under the law, undervalue the Jewiſh believer, 
who cannot, with 2 good conſcience, eat ſuch meats; and 


let not the Jewiſh convert, who has no liberty of conſci- 


ence to eat meats forbidden under the law, raſhly condemn 


and cenſure the Gentile convert, who has freedom to eat 
every kind of meat agreeable to his appetite, without any 
regard to ceremonial reſtrictions; for God hath received 


bim into his favour, and approves of his conduct, in ſtand- 


ing ſaſt in the liberty, wherewith Chriſt bath made him 


free. 
Verſe 4. Who art thou that judgeſt another man's ſer- 


vant? To his own maſter he ſtandeth or falleth, yet he ſhall 
be holden up; for God is able to make him ſtand. Par. 


What right haſt thou, thou ſcrupulous Jewiſh Chriſtian, 
to condemn the Gentile believer, who has God for his 


Lord and maſter and not thee? To him he muſt be ac- 
| "L ana 2 
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\ 1 for his conduct, about ceremonial meats and 
days, and muſt ſtand or fall by his judgment, not thine: 
Yea, he ſhall be ſupported in the faith and holineſs of the 
Goſpel; for God whom he ſerves is both able and willing 
to uphold bim. 

Verſe 5. One man ' efteemeth one day abary another, 
another eſteemeth every day alike. Let every man be 
fully perſuaded in his own mind. Par. The Jewiſh con- 
vert elteemeth the days appointed for the celebration of 
the Jewiſh feſtivals more than other days; whereas the 
Gentile convert makes no difference between thoſe, and 
other common days, Let both act according to their 


light end gonviction, with uprigbtneſs of heart, but let 


them not impaſe their peculiar notions on one another. 
Verſe 6. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it to the 


Lord, and he that regardeth not the day, unto the Lord 


he doth not regard it. He that caterh, eateth to the 
Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, 
to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. Par. 
The Jewiſh convert, who obſerveth ceremonial days, 
keeps them holy to the Jord, becauſe he thinks they are 
enjoined by his authority; the Gentile convert does not 
| Keep theſe days holy to the Lord, becauſe he is perſuaded 
God doth not require the obſeryation of them under the 
golpel. The Gentile convert, in cating all kinds of meat, 
conſults the glory of God, and gives bim thanks for af- 
fording him his proviſion, without bringing him under 
the reſtriction of the ceremonial law; the Jewiſn convert 
alſo conſults the glory of God, in abſtaining from cere- 


monial meats, becauſe he thinks, that ſuch meats are „ill 


prohibited, and giveth God thanks for preſerving him from 
breaking the law, and ſupplying bim with other food. 

From this paſſage of ſcripture, which expreſsly relates to 
the head of cþurch-fellowſhip, ſeveral very important ob- 
ſervations may be deduced, for the diretion of the Chtiſ- 
tian church in all ſucceeding ages, if ſhe wiſhes to be di- 
tected by the diCtates of inſpiration, and the inſtructions 


given by Paul, the apoſtle of cha to the primitive 
e | 


This paſſage ſhows, that men may "A different 
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| church of Rome, tho' they differed much in their judg- 
ment, about the obligation of ceremonial uſages, were good 


men, and acted according to their light. 

2. This paſſage ſhows that men are ſometimes too 
much diſpoſed to make their own errors and miſtakes, 
in religion, a term of communion with them, ſo that if 
orthodox Chriſtians will not renounce the truth, and em- 
brace their errors, they will not admit them into their 
fellowſhip. The Jewiſh Chriſtians not only erred in 
maintaining the obligation of the ceremonial Jaw, but 
were unwilling to admit the Gentile Chriſtians into com- 
munion with them, becauſe they would not, contrary to 


truth, ackowledge the obligation of the ceremonial Jaw. 
And the Seceders will not hold communion with the 


Kelief-community, becauſe they cannot approve of their 
ſeparation from the whole viſible body of Chriſt, nor of 


| ſome of their terms of communion, which were not known 


in the primitive churches. 

3. This pafſage of ſcripture ſhows, ls none have a 
right to impoſe their peculiar ſentiments and opinions 
upon their fellow Chriſtians, Every man is to be fully 


erſuaded in his own mind, In direct oppoſition to this, 
| Papilts and Epiſcopals have forced their peculiar tenets 


upon Preſbyterians. And the Preſbyterians of the laſt 
century were for forcing the National covenant and ſo- 
lemn league, upon Papiſts, Epiſcopalians and Indepen- 
dents, by all civil pains, which was nothing but Popery 


in a Prefbyterian dreſs ; for, under the goſpel, to force 


any to p:ofeſs any ſyſtem of religion, by the pains of the 
ſtate, is the very «ence and ſpirit of Popery, whatever 
ſpecious names may be put upon the horrid practice. 


And the Seceders here come in for their ſhare, as the 
_ reformation, which they. contend for, cannot be effected 

Fully, till all ranks of perſons, in Britain, be obliged, 
by the pains of the Hate, to profeſs one religious ſyſtem. 


This was the real. deſign of the Solemn league uni- 


. forwity, which they profeſs to be of moral obligation. 


And in exact agrezableneſs to this, they have in their 
judicial teſtimony, as I formerly ſhowed, condemned 
all the tolerations, that ever took place in Britain, 
fince the reformation: and the preſent happy tolera- 
tion, we in the goo.lneſs of TTOTIdenos enjoy, they 


condemn 


E 


condem as contrary to the word of God. We need not go 
to Rome, in queſt of Popery, we may find it at the door. It 


is truly ſurpriſing to ſee men proſeſſing ſuch oppoſition to 


Fopery,, and yet, in their ſtandard books, holding faſt that 
ve; y nciple of Popery, which raiſed the man of fin to 
his Korbitänt height of unhallowed grandeur and power; 
and witneſſing againſt toleration, and freedem of enquiry, 


which, under God, is a mean directly calculated to make 


the Papal throne to totter, and to demoliſh the ungodly 
fabric of ſuperſtition, uſurpation, and dominion, which 
Antichriſt has long exerciſed, over the church of God, 
the conſciences of men, and the kingdoms of this world: 


4. This paſſage of ſcripture ſnows us, in the cleareſt 


manner, that Chriſtians may maintain that to be an ordi- 
nance of Chriſt, which is nonè of his ordinances, and yet 
they may be entitled to communion, with other Chriſtians, 

who adbere only to Chriſt's own inſtitutions: The obſer- 
vation of the ceremonial law, though once an ordinance of 
Chriſt,. czaſed to be one of his ordinances aſter his death. 

It was only a human ordinance, as it was obſerved by the 
Jewiſh Chriſtians in the church of Rome, and. yet they 


were to be received into communion with the Gentile 
Chriſtians, who obſerved” only Chriſt's own New-Teſta-_ 


ment inſtitutions. In like manner the Relief-community 
are authorized, by this conduct of the church of Rowe, to 
receive into their communion Independents or Epiſcopa- 
lians, if, like the Jewiſh Chriſtians, they are ſound in other 


points of faith, and of good character, though they differ 


from them in their peculiar notions of church government, 
forbearing them in love, till in the goodneſs of God, they 
come to ſce that Epiſcopacy and Independency are only 
human inſtitutioas, and not that form of e 
which Chrift bath appointed. 

5. This patſage of ſcripture ſhows, that a church or 


Chriſtian ſociety is not at liberty to exclude from her 
| communion, weak brethren, who differ from her in any 


of the leſs important points of religion. The Gentile 


Chriſtians in Rome were not left at liberty, by Paul, 


to refuſe communion to the weak, Jewiſh Cbrictians, tho? 
they erred gro/sly about the obligation of the ceremonial 
law, but, he declared it to be their duty to admit /uch into 


their ſellowſhip. In exact agreeableneſs to this, the 25 : 
ic 


* 
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lief ſynod do not think themſelves at liberty to refuſe 
communion to a, godly Epiſcopalian, as Mr. Hervey was, 
or a godly Independent as Dr. Owen was, but they eſteem 


it their duty to admit /uch into their fellowſhip, were they 


alive and demanded it. But all of theſe perſwaſions are 


rejected by the Seceſſton- church however eminent for 


knowledge and piety. Had the Gentile Chriſtians at 
Rome acted upon the plan of the Seceſſion- church they 
would have refuſed to admit the Jewiſh Chriſtians into 
their communion, in direct oppoſition to the advice of 
Paul. But the Seceſſion- church will tell you, that tho 
ſhe doth not receive into her communion good men who 
differ from her in any of her received principles, ſhe does 

not unchurch them, they may eat the Lord's ſupper with 
people of their own ſentiments: An argument of equal 
weight, as if ſome children of a family ſhould tell the reſt 
of the children, ye ſhall not fit at the ſame table with us, 
and receive your food, but we will allow you, if you think 
proper, to fit at a bye-board, by yourſelves. Might not the 
Gentile Chriſtians have uſed the ſam? doughty argument 
with the Jewiſh converts in Rome, and told them in a 
peremptory tone, ye ſhall not join in communion with us, 
for we are Holter than you, but we will permit you to join 
in communion with one another. And had they ſpoke 
in this ſtyle, which is the very language of the Seceſſion- 
church to all who are not of their own party, would they 

have obſerved the direction of Paul or not? If the Seceſ- 
ſion church covers a table for her own members only, 
when ſhe diſpenſes the holy ſupper, ſhe will certainly be 
juſtified in admitting none but her 6wn votaries and dif- 


ciples, provided none but /uch have a right to the chil- 


dren's bread. But if ſhe calls it the Lord's table, and 

profeſſes to cover it for the children of God, ſhe is eharge- 
able with. a groſs inconſiſtency, in excluding from her pro- 
viſion many, who are his children and dear to him. The 
churches of Chriſt in Judea did no ſuch thing. Such a prac- 
and was left to adorn the character of more refined, 
Poliſbed, and reformed churches. v7, ok 


6. This'paſſage of ſcripture ſhows, that Chriſtians may 


warrantably join together in church- communion, who 


differ from one another in their judgment, concerning 
| ſome 


\ 


E 


ſome truths of teligion, which are confeſſedly nat eſſential 
to ſal vation, even though ſuch as are in the miſtake ſhould 
continue to perſiſt in it, till ſuch time as, in the kindneſs 
of providenee, they are convinced of their error. It merits 
particular attention, that the Gentile Chriſtians in Rome 


were commanded to receive the erring Jewiſh Chriſtians 


into their communion, without making them renounce 
their error. They might uſe means to convince them of 
their miſtake; but their admiſhon was not to be ſuſpended 
upon the condition of relinquiſhing their miſtake afterwards, 
till ſuch time as they ſhould be convinced of it, and then 
the ground of the controverſy would be removed. In like 
manner, after the example of the Gentile converts in Rome, 
the Relief- ſociety are willing to receive into their com- 


munion thoſe, who differ from them, in ſome of the leſs 


important points in religion, though they continue in 
their former ſentiments, and to forbear them in love, till 
God be pleafed to give them right views of theſe truths, 
about which they are miſtaken. The Seceders themſelves 
will receive Epiſcopalians, and Independents into their 
communion, if they renounce their miſtakes about church- 
government, but not otherwiſe; But for as much as this 
narrowneſs of communion has the appearance of frictne/s 
and reformation, it is directly opſite to the injunction 


of Paul, and the conduct of the Gentile converts, in Rome, 


towards their weak brethren. 12 5 
J. From this paſſage of ſcripture it is evident, that tho 
Chriſtians have attained the knowledge and profeſſion of 
any leſs important point in religion, which other Chriſtians 
remain ignorant of, ſuch a point ought not to be made a 
term of communion, but a matter of forbearance. 'The 
Gentile Chriſtians in Rome, had attained the right know- 
ledge of their Chriſtian liberty reſpecting the non · obli- 
gation of the ceremonial law, and made conſtant, open, and 
public profeſſion of it, as a part of their creed and confeſſion 
of faith; and yet notwithſtanding this, they were to hold 
Da with their weak brethren, who had not attained 
like knowledge with them in that matter. In like man- 
ner, after the laudable, ſcriptural example of theſe primi- 
tive believers, though the Relief. community have obtained 
the knowledge of the Preſbyterian form of church govern- 
ment, and make conſtant aud public profeſſion of it, * 
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make it A \ matter of lorbearance, to other weak Chriſtians, 


who, though found and orthodox in other reſpects, yet 


have not obtained like knowledge in tbis point. In op- 
poſition to this practice ſo well warranted by ſeripture, 
the author of, the Relief ſcheme conſidered, ſays page 41, 
As far as our public conſeſjion of Chriſt, made by us as 


church members, is concerned, in the uniformity, con- 
« ſiſtence, and whole extent thereof, it does not appear to 
me that there can be any tolerativn, or forbearance in the 


© church.” But though this may not appear to him, it did 
appear otherwiſe to inſpired Paul, and the firſt Chriftians; 
for though the Gentile converts in Rome made a public 
confeſſion of Chriſt, and of their Chriſtian liberty, in the 


uniformity, conſt Hence, and whole extent thereof, yet by 
Paul, a wiſer and better divine than this author, they were 


commanded to receive their brethren, who were weak in 
faith, into their communion, but not to doubtful diſpu- 
tations. It is no evidence of this author's orthodoxy, that 
the inſpired Paul and he are ſo eften at variance, and that 
things appear to them in ſuch different lights. It is the 
origo mali, the foundation- error of the Seceſhon ſcheme 
of communion, that they make all thoſe things which they 
have publiſhed, in thoſe books, containing their received 


principles, terms of communion to other Chriſtians and 


churches. This I conſider as entirely un/criptural, and 


the more > that there are ſome things, in their books cf 
received principle, that are unſcriptural and inconſiſteat 


with the genius of Chriſt's kingdom, as I have ſhown al- 


teady, from their Judictal Teſtimony. If therefore an ad- 


herence to all their received principles in their ſtandard 
books, is the term of their coramunion, I pity the poor 
people, who mult approve of error as a neceſſary condition 
of church · fellowſnip. One of Paul's received principles, 
expreſſed and publicly avowed in the New Teſtament, a 
book far ſuperior to any human book, containing the received 
principles of the Seceſſion, was, that the Chriſtian church 
is delivered from the obligation of the ceremonial ſyſtem ; 
and yet he was for admitting the Chriſtiar: Jews to ſealing 
ordinances, in his day, though they did not receive his own 
received principle. Jad the venerable man lived to our 


times, and taught ſuch doctrine, he would in all probabi- 


lity have been branded as a Latitudinarian. 
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8. This paſſage of ſcripture ſhows, that tho Chriſſiari 
or churches, more advanced in the knowledge of divine 
truths, are bound to receive weaker Chriſtians into their 
fellowſhip, who have fallen into miſtakes, in ſome leſs 
Important Points of religion, they are not to approve of 
their errors, nor ought to be charged with giving up any di- 
vine truths, the knowledge of which theyhave attained. 'Tho' 
the Gentile Chriſtians, in Rome, were commanded to re- 
ceive into their fellowthip their erroneous Jewith brethren, 
they were not commanded to approve of their error, about 
_ the law, nor could they be charged with giving up their 
Chriſtian liberty, by admitting them to communion. In 
like manner, tho' the Relief-community hold it lawful to 
receive a godly Epiſcopalian or Independent into their 
fellowſhip, while they differ from theni only in their no- 
tions of church- government, they entirely diſapprove of 
their erroneous notions about government, and they ill 
hold faſt the Prefbyterian form of government themſelves; 
and therefore it is both fal/e and malicious to charge then; 
with giving it up. Tho'l were to join in the ſolemnities 
of divine worthip, with the Antiburgers, would it follow 
from thence, that I a pprove of their excommunicating their 
Burger- brethren ? The -Seceders differ from one another 
in ſome things as well as other men, and tho? they join in 
communion, do they give up the points in difference? I 
trow not: The preſent frivolous controverſy, among the 


Antiburgers, avout the manner of "diſpenſing the ſacred 


Supper, is a glaring proof of the contrary. 

Thus ] have fully conſidered this paſſage of ſcripture, 
ard have deduced thoſe re flections from it, which it na- 
turaliy ſuggeſts. I have been the more particular on this 
fubje ct, becauſe it is direct and pointed, on the head of 
church-fellowthip ; ; and I] have ſhown the Relief-plan of 


_ communion to have the cleareſt foundation in it, and that 


the Seceſſion plan of fellowſhip is directly coutrary to its 
genuine ſenſe and Spirit. 

There are only three evaſions and fubterſuges, which 
T apprebend the Seceders will have recourſe to, to weaken: 


the force of the foregoing concluſions, which militate ſo 


| firangly againſt their ſcheme. Theſe I ſhall here deſtroy, 
| before I leave the conſideration of this paſſage of ſcripture. 
1. + They will alledge, that the Jewiſh Chriſtians were 
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# part of the Chriſtian church of Rome, and it is wrong 


to extend the argument to holding communion with mem 


bers of other churches. But this objection is of no force, 
becauſe if it is ſinſul ſor any particular church, to admit 
the members of another church into her communion, who 
differ from her, in points not eſſential to ſalvation, ſhe 
ought not to admit her own profeſſed members if they differ 
from her creed in points of the /ame nature. The points 
in difference, being of the ſame nature, it is a very imma - 
terial circumſtance, whether the perſons, maintaining 
them, belong to the /ame or other churches. The church 


of Rome was juſt as much. 6bliged, by the apoſtle's direc- 


tions to her, to receive into her communion weak Jewiſh 


Chriſtians from other churches, if they applied to her, as 


thoſe of them, who were her own members. 

2. They will maintain, that the controverſy, in the 
primitive church, about ceremonial meats and days, was 
concerning a matter entirely ind ferent in itſelf, and from 
its being made a matter of forbearance, in point of com- 
munion, we ought not to argue, that the difference be- 
tween Preſbyterians, Epiſcopalians, and Independents, re- 


lating to church-government, ſhould be made matters of 
. forbearance alſo, as they are things not indifferent. To 


this I anſwer, that tho' the obſervation or non- -obſervation 


of ceremonial uſages, after the death of Chriſt, was a thing 
| entirely indifferent in itſelf, when eee e with reli- 
gion, yet this was not the flate of that famous, primitive 


controverſy. The Scceders themſelves know, that things, 
indifferent in their own nature, when brought irto the 
worlhip of God, and held to be divine ordinances, then 
ceaſe to be indifferent, and become matters of real impcr- 
tance and concern to the church of God: And this was the. 


true jiate of the-controveiſy; for the Jewiſh Chriſtians © 
maintained, that abſtaining from ceremonial meats, and 


abſerving ceremonial days, were ſtill of divine authority, 
and ordinances of God to be obſerved by the New Teſta- 


ment-church, which brought theſe things entirely out cf. 


the predicament of things indiferent, and preſents them 
to our view in a very different attitude. 

Kneeling, in partaking of the ſacred Supper, is in it- 
felt a thing indifferent, as no particular poſture of body 
15 required 1 in ſcripture, in the participation of that ordi- 
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nance, but when ariceling © is e as an ordinance e 
God and neceſſary to the right participation of the Sacra- 
ment, is it then a matter of indifference? Let the Sece- 
ders themſelves anſwer the queſtion. The obſervation of 


the ceremonial law, after the death of Chriſt was no more 


an ordinance of God, than Independency, or Epiſcopacy, 
but was ignorantly maintained 10 be ſo, by the Jewiſh 
Chriſtians, juſt as theſe reſpeQive forms of government 
are, by their different votaries. 

They will perhaps alledge that Paul's directions to 
the church of Rome, with reſpect to communion, are 
not obligatory on other churches, nor to be obſerved in a 
more enlightened ſtate of the church, Here I beg they 
willremember (hat what was written aforetime was written 
for our learning. Very probably there never will be an- 
other controverſy, in the church of Chriſt, about ceremo- 
nial meats and days, but Paul's directions to the church 

of Rome „ix the rule of church-fellowſhip, with reſpect to 
all points of le/s importance in religion. Upon this great 
ſeriptural rule the Reliet-plan of communion is founded; 
whereas the Seceſſion-plan of communion is deflitute of 


a foundation in ſcripture, and is really founded in igno- 


rance, and miſconception of the genuine ſenſe of et 
teſ pecting church- fellow ſhip. ; 
What is ſometimes alledged by Seceders, that in a more 
enlightened ate of the church, the ſame eaſy conditions 
of admiſſion to ſealing ordinances are not to-be obſerved 
as in the infant ftate of it, cannot be admitted, unleſs 
they can prove, that the church is now more entiphten- 
ed, than under the miniſtry of the irſpired apoſtles of 
Chriſt, or that there are not in every age of the church 


weak Chriſtians, who need to be treated with the ſame 


tenderneſs, and ſorbearance, as weak believers in the 
apoſtolic age. To alter, in any reſpect, the conditions 
of church- fellowſhip, from what they were in their pri- 
mitive ſimplicity, is exceedingly dangerous, as the church 
thereby aſſumes a power of diſpenſing with apoſtolic in- 
ſtitutions, and the approved conduct of the firft and-beft 
churches of Chriſt, and too nearly reſembles that vile 
perſon, repreſented in ſcripture, as * fitting in the temple 


of God, oppoſing, and exalting himſelf above all that. 
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_ Having now fully'cleared the doctrine of Paul to thg 
hurch of Rome, on the head of communion and ob- 


» | 


viated any material objections, that can be urged againſt 


the truth of my concluſions from it, I proceed 

To conſider a few paſſages of ſcripture, uſually 
urged, by the Seceders, for their plan of communion 
and againſt that of the Relief; and when their genuine 
ſenſe is aſcertained, it will appear how little they con- 
tribute to the ſupport of their cauſe. One of theſe we 
have 1 Cor. vi. 17. * wherefore come out from among 


* them, and be ye ſeparate faith the Lord, and touch 


© not the unclean thing, and I will receive you.“ This 
text evidently relates to the duty of ſeparation from the 
Heathen, in their idolatrous worſhip, in one of the moſt 
eſſential points of religion, wben creatures are worſhip- 


ped, inſtead of that glorious Being, who is the true God, 


and eternal life, 'T his text 18 a confirmation of the Ne. 


lief- plan of communion, which admits of no perſons, un- 


| ſound in the foundation-truths of religion; but they err, 

not knowing the ſcriptures, who think, that it teaches 
the worſhippers of the true God to break up tellowſhip for 
ſome leſs differences, in religion. 

Another paſſage, urged by the author of the Relief- 
ſcheme conſidered, we have recorded 2 Thefſ. iii. 6. * Now 
ve eommand you brethren, in the name of our Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw yourſelves from every 


© brother that walketh diſorderly, and not after the tra- 


c dition, which he received cf us.“ The tradition here 
mentioned, and diſorderly walking, relate to the ſamething. 


And from the connection of the paſſage, it is evident, 


that it has no relation to matters of faith, but to practice; 
for in verſe 11. The apoſtle points = in expreſs terms what 
the tranſgreſſion of his tradition, by diforderly walking, 
was For we hear there are ſome, * walk among you 


3 diſorderly, working not at all, but are buſy bodies. Idle- 


neſs and officious intermeddling with other men's affairs, 
was the diſorderly walking, meant by the apoſtle, and ſuch 
was the charaQter of the perſons, from whom the Chriſ- 
tians in Theſſalonica are commanded to withdraw them- 
Telves. As this Reverend author ſeems to be but a ® poor: 
critic, I muſt inform him, that the phraſe, diſorderly 


walking, both in the New Teſtaizent, and in every ap. 


proved 
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proved Greek writer, relates only to faults in practice, and 
never to errors in judgment. Before he commenced a 
public teacher, in the church of God, he {ſhould have 
made himſelf more a_maſter of the ariginal language, and 
then his commentary, on this and ſeveral other texts, 
would not hare been ſuch a huddle of canſuſion and non- 
| fenſe- I pity the people, who are under the miniſtry of | 
uch an ignorant perverter of ſcripture. Inſtead of con- 
date arguments from the genuine ſenſe of icripture, he 
olten impoſes upon his readers perverted &lojes of ſcrip- 
ture, or naughty, dogmatic aſſertions. 

Another paſſage of ſcripture, urged by the ſ ſame author, 
againſt the Relief-communion, we have Rev. ii. 14, 15. 
where Chriit ſays to the angel of the church of Pergamos, 
© I have a ſew things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there 
« them, that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught 

Balak to caſt a ſtumbling- block before the children of 
$ Ifrael, to eat things facrificed unto idols, and to commit 
11 eee So haſt thou them, that hold the doctrine 
of the Nicolaitans, whicn thing I hate,” As (bis author 
| feems to have been ſenlible, that a particular ſpecification 
of the crimes, tolerated in this church, would not anſwer. 
bis puipoſe againſt the Relief church, he runs off with a 
| general aſſertion, that it was every way {1 Mcient to his 
purpoſe, that Eꝑiſcapacy and lodependency are contrary to 
the mind of Chriſt, as theſe crimes were. But with his 
good leave, every crror in judgment ought not to exclude 
rom church- communion, tho' vi/tble tmmoralities may do 
it. It was contrary to the will of Chit, that the Jewiſh 
Chriſtians ſhould obſerve the ceremonial law after his 
dcath, but it was apreeable to the mind of Chriit by 
Paul, that notwithſlanding this error of judgment, they 
ſhould be admitted to church- tellowthip : : whereas bad 
they been chargeable with the ctimes, tolerated in the 
church of Pergamos, it would have been the will of Chrilt, 
that they ſhould be excommunicated. But for clearing the. 
argument, I ſhall not reſt in generals, as this author, who, 
would have lot all countenance, from the ſituation of the 
ckurch of Pergamos, bad he ſpecified. Tho? Balaam was 
not permitted to curſe the people of Iſtacl, he gave Balak 
the king of Moab an advice to make uſe of the daughters 
of Moab to ſeduge thei into whoredora and 9 
whic 
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which brought a curſe upon them. The angel of the 


church of Pergamos was blamcd, by the faithful witneſs, 
for ſuffering open whoremengers and idolaters, to remain 
in her communion. And particularly he 1s blamed, for 
not excommunicating from her communion, the Nicolai 


rang, a ſet of abandoned men, who maintained that it was 


lawful to uſe women promiſcuctſly, without regarding the 
ſanctity of the matrimonial vow, and who gloried in the 
moſt viſible impurity and debauchery. Such were the 
perſons, who ought to have been excommunicated, by the 
angel of this church. But what connection has this with the 
preſent argument? Do the Relicf-community either hold, 
or plead for holding, communion with ble idilaters, 
r er, and adulterers, any more than the Seceders 
do? The caſe of perſons, differing from each other in ſome 
of the ſmaller points of religion, and ſuch notorious viola- 
tors of the divine law, are very different, and it is both 
weak and wicked to argue from the one to the other. 
There is another ſort of ſeriptures, which this author, in 
his pamphlet, endeavours to improve againſt the Relief, 
and which he miſerably tortures to make them anſwer his 
purpoſe. The few following will ſerve as a ſpecimen of 
all of the kind. Buy the truth, and fel] it not, where- 
© unto we have already attained, let us walk by the fame 
rule, let ns mind the fame thing. Earneftly contend for 
© the faith once delivered to the ſaints. Let us hold faſt 
the profeſſion of our faith, &c.? lheſe and all ſuch 
paſſages of ſcripture prove, that Chriſtians are to hold faſt 
the truths of the goſpel and the profe ſſion of them, at every 
hazard. Dut this author infinuates in his pamphlet, that 
the Relief community do not hold fait Presbytery, if they 
admit any to their communion, who are not Presbyterians; 
but, in this, be {hows both bis 7gnorance and malevolence. 
He might, with equa! truth, have ſaid, that the Gentile 
Chriſtians, in Rome, did not hold faſt their Chriſtian li- 
berty, when they admitted the Jewiſh Chriſtians into 


their communion, who were otherwiſe minded. Yea, 


for ſtronger "Chriſtians to forbear weaker Chriſtians in 
love, is a part of the faith delivered to the ſaints, which 


the Relief-church:is determined to contend earneſtly for, 


20 well as other branchen of divine truth; while the Se- 
ceſſion 
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EO. 
ceſfion- church ſeems almoſt to have ſorgotten, that this if 
an article of faith. | | 


I beg the attention of the candid reader till I mention 


another fort of ſcriptures, which this very learned author 


urges againſt the Relief, and reſcue them from his abuſe. 


They are ſuch paſſages as reſpect the duty of the church of 


Chriſt to ſtudy unanimity of ſentiment and judgment, in 
the truths of religion. The following ſcripture to avoid 


prolixity, will ſuſſice, as a ſpecimen of all of the ſame kind. 
1 Cor. 1. 10. Now [| beſeech you, brethren, by the name 
ol our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and that there be no diviſion among you, but that ye be 
perfectly joined together in the ſame mind, and in the 


© fame judgment.“ Our author ſeems to apply this paſſage 


to differences in point of doctrine, among the Corinthians, 
whereas Paul, a much better divine, intends to exhort 
that people not to prefer one faithful miniſter to another, 
exalting one and diſparaging anther; but to agree in re- 
garding and honouring in a juſt manner, every faithful 
miniſter. But Paul's ſenſe would not anſwer our author's 
- purpoſe, and therefore he muſt conceal Paul's meaning 
and fubſtitute his own, in the place of it. But tho? this 
paſſage does not relate to unanimity in doctrine, yet for 


the ſake of the reaſoning, I ſhall z llow it to do fo, as many 


others really do. And no doubt ſuch paſſages of fcripture 
prove, that it is the duty of Chriſtians to ſtudy unanimity 
in the truths of God, and that a perfect profeſſion of all 
truth lays a foundation for the moſt perfect communion, 
But no ſuch perfect profeſſion of truth or communion as 
this is ever to be expected, in an imperfect ſtate of the 


church: Chriſtians are not mote defired, in ſcripture, to - 


 Nudy unanimity, in the truths of religion than to aim at 
perfection if holineſs; and it will require much more in- 
genuity than his author poſtefles to prove, that Chriflians 
are to be excluded from communion with any church, 
tho' they are not of her judgment entirely, in every thing 
in religion, which fhe may have adopted into her creed 
and conſeſſion. This author and his party often Ant 


afſert this, but till their affertions be proved from ſcripture, 


little regard is due to them. The caſe of the church of 


8 Rome, already explained, ſhows, that all /uch aſſertions 


are an abuſe of ſcripture, and an impoſition on the _— 


 __ 
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of Chriſt. Beſides, it merits attention, that Chriſtians 
are commanded to attain to unanimity, in the various 
points of religion, in the way of maintaining communion, 
in the worſhip of God, and not in the way of breaking the 
bond of fellowſhip. I have now conſidered the principal 
paſſsges of ſcripture which the Seceders, and efpecially this 
author, frequently urge againſt the Relief-plan of commu- 
nion; I have reſcued them from his abuſe and perverſion; | 
and, when their genuine ſenſe is aſcertained, they tend 
much to confirm that very ſcheme, which they were in- 
tended by this author to deſtroy. ES 
As I have come fo Cloſe to this author about his per- 
verted gloſſes of ſcripture, I ſhall paſs him, till I come to 
the appendix, after having made a few ſhort remarks upon 
his pamphlet. He thinks it a very odd phenomenon to fee 
the Relief-church connected with the church of Scotland, 
in reſpect of commanion in worſhip, and ſeparated from 
her, in her judicatories. But I can aſſign two very good 
reaſons for his. 1. It appears to me indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary, from the preſent deplorable ſtate of this nation, that 
the Relief-miniſters ſhould be unconnected with the ju- 
dicatories of the church of Scotland; becauſe the moſt 
faithful miniſters on the Eſtabliſhment, have it not in their 
power to adminiſter proper relief to diſtreſſed congrega- 
tions groaning under the antichriſtian yoke of patronage 
and intruhons. As for the Chapel of Eaſe-ſcheme, it is no- 
thing but a human expedient, framed by church politicians, 
to preſerve the Chriſtian people in the communion of the 
church, after they are robbed of their liberty, _ 
2. It appears to me exceedingly proper for the Relief- 
miniſters to be a diftin& judicatory, not only to relieve 
Chriſtians from the oppreſſion of hirelings and intruders, 
but alſo from the Seceſſion itſelf. I have ſhown, that the 
ſcheme of reformation, contended for in the Seceſſion, is 
_ wnſcriptural; that they fyrannize over their people, in 
hindering them to hear any other miniſters but thoſe of 
their own party; and that they impoſe unwarrantable terms 
of communion upon Chriſtians. The Relief fynod is a 
deliverance from theſe errors, and the Seceders have found 
it ſo, in their own experience. And if they hold by their 
preſent plan, they will feel it more ſenſibly, in time com- 
ing. As to their holding communion with good men, 
8 %4 
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in the National church, it is what they are authorized t6 
do, by the word ot God, as well as with thoſe, who are 
viſible ſaints in other churches. . 
Our author alſo maintains that it corrupts the commu- 
nion of the church, when Preſbyterians hold communion 


with thoſe, who differ from them in judgment, in leſs im- 


portant things in religion. Objections of this kind are 
plauſible, but they have no ſtrength or ſolidity. I reply 


to this feeble allegation againſt the Relief, that though 
Chriſtians, in ſocial worſhip, cannot hold communion in 


the ſmaller points, in which they differ, does this hinder 
them to hold communion in the many great points in 
which they are agreed? Tho' the Gentile and Jewiſh con- 
verts in Rome could nct hold communion in the con- 
troverted obligation of the ceremonial law, did this 
either hin-ler, or corrupt their communion, in the other 
parts of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, in which they were happily 
united in judgment? Does this author and his connections 
need to be put in mind, that Chtiſtians are required to 
maintain, as in the church of Rome, a communion of 


forbearance, where they cannot, in ſome caſes, maintain 


the communion of unanimity and ſameneſi of judgment ? 
were our author invited to a gentleman's table, covered 


with a variety of diſhes: though /ome of them were con- 


trary to his taſte or ſtomach, that he could not partake of 
them, might he not partake, with the company of the other 
difhes, againſt which he has no objeCtion ? This compa- 
rifon, for the inſtruction of our author, I ſhall illuſtrate, 
in a proper inſtance Though I could not hold commu- 
nion with himſelf, when he prays, that the Lord may 
bleſs the ſentence of excommunication paſſed againſt many 
reſpectable Burgher-miniſters, becauſe I conſider that ſen- 


tence as a profane proſtitution of the moſt ſolemn cenſure 


of the church, and the 4nhallowed offspring of bigotry 
and falſe zeal; yet I could cordially join with him, in a 
prayer, that the Burgher-miniſters and their people may 


be bleſſed in him, in whom men are blefled. . 
The reader has already got ſufficient ſpecimens of this 
author's ignorance and errors, and perhaps it may be en- 


tertaining to point out one of his many glaring inconſiſt- 
encies. In one part of his pamphlet, he attempts to thow 
the ablurdity of Independents, Epiſcopalians, and Preſby- 


terians, 
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terians, joining together in public worſhip, becauſe if any 
of them, who leads the devotion of the aſſembly, ſhould 
pray for his own form of government, the other could not 
join with him, And yet in another part of his perform- 
ance, he commences a ſtrenuous advocate for private 
Chriſtian communion 1n prayer, &c. among men of theſe 
different ſentiments. Now let us ſuppoſe, that three men, 
a Presbyterian, an Independent, and an Epiſcopalian, were 
agreed, upon our author's plan, to join in private prayer 
together, and each of them in his turn to pray for the ſup- 
port of his own form of government, | aſk every man of 
common ſenſe, how they could join together in this article 
of their prayer in private, any more than in the ſanfuary? 
But loth to tire the reader's patience with more of this 
inconſiſtent nonſenſe, 1 proceed to obſerve, , | 

8. That on the ſubject of communion, it is of import- 
ance to enquire whoſe table the ſacramental table is? This 
is a queſtion, ſo plain, that a child of eight years old 
could anſwer it, and yet its import is unknown to thou- 
ſands arrived at the ſtate of manhood. It is a mean, un- 
worthy proſtitution of this ſolemn ordinance of our religion 
to call it the table of a party. It is the Lord's tabie. For 
whom is this table covered by the generous entertainer ?. 
Is it covered for Burghers, or Antiburghers? for Church- 
people, or Relief-people? for Independents or Epiſcopali- 
ans as ſuch? No: For whom then? For the children of 
God, not as they belong to any particular denomination 
of profeſſors, but as they are his children, in reality, and 
appear to be ſo, by their deportment. It is the moſt dar- 
ing preſumption in any to deny the children's bread to the 
- children of God. According to the Seceſſion-terms of 
"communion, let the character of men be ever ſo eminent, 
as the children of God, they cannot be admitted, unleſs 
they be the children of the Seceſſion, which proves to a 
demonſtration, that the communiontable, in the Seceſſion, 
is not covered for the f7:ends of the Redeemer, as /uch, 
but for the votaries of the Seceſſion. To authorize ſuch 
a limited communion, it is proper, that the Seceding- 
prieſthood ſhould farſt aſſure themſelves and mankind, that 
none but Seceders are the children of God; and ſhould think 
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have you ſpread my table only for jour party, which I 
have covered for all my ſincere followers, and ordered my 
under- ſhepherds to invite generouſly in my name all my 
people to partake of this feaſt of fat things, prepared for 
them, by me, at an expence ſo great to my/elf? A queſ- 
tion of this nature, when put to them, by dying creatures 
like themſelves, they may perhaps find it eaſy to anſwer, 
or deſpiſe; but to anſwer it in that day, when the chief- 


_ ſhepherd ſhall ſet his throne for judgment, may prove a 


taſk more arduous and perplexing than is at preſent ima- 
F So 5 

To come to a concluſion, the great error of the Seceders, 
on the head of communion is, that they make ſeveral 
things neceſſary to Chriſtian fellowſhip, which neither 
the head of the church, nor his apofites made ſo, by any 


ſcriptura] appointment. This hath been the ſharp pointed 


 wnjeriptural wedge, that ha h cleft them in pieces, and 
the cauſe of that ſtrangely diverſiſied form of communion, 
that bath appeared among them. When they made their 


firſt appearance in the nation, they declared their willing- 


ne's to hold communion with thoſe reſpectable members 


of the National eſtabliſhment, who were oppoſing its de- 


fections: this was the er form of their communion. 
Next, they thought proper to break up feHowſhip, mini- 


ſterial and Chriſhan, with all thoſe, who would not fepa- 


rate totalh from the church of Scotland, and adhere to 
them alone: "This was the /ecend ſbape of their commu- 
nion. Nor did they ſtop here. In the year 1743, they 
formed a bond ſor coyenanting, reduplicating upon a long 
confeſſion of fins, both of church and ftate, which their 
miniſters ſwore at Stirling. Nor was this all: By their 
fower eccleſiaſtical they decreed (it would have been better 
could they have faid the head of the church hath appointed) 
that none, from that time forward; ſhould be admitted to 
communion, miniſterialor Chriſtian, with fn, but thoſe, 


who would aually fwear their bond, with the lang train 
of the reduplicating clauſe, with the allowance only of a 


little time for thoſe to deliberate, who wanted clearneſs, 
and as they phraſe it, were lying open to light, after 
which, if they refuſed to ſwear, they were then to be 


totally excluded from their communion." This was the 


third ferm of their communion, - Naw they had got fat 
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| beyond the churches of jagen, that once were in Chriſt. 
But were they not a little latitudinarian in this term of 
communion, decreed by their deed eccleſiaſtiral? ſor, if 
the {wearing of that covenant was a moral duty, and they 
ſuffered their hearers to tie open to light about the obliga- 
tion of a moral duty, they were much greater latitudina- 
rians than the Relief-miniſters themſelves, who have ſuch 
a regard to the moral law as an eſſential part of true reli- 
gion that they will ſuffer none of their hearers to lie open 
70 light, whether the moral law is obligatory or not, with- 
out excluding them from communion. Aſter the rupture 
took place among the Seceders, about the Burgheſs oath, 
the Burgher-party retreated from the ſwearing of the fore- 
mentioned bond, as a term of communion; ſo that, if the 
ſwearing of that bond were a moral duty and a ſcriptural 
term of communion, they have paid no regard, ever ſince 
the rupture, to this moral duty. The Burghers now ſa- 
tisfy themſelves with a loud clamorous noiſe about cove- 
rianting, as an important moral duty, while they live and 
die in the habitual omiſſion of it. What do they more 
than others? This is the laſt ſhape of communion in the 
Seceſſion. Such. has becn the ſtrangely diverſified ap- 
pearance of their plan of tellowthip, in the various ſtages 
ol its progreſs to this day. Whether it hath now gat to 
the centre of its 70%, or hath yet ſeveral ſtages to advance, 
before i it arrive at the end of its journey, time will deter- 
mine; though, if we judge the future by thepaſt, the latter 
ſeems the more probable opinion 
The excellent terms of commynion appointed by the 
bleſſed Head of the church, are unchangeable like their 
author; but we fee, from daily obſervation, that men's 
terms of communion are changeable like themſelves. Oh! 
when will men attain ſo much humility and ſelfdenial, as 
to lay aſide their own proud and arbitrary appointments 
in the temple of God, and cordially. ſubmit to the laws 
of his houſe. 
T have now brought to a period what I judged proper 
at preſent to advance on rhe points in difference, between 
the Seceſſion and the Relief-community. And let the 
candid public paſs its verdict, which of theſe bodies of men 
adhere moſt cloſely to the * ſure word of prophecy,” and 
Rand faſteſt in chat libaty wherewith Chriſt hath made 


us 
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us free. It is with particular reluctance I have entered the 


| fieldof controverſy. In an infirm ſtate of health, and having 
many important cares, I would not have appeared, had I 


not thought, that the cauſe of truth, and the character of 
a reſpectable body of miniſters, were injured, by two ano- 


ny mous pamphlets from the Seceders: And, if I have con- 


ducted this vindication of the. Relief - principles, at the ex- 
pence of thoſe of the Seceders, they bave their own friends 
to blame, who, by their ſolly and indi/cretion, provoked the 
combat, by attacking the Relief-miniſters, who were giv- 
ing them no diſturbance. Without being endued with 
the gift of praphecy, I forſee, that the Seczſhon cauſe will 
acquire neither credit nor profit by this controverſy. 


* 


Nov, may the great Head of the church, who, in much 


affection, hath given her a perfect ſyſtem ot doctrines and 


Jaws, root out of her every doctrine, and ordinance, that 


wants the ſanction of his ſacred authority, and, by tbe 


» 


power of his Spirit, diſpoſe all her miniſters and members, 
conſcientiouſly to obſerve the doQtrines, laws, and ordi- 
nances he hath revealed, for the direCtion of her faith, 


worſhip and practice, till his whole myſtical body come, 


in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of himſelf, to. 
the ſtature of a perfect man. | No er | 
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Thou ale not * falſe witneſs againſt FE 8 
Exod. xx. 16. 


Beloved believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whes 
ther they are of God: becauſe many falſe prophets are 
gone out into the world. 1 John iv. 1. 


And all liars ſball have their 4 in the lake, which * 
fi with 5 and brimſtone : which is the ſecond death. 
v. xxi. 8 


1 2 1 


Prince of peace, were employed in preaching 
the doCtrines of ſalvation by the Eroſs,' ſerving 
God, in a peaceable manner, according to the 


light and 11 
religious community, around them, to do the ſame, and 
wiſhing them all happineſs in the Lord. They have, how- 
ever, been diſturbed in the poſſeſſion of their religious li- 
berty, by two publications, from the Seceſſion, both of 
which are anonymous. 'The author of the firſt, if fame 
ſpeak fruc, was Mr. Bennet, Antiburgher-miniſter at 

Ceres, in the county of Fife. An anſwer was returned 
by a miniſter of Relief, who had certainly as good a right 


to defend his principles as any had to attack them, in a 


manner ſo unprovored, ru:'2, and unpenteel. Had nothing: 


elſe appeared, the matter might have reſted here. But, 


very lately, another writer has appeared againſt the Re- 
lief, commonly reported to be Mr. Ramſay, one of the 
miniſters of the Antiburgher-congregation in, Glaſgow; 


This author has preſented to the public a moſt in vidious ; 


and falſe reprefentation of the Relief-miniſters and 
their principles, which hath been the occaſien of the 
prefent publication. The author, the printer, and the 
place of printing this ſcurrilous invective, are all induſ- 
triouſly concealed. From the clandeſtme manner of /mug- 
gling this performance into the public view, without per- 
uſing it, one might have ea known, that it was a work 
of darkneſs, ſince the author had neither the honefty nor 


| courage to avow it, but like a deceitful blood-thirſty aſſaſ- 
Jin, ſtabs in the dark, and dares not come to the light, 


teſt his deeds ſhould be reproved. I thought it below my 
notice to write a direct anſwer to the pamphlet of ſuch a 
bing defamatory ſeribbler. And, as I intended to offer to 
the public ſomething, that might be of more general uti- 
lity, I have only ſtudied to ſap the foundation of this au- 
thor's principles, and to confirm thoſe of the Relief, with- 
out taking much notice of him, leaving it to others, if 
they think it worth their pains, to purſue the deceitful ſo- 
; hiſter, thro the mazes of error, confuſion, contradiction, 
and nonſenſe, which characterize his performance. 


If he had treated the Relief-miniſters with that reſpect 


and decency, which became their character; however much 


* * g 
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HE miniſters of Relief, as ambaſſadors of the | 


conviction of their conſciences, allowing every 
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„ecruelty and impiety, he hath torun up the aſhes of the 
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| fie differed from their principles, I can aſſure him he ſhould 
bare been freated by me, with all becoming reſpect him- 
ſelt, nor ſhould he have been made the /abje# of this ap» 
pendix. But conſidering the ungentee! freedom, which he 
has uſed with their characters, and eſpecially with truth 


- nutſelf; an object of much greater importance than the cha- 


rac ters of men, I do not view him as entitled to that lenity 
of treatment, due to a mild and diſcreet opponent; but 
judge it che moſt proper way of dealing with im to hold 
him forth, to the inſpection of the public, as the object of 
Juſt derifiin and contempt, to every man of judgment, ho- 
nout and integrity. I muſt therefote beg the patience and 
attention of the candid reader, till I chaſtiſe this illiberal, 


peiulant defamer, in the manner he deſerves. 


1 


Hi abi ve ſcurrility had been more tolerable had only 


the living members of the Relief. ſynod been the ob- 


4 


ob. Jes of it, as they have it in their power; if they think it 


proper, to vindicate their characters, from the envenomed 


Tongue of this waſpi/b, petulant defamer. But, wich _ 
eads 
and endeavoured'to fix a reproach upon the memory of two 
miniſters of the goſpel, now in the grave, once reſpectable 
members of the Relief community, viz: the Reverend 
Meſſrs. Boſton of jedburgh and Neil of Anderſtown. 

The character of theſe men, while they lived, was well 
eſtabliſhed for piety, learning, and other miniſterial en- 
dowments; their ſtations, in the church of God, they not 

only filled, but adorned; And very probably their name and 


1 
” 


memory will be'/avoury, among the living, when the me- 
-mory of this invidious ugſtart is forgotten. 
Befote I proceed to confider a parcel of lies, which be 
has aſſerted in his pamphlet, I muſt take notice of a charge 
Which he has exhibited, page 96, againſt ſome miniſter of 
Relief, whom he charges with all the foppery of theatrical 
tone and geſticulation. The Relief-miniſters do net 


3,  Preterid to be fo well acquainted with the tones and 


geſticolations of the ſtage as this Reverend author; but 
this much may be granted in his favour, that if a continued 
monotony, roaring with the voice like a bull, and tofiing 

t he head like a mountebant, be theatrical tone and geſti- 


: culatlon, this N e is as accompliſned an 
| To apply his own words to him- 


actor as any in Britain. 
n e ſelf 


ns, 


C43 


Alf (if FOR things may be compared with ſmall) you 
- —_ think, when he mounts the roſtrum, that Mr. White« 
field'e thunder were rearing thro' the aſſembly.L“ 

I 4 muſt now beg the reader's indulgence, till I enquire 
inthe truth or - falſehood of ſome things, which this 


that, it may appear whether he bears no reſemblance to 
that ſpirit} who is called the father lies, and -whe- 
ther the grand diſtinguiſhing feature of the PARENT 
does not characterize the SON. As I am now to un- 
veil a ſcene of falſehood, that bas ſcarcely a Pore L ſo· 


licit the reader's moſt careful attention. 


1. He afferts, page 6, that Mr. Ramſay,” now Relief 
winiſter! in Hamilton, © was employed in the Shotts, as 
<a probationer, with a view to reconcile an abuſed pa- 
e xiſh to their intruder.” Here he palms upon the world 
a groſs falſehood; For tho Mr. Ramfay was fometime em- 
ployed at Shotts, it was only to preach the goſpel to the 
people, at their un deſire, but not to reconcile them io 
the intruder. And I am credibly informed, that Mr. 
Wales broke up that connection, becauſe Mr. Ramſay 
would not pray for him as the pariſb-minifter. 

2, Page 7. He tells us concerniug the Reverend Mr. 
Ker, miniſter; at Bellsbill, e that the Preſbytery of Edin- 
I burgh admitted, licenſed, and ordained him.” That 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh admitted and licenſed him 


is true; but he aſſerts a notorious falſehood, when he ſays 


they ordained him: For he was , ordained by the Relief- 
Presbytery of Glaſgow, and the Reverend Mr. Boſton of 
Falkirk, a reſpectable Amber of that Presbytery, proved 
in that ſervice. 


3, Page 9. He ſays of the Relief-minifters, 18 every af- 


te fiſtant at a ſacrament muſt have ſome pecuniary com- 


4 penſation, according to the length and other cireum- 


<<. ſtances of the journey. Does he come ten, twenty, or 
« 'thirty miles? then he will expect and actually receives 
% two, three, or five pounds, and double the greateſt of 


them has been given.” Here again be tells a glaring 
lie, which thou/ands know to be ſo. I never had the good 
fortune to be invited to any facrament, where ſuch ſums 


of money were to be rip for miniſterial aſſiſtance I 
know 


ſtaunch, profeſſed witneſs for truth bas afferted, with an 
air of much confidence and affurance, in his pamphlet, 


* 
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know it to be the ordinary way of 'Relief- miniſters to 
aſſiſt one another, on theſe occaſions, without any thing, 
but ſubſeftence to themſelves and horſes, I have ſeveral 
times myſelf rode twenty miles and upwards to aſſiſt my 
dear brethren, on ſacramental ſolemnities, paid my horſe's 
hire, and ſupported” myſelf and him, in going and re- 


turning, without receiving a ſingle farthing from them 


or their people; and they have done the fame to me. 
But even ſuppoſing, that Relief-congregations ſhould 
think it proper to make a compliment to miniſters, who 
aſſiſt at their communion, are they not free to do with 


their own what they pleaſe? What concern has this 3; 
officious, intruſive intermedaler with their affairs? Is he 


not in this evidently a buſy body, in other men's mat - 
ters, which the ſcripture condemns? A practice, which 
| a. chimney-fweeps would not eſteem below their” cha · 
A 

I am perſuaded, there is not a fi rele Riliefatitniſter;” 
who would not think it equally below his character, both as 
a Gentleman and Miniſter of the goſpel, to interfere with 
the Seceders in their pecuniary matters. But it is no- 


wiſe ſurpriſing to ſee a man guilty of a ſhameful violation 


of decency and good manners, Who gives demonſtrable 
evidence, that he is deſtitute of the Chriſtian temper. We 
need not at all be ſurpriſed to ſee a perſon, bred on a 
dunghill, engaged i in how, dirty, and unmanly exerciſes. 
The ſerpent would be out of its element, if it were not licł- 


ing duſt, and the ſow, if it were not wallauing in the 


mire. But this illiberal bigot muſt have the Relief- mini- 
ſters expoſed at any rate, and therefore he has the im- 
pudence to aſſert dawnright fal/ehoods, to accompliſh his 
diabolical purpoſe. The greedy blood-ſucker cannot be 
ſatisſied without murderin the characters of the Relief- 
clergy, like the hungry leech, mentioned by the poet, 
« non miſſura cutem niſt plena cruoris hirudo.“ 

4. Page 10. Our author afferts, with his uſual aſſur- 
ance, * it is an unqueſtionable fact, that, in the election 
« of the firſt miniſter, at leaſt, in every congregation with 
© them, none are permitted to vote but thoſe, who con- 
e tributed to the building of the place of worthip, or tave 
« purchaſed ſeats therein.“ Here a fourth time the clover. 
ſcot appears, and he aſſerts a moſt notorious lie. There. 
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e ſtill more barefaced and dangerous way, Calls a ſale of 


| E OY; 


whole, Relief-intereſt, the ſeats of which are private pro- 


In, other places of worſhip, the Relief-people pay for their 


ſeats, the time they poſſeſs them, without any farther 


ApEn hem, juſt as the; Seceders do themſelves. 
1 is a Þ refaced falſehood to aſſert, as this author does, 
that 1n every particular congregation in the Relief, none 


are permitted to vote in the election of the firſt mini- 


ſer but thoſe, who have contributed to the building of 


- the place of worſhip. . In the congregation, with which L 


have been for ſome time very intimately connected, 
WAR the firſt Relief- miniſfer was choſen, all perſons of 


goed character, as church-members, were freely allowed 


to vote, whether they contributed to the place of wor- 
ſhip. or not. I prefided alſo in the election of two can- 
didates to be the Fel Relief-miniſters, in two congrega- 
tions, where it was never fo much as a queſtion, whether 


contributors only were to vote, but all, in church. commu- 


nion and of good character, were allowed to vote in the 
election, And I know the ſame bas been the caſe, in 
eh he EE EP EY 


5. Page 11. Speaking of the manner of cleAing the 
firtt Relief. miniſter, bis words are, „the other part of 


4 tbe plan, viz. that ever y ſubſcriber be allowed to join 


it in the election, whatever bis profeſſion, or even his 
practice be, is, perhaps as extraordinary, in a church, 
de that but pretends to purity, as it is ſhocking; and in a 


40 church- privileges.“ The reader has already ſeen this 
author convicted of a notoricus lie, in aſſerting, that none 


but contributors to the place of worſhip are allowed to 


vote in the election of the fuſt Relief - miniſter, in any 


congregation. And it is no leſs a notorious lie to afſert, 


as this lying prophet does, that every ſubſcriber is al- 


lowed to join in the election, whatever his profeſſion or 


tactice be. What ſhall be done to thee, O FALSE 
TONGUE! I put this hing defamatory feribbler to de- 


filance to ſhow, that, in the election of any miniſter: of 
 Rekef, men of openiy immoral practice are allowed to vote. 


1 wonder, that, in the height of his zeal for truth, he did 
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bot likewiſe aſſert, that the Relieſ· people alſo ente men 


| to 4 their miniſters, whatever their practice be!! 


} 


6. Page 11, He fays © perſons, who never reſolve- tq 


« enter; into any further religious connection with the 
6c Relief con gregation, baving obtained a popular preach- 
« er, make their property turn out to an excellent pecu- 


40 niary account.“ I do pot believe, that ever there were 


any, who purchaſed ſeats in a Relief - place of worſhip, who 
never intended to have any farther religious connection 
with the congregation, and till the author prove his aſſer- 
tion, we ſhall give this a place in his em of lies. 
7. Page 17. Speaking of that reſpectable body of peo- 
ple connected with the Relief-ſynod, he ſays, * by far the 


« greateſt part are utterly incapable of rendering any to- 
c 


5 the Relief,) make the enquiry when you pleaſe. One 


4 is aQuuated by hrmour ; another by vanity; a third by 
* novelty; a fourth ftudies nothing more than his own 
tc convenience, and that of his family.” This ſtaunch 


contender for truth will not ſatisfy himſelf with telling 
lies upon the Relief-minifers, but he muſt blacken their 


people alſo, with his abominable falſehoods: But I can 
aſſure him, that the more extenſively he trades, an this 
article, the more he will aſcertain his real character, and 
demonſtrate whoſe ſervant he is. The ſimilarity of his 
character to that of the accuſer of the brethren, who 


Was a liar, trom the beginning, ſhows, that they are one 


in heart, counſel, and operation. When he aſſerts, that 
the Relief-people in general are utterly incapable of ren- 
dering any tolerable reaſen for connecting themſclyes with 
the church of Relief, I ſcruple not, in their name, to call 
him a downright liar, The generality of thoſe, who join 
the Relief-ſociety can tell, that, in joining with them, they 


know they wil! hear the goſpel of ſalvation preached, by 
miniſters of their own choice: And, I ſuppoſe, there are 


few, (this very charitable writer excepted) but will allow, 

that this is not only a folerable, but a very good reaſon for 
Joining the Relief. And I can inform this author alſo, 
that there are many of the Relief-people, that can aſſign 
very good reaſons for not connecting themſelves with hir 


party, and eſpecially they will be able to render a very 


Folerable reaſon for not connecting themſelves with him- 


Vel, 


lerable reaſon of their conduct, (he means in joining 


1 2 1 


fel, Nees he is a notorious liar. Tho! with much in- 
"A iſeretion; he has impeached the Relief. people, in the 
groſs, with ignorance, I entertain no doubt but they will 


be able to ſtand a comparative trial with the Seceders 


themſelves, upon the principles of religious knowledge. 
What he ſays concerning the motives of humour, vanity, 
novel and convenience, as influencing the genetality of 
thoſe, who connect themſelves with the Relief-church, is 
truly becoming a defamatory vipereus bizot : I with I could 
call it no worſe. * He wantonly takes upon him to judge 
the hearts of men, apd-to determine the principles of their 
actions. He will not content himſelf with reſembling 


SAT AN, in the black art of falſehood and defamation, 
but he muſt invade the prerogative of that great Being, , 


who alone-ſearches the hearts and tries the reins. What 
inſupportable arrogance is ic, for a deſpicable worm, to in- 
vade the ſaered rights of Jehovah ! Tho“, like the fabled 
Argos, he had poitt fled an hundred eyes he would have 

been too dim-fighted for the taſk he has undertaken. But 
as this Reverend author will ſcarcely allow any of the Re- 
lief. miniſters or their people to be actuated by conſcience 
and integrity, I wiſh him a little more of that charity, 


which ſuffereth long and | is Titid, and ou not behave 1 It= 


welt unſeemly. 
8. Page 25. He ſays, « «ihe People f in the Eſtabliſhment 


* are cheerſully admitted to the Lord's table with them, 


« as often as they pleaſe, upon an atteſtation of their mo- 
ral character by their pariſh miniſter, ſound in the faith 
or unſound, an intruder or not.“ Here again he tells 
a a deteftable lie. It is not the way of the Rehet-miniſters 
to receive certificates from miniſters, unſound in the faith. 

And I do not believe, that one of them ever received cer, 
tificates from intruders, in order to admit their hearers to 
communion., Thoſe, who put themſelves under the mi- 


niſtry of intruders, are, in general, ſo diflaffeted towards 


Relief-miniſters, that it would be as great a wonder to fee 


them apply to them for ſealing ordinances as it was of o/4 


to ſee Saul among the prophets, or as it will now be to ſee 


this Reverend author impudently aſſerting ſo many falſe- 


hoods, notwithſtanding his glaring profeſſion of witneſſing 
for truth: A noted proof of. his integrity, we Kt 9 
rity and ruth of his profclion. 
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g. Page 61. This author.ſays, © Ido not wiſh to ſeg 
« fire and ſword, racks and gibbets, employed for the ex- 
& tirpation of Prelacy and Independency. . God forbid ! 
© nor was ii the intention of our worthy Anceſtors to call in 
&« the aid of theſe Antichriſtian engines to convert men to 


© the truth.“ It may almoſt be eſteemed the eight won 7275 
der of the world to hear an Antiburgher-clergyman exclaim, RF 
, with ſuch pious indignation, againſt ſuch violent methods q 
of dealing with men, in matters of religion. I ſhould | | 9 
however be extremely ſorry, from the ſpecimen he has gi- z 


ven of his Chriſtian moderation, and regard to truth, in his | * 
pamphlet, that the lives of the Relief. miniſters were in his 
power; left he might accompliſh literally, on them, what 
the mild Emperor Caligula (a man of a ſimilar complexi- 
on with himſelf) wiſhed to do to Rome, when he expreſ- 3 
ſed his earneſt defire, that Rome had but one head, that he "1, OW 
might ftrike it off at one blow. Should our author have 
it in his power, at any time, to reach ſuch a blow at the 
Synod as this, then really, to uſe his own language, 
te the Relief will be a periſhing church.” A blow fo de- 
_ cifive as this, would more effeftually rid the nation of this 
 Latitudinarian ſynod than all the literary batteries, which 
the united forces of the aſſociation will be able to raiſe a- 
gainſt them, for a whole century, 

I am afraid however, that our Reverend author, in his 
uſual manner, has made a pleaſing excurſion beyond the 
limits of truth, when he aſſerts, that it was not the in- 

„ tention of our worthy anceſtors to call in the aid of 

| « thete Antichriſtian engines to convert men to the truth.“ 
A becoming veneration, no doubt, is due to the memory 
and characters of our religious predeceſſors; but they had | 
their faults as well as other men. But this author ſeems 9 
to have ſuch a /uper//itious veneration for them as to me- ( 
tamorphoſe their very foibles and abſurdities into virtues, of 
or to deny, that they had any /uch. Lhe hiſtory of their [ 
day and aCtings will ſpeak for itſelf. And it is vain to | 
diflemble it, that, whatever knowledge our worthy anceſ- 
tors had in other points of religion, they were very 7gno- 
rant of the rights of conſcience and private judgment, [ 
and intended to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of perſecution, for con- "A 
ſcience-ſake, and to enforce an uniformity to their ſcheme _ 

pl religion, by the pains of the ſtate, on Chriſtians ot other 

1 | * denominations; | 


L. 6 1 | 

. denominations; a thing Zetally unlawful and incondiſten 
with the ſpirituality of the kingdom of Chriſt. - 

The acts of chureh and ſtate, in the corenanting period, 
will clearly ſhow what was the intention of our forefathers, 
on this point. Prefixed to the National covenant in the 
Confeſſion of Faith, we have two famous acts, which will 
ſet this matter ina convincing light, part of which I ſhall 

uote. | 

| 5 In the concluſion of the act of the General Aſſembly of 
* church of Scotland, Auguſt 3o, 1639, we find the fol- 

lowing rema#kable words, „“ Aud ordain the covenant, 

«© with this declaration, to be inſert in the regilters of 

*.the. Aſſemblies of this kirk, general; provincial, and 

«-Presbyteraal, ad perpetuam rei memoriam. And in all 

„ humility, ſupplicate his Majeſty's high commiſſioner, and 

the honourable eſtates of Parliament, by their authority, 

to ratify and enjoin the fame, under ALL CIVIL 

« PAINS, which will tend to the glory of God, pre- 

«ſervation of religion, the King's Majelty's honour, and 

perfect peace of this kirk and 33 

We find this act and petition of the General Aﬀem- 

by ratified by the ſecond Parliament of Charles I. at 

Edinburgh, June rith, 1640. When after the Parliament 

| had mentioned the above act and petition of the General 
Aſſembly they © ordain and command the {aid Confeſlion 
and covenant to be ſubſcribed by all his Majeſty's ſub- 
4 jects, of what ranks and e ſoever, under ALL 
« CIVIL PAINS.” 
From theſe quotations, it is very evident; that the ges 
neral afſembly petitioned the parliament to enforce the 
national covenant, by ALL CIVIL PAINS; and that the 
parliament enjoined the ſame, by their authority, on all 
the ſubjects of the kingdom, under ALI. CIVIL PAINS. 
Will our author fly in the face of the very words of the act 
of aſſembly and parliament, and has he the efrontery to 
tell us, that our worthy anceſtors never intended to make 
uſe of forcible methods of dealing with men, in matters of 
religion? It we may credit their own veracity, and they arc 
much more worthy of credit than this Reverend LIAR, 
they were for propagating their own religious ſyſtem, by 
ALL CIVIL PAINS. I atk our author, whether ALL 
Pe ram do not include fire and ſword, racks and 
: gibbers? 


E 


gibbets? Or, if they are not included under ALL CIVIL 
PAINS, will he be pleaſed to tell us to what /pecies of 
pains they belong; for truly they appear to be very 
PAINFUL AND TORMENTING THINGS. : 
10. Page 79. Our author has given us another proof of 
his extraordinary regard to truth, when he ſays concern- 
ing the Rev. Mr. Bell “ though before his late ſacramen- 
« tal ſolemnity, he invited the aſſiſtance of his quondam 
« brethren, they to a man denied him.” Perhaps Mr. 
Bell invited ſome of his former brethren to aſſiſt him, and 
was denied, but to ſay that his quondam brethren to a man 
denied him is contrary to truth; for many of his quondam 
| brethren were never ſolicited to aſſiſt him, and therefore 
could not deny him. The Rev. Mr. Stuart, in Anderſton, 
was his near neighbour, and, in point of decency, ought 
to have been invited, as ſoon as any other, but was not. 
I am perſwaded the Rev. Mr. Bell has ſuch a deteſtation 
of falſehood, and ſuch a regard for truth and uprighineſs, 
that he will endeavour to expoſe this hing prophet to pub- 


lic ſhame, as he lives near his territories, if fame ſpeaks 


true. TT | 
Thus I have convicted this :iliberal, defamatory bigot 
ok as many glaring falſehoods as there were years in the 
fiege of Troy; and were all the other lies ſelected, that 
are ſcattered up and down his pamphlet, I queſtion if any 
publication, ſince that very diſtant period, was a greater 
impoſition on the public, or contained a greater number of 
abominable lies and falſehoods. Ihe eyes of the world will 
be upon the party, with whom this author is connected, 
and if they do not bring him under ſcriptural diſcipline, 
after he has been convicted of Zen notorious falſehoods, 
they will be latitudinarians with a witneſs, and may 
_ afterwards hold communion miniſterial and Chriſtian with 
the beaftly drunkard, the prefane ſwearer, and the vile 
adulterer. For ſhame! a miniſter of the God of ruth to 
be guilty of ſo many glaring violations of truth, in a pub- 
lication to the world, the profeſſed de/ign of which is to 
lead mankind into truth! No zeal for the Shibboleth of a 
party, or even for truth it/elf, will ever juſtify a ſcene of 
ſuch open deliberate falſbood. The truths of the Redeemer 
ſtand in need of no /uch pillars to ſupport them, nor will 
he thank any man for ſupporting his cauſe by methods ſc) 
diabolica? 


| Ee 
diabolical and infernal. This poor unhappy man has af- 


forded the public a mournful confirmation of the truth of 


ſcripture, ** the tongue can no man tame, it is an unruly 
** evil, full of deadly poiſon. I know not whether ue 
Relief-miniſters will think it proper to apply to the public 
Juſtice of their country, to have their chacacters vindicated 
from thoſe Valſe and i injurious aſperſions, which this author 


has thrown upon them. In the mean time, let him turn 


his attention towards the righteous judgment of God, and 


conſider what an awful and tremenduous effect his lies 


Will have upon himſelf, if infinite mercy and repentance 


prevent not. Rev. xxii. 15. For without are dogs, and 
ſorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idola- 


; mh and WHOSOEVER LOVETH AND MAKETP 
A LIE. I hope the public will be on their guard againſt 
the writings of a man, that are evidently ſtuffed with lies 
and falſehood, virulence and defamation. 
To conclude, this Rev. author promiſes, in the end of 
| his performance, to meet any Relief-miniſter «© on the 


ground of the infallible word” I am afraid, however, 


the infallible word will meet with him, if he repent not, 


for deviating ſo much from that truth and integrity, which 


it requires: For, if his lies are brought to the teſt of this 
infallible word, I am apprehenſive, that the hand- writing, 
on the wall of the Babylonian palace, may ju/tly be applied 


to bim. © TEKEL, THOU ART WEIGHED IN THE 
+ BALANCES AND ART FOUND WANTING.” 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 


* ces . «he preceding cerforentval has almoſt 
ready for the preſs, and intends, if proper encourage - 
ment is given, to publiſh by ſubſcription, a difſertation on. 


the nature and genius of the kingdo v of Chriſt, in two 


parts. 
Part t. Contains a delineation of the nature of Meſſiah's 


kingdom, in the following particulars. It is eſſential and 


mediatorialviſible and inviſible Its government abſo- 

lute—lts laws wiſe, holy, juſt, and good — The agency of 
the Holy Spirit abſolutely neceſſary to make this kingdom 
ſucceſsful—- The manner of publiſhing us doctrines and 


| la WS. 


Part 2. Exhibits the moſt material diftinAions herons 


Meſſiah's kingdom and the worldly kingdoras, in theſe 


particulars. In the worldly kingdoms, all power origi- 


nates from the community: in Meſſiab's kingdom, all 


power originates from the prince In things pertaining 
to this life and the outward man, Chriſtians are the ſub- 


jects of the worldly kingdom: in matters of religion and 


the worſhip of God, they are the ſubjects of Meſſiah's 
kingdom The great object of the worldly kingdom 1s 


the temporal intereit and proſperity of men: the great 


object of Meſſiah's kingdom is their ſpiritual and eternal 
intereſt—In the worldly kingdom, property is alienable : 
in Meſſiah's kingdom, the alienation of privileges is inad- 


miſſible — All the ſubjects of Meſſiah's kingdom are of the 


ſame temper with their ſovereign— They are all bougbt 
with his blood They are all kings themſelyes— They are 
all prieſts unto God They have all the freeeſt acceſs to 


their ſovereign's perſon and throne Crimes unpardonable 


in the worldly kingdom are in this kingdom remiſſible— 
Worldly kingdoms fade away: Meſhah's kingdom is 
eternal. 

All theſe important topics are treated in ſections, i in the 
order above narrated Under every ſection, are ſybjoined 
reſections, applying the general doctrine of the ſection to 


Particular caſes, and diſtinctiy marking various encroach- 


ments on the kingdom of Chriſt Under one of the 
Q2 i ſections 
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